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Minutes
Thursday, May 21, 2026 at 6:00 pm

A specially scheduled work meeting of the Duchesne City Council will be held at the Duchesne City Office Building, 500 E Main, Duchesne, UT 84021. The agenda will be as follows:


AGENDA

1. Roll Call, Prayer, Pledge
Minutes:
Mayor Herron opened the meeting at 6:02 pm. Council Member Ivie gave the prayer. Mayor Deborah Herron conducted and took minutes. Council Members present were Jason Baker, Cody Ivie, Marty Herrera, Mark Nielsen, and Bryce Hamilton.
Members of the Public: Lynn Bell, Janice Shipman, Terry Barnhardt, Alana Richardson, Jenny Adams, David Herron, Rick & Alisse Coil, Tom Ruth, and Sheriff Travis Tucker

2. Consideration and Discussion for Animal Control Contract Minutes:
Mayor Herron welcomed everyone.

a. Lynn Bell summarized the most recent updates to the proposed animal control program regarding dogs. Council Members asked clarifying questions. Sheriff Tucker explained current procedures and laws in place that the County abides by.
b. Lynn Bell explained the portion of the proposal regarding cats. Logistically cats are more difficult to handle and state code requires that the City shall notify neighbors when a cat colony is permitted. The Council discussed that if the City is going to have colonies then the City must have a permitting process in place. A digital map could be created, and could be part of the Board’s responsibility. The TNR program is active currently. Is it realistic to expect cats to be contained? Without cats the city could be overrun with mice and snakes.
c. With a map in place, when complaints come in, the liaison and board could deal with them.
d. Janice Shipman currently has 14 cats in her colony. She claims the cats stay mostly on her property and the property across the street. Janice said there are about 8 colonies in town at the moment. A colony contains cats that are spayed or neutered and have an ear mark. The life-span of a well-kept colony is about 10 years.
e. Regarding the pods for dogs, Cody Ivie asked the Sheriff about the liability of the city when a dog is taken into a pod. Sheriff Tucker explained that as soon as the City takes a dog, the City assumes all liability. Sheriff Tucker said that ideally the only dogs they

hold in the shelter are stray dogs. As soon as you hold an owned dog, you are holding personal property.
f. For no-kill shelters, they often can’t adopt out those dogs and the dogs stay in the facility indefinitely. This is a burden on the tax payor.
g. Currently when a dog is picked up, deputies take the dog back to its home if they know where it lives. If they don’t know where the dog lives, they take it to the shelter and follow state code.
h. There is a process including a holding period before a dog or cat can be euthanized.
i. The Council discussed worse case scenarios.
j. The main goal of the proposed program is to educate animal owners.
k. Roosevelt’s budget has jumped from $150 K to $300 K because of their no-kill policy. The Sheriff is looking at going away from contracting with Roosevelt and building a bigger facility up by the jail. The Sheriff can hold about 15 dogs now.
l. Terry Barnhardt approached the Council to discuss the problems he is experiencing on his property. His personal property is being damaged. He is interested in solving the problem. He does not believe it is his responsibility to keep the cats off of his property. He is not an animal hater but he has to do something. He is ready to bring a lawsuit against the City if nothing happens. Lynn Bell cited the State Law regarding cats and explained that a person is not allowed to kill the cats without going through the process. Terry explained that he has consulted a lawyer and he understands that he is allowed to protect his property.
m. Discussion about what a cat program would look like in the Duchesne. Sheriff Tucker explained that Duchesne County does not collect or hold cats. If Duchesne City were to begin to collect cats, they would have to be held for 5 days before they can be euthanized.
n. City licensing was pushed hard in the past. Janice Shipman lived in a city where every dog was required to be tagged. That is the same for Duchesne City but is difficult to enforce.
o. Vaccination requirements were recently removed by the City.
p. Alana Richardson works in Roosevelt and that city instituted a lifetime license for dog registration.
q. Council Member Baker discussed his experience in his own neighborhood. He likes the proposed plan. If the City implements the pods, now might be the best time to do so. Locating the pods by the airport seems like a better idea than in town where the constant barking can adversely affect neighbors. Could the City build a building that could be repurposed if the program doesn’t work?
r. Discussion about pod construction and costs. The 90-day trial period would give the City a chance to collect data about what the City actually needs.
s. The Council discussed where the best place would be to locate the pods.
t. The Council discussed the policy and procedures the Sheriff follows and the possibility of partnering with the department. Euthanasia has to be considered otherwise a dog can stay in limbo indefinitely.
u. The Council discussed maintenance and budget for the pods.
v. Deb will reach out to the League and attorney to research the proposed plan.

3. 15-Minute Open Session
Minutes:
Rick Coil approached the Council. He explained his experience when he lived in town.


He appreciated watching the process where people can come together and express their thoughts and feelings. Compromise is healthy and shows that the community can work together. He is running for Sheriff and if elected he would engage with the City regarding the problem.

4. Adjournment
Minutes:
Adjourned at 7:27 pm.
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