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USU Board of Trustees Meeting - USU Eastern

Friday, June 5, 2026, at 12:30 PM - 4:15 PM MDT

Price, UT or via Zoom

Attendance

Trustees: 

Tessa White, Chair

Gina Gagon, Vice Chair

Max Alder

Ryan Dent

Brett Hugie (virtual)

David Huntsman

Luke Johnson

Kacie Malouf

Jacey Skinner

Clark Whitworth (absent)

Dave Petersen (absent)

University Representatives: 

Brad Mortensen, President

Tiffany Allison (virtual)

Paul Barr (virtual)

Lisa Berreau

Sterling Bone (virtual)

Janalyn Brown 

Steve Campbell (virtual)

Dave Cowley 

Dwight Davis (virtual)

Amanda DeRito (virtual)

Pam Dupin-Bryant

James Gibson

Crystal Giordano (virtual)
Eric Hawley

Allen Hill

Haley Klaassen

Burke Nazer

Jessica Oyler 

Bill Plate

Salesh Sharma (virtual)

Justen Smith

Brian Steed

Courtney White

Matt White

Kris Winter (virtual)

Other: 

Angie Stallings, USHE (virtual)

Ben Cornaby, USU Eastern Student (virtual)

Agenda
1. Welcome and Call to Order
12:36 PM
Presenter: Chair Tessa White

Chair White welcomed everyone in attendance and called the meeting to order.
2. Student Resolution and Commendation
12:38 PM
Presenter: Trustee Max Alder

Trustee Alder read the resolution and recognized Ben Cornaby.

3. Closed Session
12:46 PM
Motion: Vice Chair Gagon moved that in accordance with 52-4-205 of the Utah Code that the Trustees go into a closed session for the sole purpose of discussing the character, professional competence, physical or mental health of individuals, pending or reasonably imminent litigation, and the possible sale of real property. Motion seconded by Trustee Malouf. Roll call vote was initiated by Chair White and taken by Secretary Janalyn Brown. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative and the meeting moved to a closed session which commenced at 12:46 PM. 

Attendance

Trustees:

Tessa White, Chair

Gina Gagon, Vice Chair

Max Alder

Ryan Dent

Brett Hugie (virtual)

David Huntsman 

Luke Johnson

Kacie Malouf 

Jacey Skinner

Dave Petersen (absent)

Clark Whitworth (absent) 

University Representatives Present: 

Brad Mortensen, President

Janalyn Brown

Dave Cowley 

Burke Nazer (virtual)

Jessica Oyler

Motion: Trustee Huntsman moved to adjourn the closed session. Motion seconded by Trustee Dent. Voting was unanimous and the closed session concluded at 1:27 PM.

4. Reports
1:27 PM
4.1. Executive Committee (see report)
Presenter: Chair Tessa White

4.2. Audit, Risk, and Compliance Committee (see report)
Presenter: Trustee Ryan Dent

4.3. Research and Academic Approval Committee (see report)
Presenter: Trustee Gina Gagon

4.4. Statewide Mission and Campus Oversight Committee (see report)
Presenter: Vice Chair Gina Gagon

5. Cybersecurity Report
1:49 PM
Presenter: CIO Eric Hawley, Allen Hill

Chief Information Officer Eric Hawley and Chief Information Security Officer Allen Hill presented an overview of Utah State University’s approach to cybersecurity, describing it as a practical effort to manage risk while supporting the university’s core mission. They explained that the strategy centers on two main priorities: identifying everything that needs protection—such as devices, systems, data, and people—and then applying the right safeguards. It was emphasized that risk can’t be eliminated, but it can be controlled with thoughtful investment and coordination.
The presentation also outlined how the university prepares for and responds to incidents, focusing on detecting threats, responding effectively, recovering quickly, and learning from each event to improve future protections. A large portion of the presentation highlighted improvements made after a recent audit, including better documentation, clearer alignment with required standards, and stronger collaboration across departments.
6. The challenges of decentralized IT systems were also addressed, explaining that while different units may manage their own technology, they are all expected to follow the same university-wide rules and standards. It was noted that the institution is shifting from “ask and assume” to “know and ensure,” creating a more consistent and accountable cybersecurity program across campus.

7. President's Report
2:10 PM
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, VP Jessica Oyler

President Mortensen shared positive developments at the university, addressing student deferral increases, impactful extension programs, and leadership changes. Initiatives include combining leadership roles for better focus on student success, along with highlighting new dean and external relations roles. See President’s Report for further details.

7.1. Legislative Audit Update (see attached report)
The spreadsheet tracking the seventeen recommendations from the legislative audit was reviewed. There has been progress on each recommendation, and some have been completed. A written report on audit progress is planned for submission to the Auditor General by July 31st. 

8. Break
2:27 PM

9. Action Agenda
9.1. Approve: Utah State University State Appropriated Budget for FY27
2:38 PM
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, VP Dave Cowley

The FY27 Utah State University state appropriated budget was presented to the trustees. Pressure points for the upcoming year include competitiveness in faculty and staff retention, potential macroeconomic factors affecting state revenue, and how to manage anticipated large numbers from a forthcoming compensation study without clear funding sources. The idea of internal reallocation, not just looking for new resources, was discussed as a strategy for managing the budget effectively. Discussion included alternative funding strategies like partnerships with other institutions and shared services to increase efficiency and free up funds.

Motion: Trustee Dent moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the state appropriated budget for FY27 as presented. Motion was seconded by Vice Chair Gagon. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.2. Approve: Utah State University President's Budget for FY27 (see attached)
2:57 PM
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, VP Dave Cowley

The Board of Trustees discussed the budget for the President's Office in FY27. Updates of the President’s budget will be presented to the board quarterly throughout the year.

Motion: Trustee Hugie moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the President’s budget for FY27 as presented. Motion was seconded by Trustee Huntsman. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.3. Approve: Real Property Disposal (Price, UT) (see attached)
3:02 PM
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, President VP Dave Cowley

The proposal to dispose of 7.5 acres of property on the Price campus was discussed. Half of the proceeds are planned to be used for renovations to the remaining practice field.

Motion: Trustee Johnson moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the disposal of real property in Price, Utah, as presented. Motion was seconded by Trustee Dent. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.4. Approve: Real Property Acquisition (2.5 acres in Price, UT) (see attached)
3:05 PM
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, VP Dave Cowley

The proposal for the acquisition of 2.5 acres south of the Price campus was discussed.  

Motion: Trustee Malouf moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the acquisition of real property in Price, Utah, as presented. Motion was seconded by Vice Chair Gagon. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.5. Approve: Real Property Acquisition (Student Housing Development 
3:06 PM
in Price, UT) (see attached)
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, VP Dave Cowley

The proposal for the acquisition of 1.2 acres south of the Price campus was discussed. An agreement has been made for a developer to build new student housing on the property with 96 beds and 65 parking spots. Once completed, USU will purchase and operate the housing.

Motion: Trustee Skinner moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the acquisition of real property for a student housing development in Price, Utah, as presented. Motion was seconded by Trustee Johnson. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.6. Approve: Residence Hall Change of Site (Logan, UT) (see attached)
3:09 PM
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, VP Dave Cowley
The proposal for residence hall site change on the Logan campus was discussed. The proposed change is due to constraints and added costs at the originally planned site.

Motion: Trustee Alder moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the change of site for a residence hall in Logan, Utah, as presented. Motion was seconded by Trustee Malouf. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.7. Accept: Utah State University Athletics Reports for FY27 (see attached)
3:13 PM
Presenters: President Brad Mortensen, VP Dave Cowley

The athletics reports for USU Logan and USU Eastern, including the proposed athletics budget for FY 27, were discussed. Key sources of budget increase include a rise in development activity for athletics and contract adjustments. The athletics fundraising goal and efforts to increase revenue were also discussed.

Motion: Trustee Hugie moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the athletics reports for FY27 as presented. Motion was seconded by Trustee Huntsman. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.8. Accept: External Audit Reports (see attached)
3:50 PM
Presenter: Trustee Ryan Dent

The external audit reports were discussed. The ARC Committee reviewed these reports in their committee meeting and did not note any concerns. 

Motion: Trustee Skinner moved that the USU Board of Trustees accept the external audit reports as presented. Motion was seconded by Trustee Johnson. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.9. Accept: Utah State University Auxiliary and Service Enterprises Reports
3:28 PM
Presenter: VP Dave Cowley

The USU Statewide Auxiliary Service Enterprises reports were discussed. Various auxiliary services, including the Taggart Student Center and motor pool, are financially stable. However, dining services and housing at certain campuses require subsidies.

There was a suggestion by trustees to increase funding to address food insecurity at statewide campuses, specifically referencing Blanding and the need for coverage on weekends. VP Jessica Oyler noted this will be a topic in statewide budgetary and funding discussions.

Motion: Trustee Dent moved that the USU Board of Trustees accept the auxiliary and service enterprises reports as presented, with a follow-up action noted to address food insecurity at USU Blanding. Motion was seconded by Vice Chair Gagon. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative.

9.10. Approve: USU Board of Trustees Amended Bylaws
3:48 PM
Presenter: Interim General Counsel Burke Nazer
Burke Nazer presented amendments to the Board of Trustee bylaws. These amendments were largely due to 2026 Senate Bill 240, which updates the responsibilities of the Board.

Motion: Vice Chair Gagon moved that the USU Board of Trustees approve the amended bylaws as presented. Motion was seconded by Trustee Johnson. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. 

10. Consent Agenda
3:51 PM
Motion: Trustee Malouf moved that the Board of Trustees approve the Consent Agenda, apart from items 9.2.2, 9.4.1, 9.4.2, 9.4.3, and 9.4.4. Trustee Huntsman seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. Motion passed.
10.1. Approve: Meeting Minutes
10.1.1. 4.29.26 USU Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Minutes
10.1.2. 5.11.26 USU Board of Trustees Special Meeting Minutes

10.2. Approve: Expedited Tenure
10.2.1. Approve: Expedited Tenure S.J. & Jessie E. Quinney College of Agriculture & Natural Resources Dean Derek McLean
10.2.2. Approve: Expedited Tenure Department of Psychology Associate Professor Dr. Aaron J. Fischer

10.3. Academic Approvals
10.3.1. Approve: Certificates
10.3.1.1. Professional Writing and Communication Certificate in College of Arts and Sciences
10.3.1.2. Foundations of Artificial Intelligence Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the College of Arts and Sciences
10.3.1.3. Middle School Mathematics Certificate in the College of Arts and Sciences
10.3.1.4. Substance Use Disorder Counseling Certificate in the Emma Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services
10.3.1.5. Transportation Infrastructure Electrification Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the College of Engineering
10.3.1.6. Organizational Leadership Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
10.3.1.7. Commercial Driver's License (CDL)-Class B Technical Certificate int he S.J. and Jessie E. Quinney College of Agriculture and Natural Resources
10.3.2. Approve: Discontinuations
10.3.2.1. Master of Fitness Promotion (Master of Applied Kinesiology) in the Emma Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services
10.3.2.2. Surgical Technology Associate of Applied Science in the S.J. and Jessie E. Quinney College of Agriculture and Natural Resources
10.3.3. Approve: Name Change
10.3.3.1. Master of Data Analytics (Statistics) to Master in Applied Machine Learning Statistics in the College of Arts and Sciences
10.3.3.2. Web Development Minor to Full-Stack Development Minor in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
10.3.3.3. Web Development Post-Bachelor's Certificate to Full-Stack Development Post-Bachelor's Certificate in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
10.3.3.4. Information Systems: Web Development Emphasis Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science to Information Systems: Full-Stack Development Emphasis Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business
10.3.4. Approve: New Degree
10.3.4.1. Professional Sales Bachelor of Science in the Jon M. Huntsman School of Business

10.4. Policy Approvals:
10.4.1. Policy 3207: Wage & Salary Administration
10.4.2. Policy 3311: Employee Gifts & Awards
10.4.3. Policy 4000: Composition & Authority of the Faculty
10.4.4. Policy 5208: Digital Accessibility

11. Information Agenda
11.1. Interim Policy 1003: Strategic Reinvestment Plan
11.2. Report of Investments for January 2026
11.3. Report of Investments for February 2026
11.4. Report of Investments for March 2026
11.5. Interim Policy 4111: Time & Effort Reporting

12. Adjourn
4:01 PM
Motion: Vice Chair Gagon moved to adjourn the meeting. Trustee Malouf seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous in the affirmative. Meeting adjourned.  
_____________________________________         _____________________________________
Tessa White, Chair                                                         Janalyn Brown, Secretary

_____________________________________
Date Approved
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