Emery Town Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
May 13, 2026, 7:00 PM
65 N Center St., Emery, UT 84522

2. Pledge of Allegiance									                            3. Minutes for April 8th, 2026, 									     Motion to approve the minutes for April 8th, 2026, was made by Kim and seconded by Melissa. The motion carried unanimously.
4. Invoice Report 
Motion to pay the bills was made by Kim and seconded by Mistie. The motion carried unanimously.
5. Mayor Jack Funk
5.1. Council Seat Vacancy
Mayor Funk announced that the council seat vacancy will be posted after the meeting. Interested residents may pick up application forms at Town Hall. Applications will be reviewed before the next town council meeting.
5.2. Water Task Force 
Mayor Funk announced the formation of a water task force to address the current water shortage. Key initiatives underway include: testing the town-owned wells for use as a secondary water source, designing a temporary and long-term secondary water supply system, coordinating with the Forest Service regarding additional storage in existing spinners reservoirs, and working with Dennis Warwood and the Conservation District to convene a meeting of state agencies to advance the proposed reservoir project. The town confirmed it holds water rights to all wells. The mayor expressed confidence in finding a workable solution and invited community members to join the task force.
5.3. CVSSD														 Jack will attend CVSSD meetings.
6. Councilperson Kim Hansen
6.1. Town Celebrations
Councilperson Hansen reported that planning for the Emery Town celebration is progressing well, with new community donations and partnerships. The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, May 18th at 7:00 PM.
6.2. Bingo/Craft Night 
Bingo night will be held on Wednesday, May 20.
6.3. Vote on 25-26 Revised Budget 
Councilperson Hansen presented the revised FY 2025–26 budget, noting only minor changes related to insurance and employee costs. Any costs incurred for Well related work before June 30th that cannot be captured in the current budget would be carried into the proposed FY 2026–27 budget.
Motion to approve the FY 2025–26 revised budget as presented was made by Councilperson Kim Hansen and seconded by Councilperson Mistie Christiansen. The motion carried unanimously.
6.4. Review 26-27 Proposed Budget – Set Public Hearing Date 
The proposed FY 2026–27 budget was submitted for council review. Any outstanding budget requests are to be submitted immediately. A public hearing date will be set for June 10th at 6:45.
7. Councilperson Mistie Christiansen
7.1. Planning and Zoning: General Plan – Set Public Hearing Date 
Councilperson Christiansen reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission met and approved two additions to the General Plan: (1) a new section in Chapter 2 on the development and building permit process, aimed at making the permitting process more accessible and user-friendly; and (2) a revised water supply section in Chapter 7 (Section 7.4) clarifying the town's water rights, well ownership, and the policy of utilizing wells during drought scenarios. The council discussed whether the well water language should reflect ongoing use rather than emergency backup use only. It was decided to delay setting a public hearing date until more information is gathered on the wells over the coming weeks.
Councilperson Christiansen also reported that the Planning and Zoning Commission appointed Laurel Kilpak as Chair, Shalayne Christiansen as Vice Chair, and Josh Gardner as Secretary.


7.2. EEMSSD 26:16
Councilperson Christiansen reported that the ambulance board (EEMSSD) intends to request $200,000 from county PILT funds, which would be used to raise on-call wages from $1 to $3 per hour. She noted that Emery's ambulance was out of service only 0.07% of the time last month, compared to 54% for the Orangeville/Castle Dale unit.
8. Councilperson Melissa Durfey
8.1. Emery Emergency Plan – CERT 
Councilperson Durfey reported that the CERT team met and is moving forward with obtaining emergency preparedness backpacks through donations and grants rather than direct supply. The team has an opening and is planning to pursue full CERT certification. Councilperson Durfey also presented a proposal for a metered 2,000-gallon water tank in town to allow residents to access water for gardens on a weekly basis and indicated she would provide the council with a written plan.
8.2. Pioneer Church Update 
Councilperson Durfey reported that Representative Logan Monson will visit on May 20th to tour the Pioneer Church and discuss potential funding assistance. The visit will also serve as an opportunity to discuss the town's water situation. Council members wishing to attend should contact Councilperson Durfey. She also raised concerns about litter around the town dumpsters and requested a community effort to address the issue.
9. Councilperson
9.1. Animal Control 
Mayor Funk indicated that animal control responsibilities will be handled as a team effort among Rick Price, Jake, and himself, with Jake coordinating day-to-day activities until further notice.
10. Town Maintenance – Rick Price 							      
11. Fire Department – Chief's Report 
Fire Chief Scott reported that the department's 11 firefighters are all red-card certified and are serving as a primary wildland fire response resource for the area, as the DNR currently has only one operational engine. Training continues, with six members attending an engine academy in Price over the upcoming weekend. The Chief noted that training exercises have been adjusted to conserve water.  Kyla was recognized for successfully completing Fire Fighter I certification (240 hours), making her the 5th person in the county to hold both Part 1 and Part 2 certification. All crew members are also BLS, CPR, and First Aid certified.
12. Townhall Staff – PTIF for B & C Road 2026 Transfer Request 
Town staff requested approval of two fund transfers: (1) a routine annual transfer of approximately $29,000 from PTIF to cover B & C Road expenditures, and (2) a transfer of $100,000 from the general fund to the checking account to bridge the gap while awaiting grant reimbursements, with all grant funds to be returned to the general PTIF fund upon receipt.
Motion to approve the transfer of $29,000 from PTIF for B & C Road funds and the transfer of $100,000 from the general fund to cover grant reimbursement timing. Councilperson Mistie Christiansen motioned and seconded by Councilperson Melissa Durfey. The motion carried unanimously.
13. Open Agenda 
13.1 During open discussion, community and council members raised several concerns and suggestions about the water situation. One community member reported a visible leak on the town’s trunk line behind the water treatment plant, estimated at 5–10 gallons per minute, or about 150,000 gallons per month. Councilperson Christiansen said she would ensure the appropriate parties are notified.
Several ideas were discussed for utilizing the town's wells for secondary water, including: piping well water directly into the secondary system via T-connections and valves; using frac tanks as intermediate storage; and a suggestion from Fire Chief Scott to explore a water trade with the canal company, pumping well water into the cove pond in exchange for equivalent shares into the town pipeline, which would dilute the high mineral content of the well water.
A community member also questioned the past decision to stop leasing additional water shares from the Muddy Creek Irrigation Company and asked how the town’s water situation had become so severe. It was noted that the current drought is once-in-100-years event, with water flows at about 6% of normal. The council stated that the town holds about 4% of all Muddy Creek shares and that Larson’s Reservoir, which stores about 120 acre-feet, should be able to meet culinary water needs for up to nine months. The council also discussed the possibility of proactively leasing available shares from other shareholders.
13.2
14. Adjournment

