










UDOT (Utah Department of Transportation) applies the Utah MUTCD (Manual 
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices), which aligns with the national MUTCD 
11th Edition (and prior editions with updates) for bicycle signage on state 
highways and facilities. Utah Code treats bicycles as vehicles (§ 41-6a-1102) that 
must obey all traffic-control devices, and defines a bicycle lane as a designated 
portion of the roadway marked by striping, signage, pavement markings, or 
barriers for preferential or exclusive bicycle use (§ 41-6a-102). A traffic-control 
device may direct bicyclists to use an adjacent path instead of the roadway when 
available (§ 41-6a-1105). Signage follows uniform MUTCD standards; 
engineering judgment determines exact placement, spacing, and need based on 
safety studies, roadway design, and active transportation policies. 

Common Practical Spacing Guidelines 

The MUTCD does not specify a fixed distance for no-parking signs (R7 series, 
including R7-9/R7-9a for bike lanes). Spacing is determined by engineering 
judgment to ensure signs are visible and legible to drivers in time to comply, 
considering roadway speed, sight distance, traffic volume, and transitions between 
permitted and prohibited zones. 

In practice, agencies commonly follow these guidelines: 

• Install signs at the beginning and end of the prohibited section, with
directional arrows or “BETWEEN SIGNS” plaques as needed to define
boundaries.

• Repeat signs at maximum intervals of 200–300 feet (often ≤ 270 feet) in
urban areas for standard R7 signs, based on typical letter height and
legibility (roughly 1 inch of letter height per 30 feet of viewing distance).

• On higher-speed or rural sections, greater spacing may be appropriate, but
the restriction must remain clear throughout.

• For no-parking bike lane signs, placement typically aligns with bike lane
regulatory signs (R3-17 series), repeating after major intersections or at
intervals sufficient to reinforce the restriction.

Signs are usually angled 30–45 degrees toward approaching traffic and 
supplemented with pavement markings where possible. Exact spacing is set during 
design or traffic studies to ensure enforceability. 

General Signage Requirements (MUTCD Part 9, Chapter 9A) 

ATTACHMENT A



All bicycle signs must follow standard MUTCD shapes, legends, colors, and 
designs. Nonstandard or branding modifications that alter designs to draw extra 
attention are prohibited if they reduce uniformity. 

• Retro-reflectivity: All signs on bikeways (bicycle lanes, separated 
bikeways, shared-use paths) must be retroreflective. 

• Sizes: Signs affecting both bicyclists and motorists use conventional road 
sizes (e.g., from Tables 2B-1, 2C-1). For bicycle-only or shared-use path 
applications, smaller minimum sizes apply (detailed in Table 9A-1); larger 
sizes are allowed (and often preferred) for visibility. Diamond warning signs 
for path use may be as small as 18" x 18". 

• Placement and Mounting: 
o Roadway signs follow standard vertical mounting heights and lateral 

clearances. 
o On shared-use paths: Minimum 4 ft mounting height (bottom of sign 

to path surface); at least 2 ft lateral clearance from the path edge; at 
least 8 ft vertical clearance over the full path width. No part of the 
sign or support may encroach closer. Overhead signs on paths may 
need higher clearance for equestrians or maintenance vehicles. 

o Signs should avoid confusing other road users and must be maintained 
by a designated agency to command respect. 

Here is an illustration of typical sign placement on shared-use paths (based on 
MUTCD Figure 9A-1 / prior 9B-1): 

 



Regulatory Signs (MUTCD Chapter 9B) 

These are the most common signs UDOT uses for bicycle facilities. 

Bicycle Lane Signs (R3-17 series): Rectangular white sign with black legend and 
bicycle symbol. The main R3-17 BIKE LANE sign shows a white bicycle symbol 
above the words "BIKE LANE" in black capital letters on a white background with 
black border. 

 

• Used only with marked bicycle lanes (in conjunction with pavement 
markings like bike symbols or "BIKE LANE" words with arrows). 

• Placed at the beginning of the lane, in advance of the end, and at periodic 
intervals (spacing by engineering judgment, considering speed, intersections, 
and block length). Plaques include "AHEAD" (R3-17aP) and "ENDS" (R3-
17bP). 

BEGIN RIGHT TURN LANE YIELD TO BIKES (R4-4): Rectangular white 
sign with black text reading "BEGIN RIGHT TURN LANE" above a black arrow 
graphic, then "YIELD TO BIKES". It alerts motorists in a right-turn lane to yield 
to straight-through bicyclists. 



 

 

Bicycles May Use Full Lane (R4-11, sometimes re-designated in later 
editions): Rectangular white sign with black text "BICYCLES MAY USE FULL 
LANE" and a bicycle symbol. Used on narrow roadways without bike lanes to 
indicate bicyclists may occupy the full travel lane for safety. 

Bicycle WRONG WAY (R5-1b) with RIDE WITH TRAFFIC plaque (R9-
3cP): The R5-1b is a rectangular sign with "WRONG WAY" and a bicycle 
symbol; paired with a smaller plaque saying "RIDE WITH TRAFFIC" to correct 
wrong-way riding. 

No Parking BIKE LANE (R7-9 series): Enforces no parking/stopping in the bike 
lane (white sign with black text/symbol). 

Other regulatory signs include "NO MOTOR VEHICLES" (R5-3), "NO 
BICYCLES" (R5-6), "YIELD TO PEDESTRIANS" (R9-6), bicycle signal 
actuation (R10-22), and "EXCEPT BICYCLES" plaques to exempt bikes from 
certain rules. 

Warning Signs 

Bicycle Warning (W11-1): Diamond-shaped yellow (or fluorescent yellow-green) 
sign with a black bicycle symbol. Warns motorists of bicycles ahead or crossing 
areas. 



 
 

 
 

• Placed in advance of hazards or crossings. Other warnings include bicycle 
surface condition (W8-10 for bumps/grates), turn/curve (W1 series), or 
intersection warnings (W2 series). 

Guide and Route Signs 

Bicycle Route Guide (D11-1): Rectangular green sign with white border, white 
bicycle symbol above, and "BIKE ROUTE" in white capital letters below. Used for 
wayfinding on designated routes. 



 

• May include auxiliary plaques for arrows, distance, or direction. Numbered 
route markers (M1-8/M1-9) and destination/distance signs (D1 series 
variants) support navigation. These are often repeated at decision points and 
after intersections. 

Additional Elements 

Pavement markings (bike symbols, arrows, "sharrows," lane lines, and optional 
green treatments) complement signs and must follow MUTCD standards. STOP or 
YIELD signs on paths are used where needed. 
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