MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE
BOARD OF EMERY COUNTY COMMISSION
HELD IN THE EMERY COUNTY COURTHOUSE

MAY 19, 2026


Present at the meeting was acting Commissioner Chairman Jordan Leonard, Commissioner Keven Jensen, Commissioner Dennis Worwood absent for the meeting, Attorney Mike Olsen, Sheriff Tyson Huntington, Deputy Clerk/Auditor Cambie Jensen, elected officials and citizens.

CONSENT AGENDA

(1)
APPROVAL OF CHECK EDIT LIST, REQUISITIONS, AND DISPOSITIONS

The Warrant Check Edit List # 270984 through and including #271077 was presented for payment.

Requisitions were presented as follow:

REQUISITION		DESCRIPTION					AMOUNT

	11-26
	FoamDaddy HD Pro Stacker Foam Cannon
Library
	$2,729.26

	12-26
	Ballistic Shield
Sheriff
	$11,170.00

	13-26
	Chevrolet Silverado 1500
Road
	$58,495.00

	14-26
	2026 Ram 2500 Regular Cab
Road
	$56,895.00

	15-26
	2026 Ram 2500 Crew Cab
Road
	$60,300.00




(2)
APPROVAL OF MAY 5, 2026 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES

(3)
APPROVAL FOR THE EMERY COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY TO USE THE PRINTER AND RELATED SUPPLIES IN THE EMERY COUNTY ARCHIVES OFFICE

(4)
APPROVAL OF BUSINESS LICENSE FOR GOLF 3 ECHO ARMS, NICHOLAS AND ANDREA ERWIN


(5)
APPROVAL OF SHAYLEE RICHARDS TO BE A RESERVE DISPATCHER, WAGE $16.06 PER HOUR

(6)
APPROVAL TO HIRE BRIDGER CRITCHLOW AS A FULL TIME DISPATCHER I WITH FULL BENEFITS UNTIL HE BECOMES BCO OR LEO CERTIFIED. GRADE 14

(7)
APPROVAL TO REHIRE ERIK NIELSEN AS A SEASONAL WEED & MOSQUITO TECHNICIAN WORKING UP TO 29 HOURS PER WEEK WITH NO BENEFITS, WAGE $17.00 PER HOUR

(8)
APPROVAL TO HIRE EASTON THORNLEY AS A SEASONAL WEED & MOSQUITO TECHNICIAN WORKING UP 29 HOURS PER WEEK WITH NO BENEFITS, WAGE $16.00 PER HOUR

(9)
RECLASSIFY THE LUBE MECHANIC I POSITION FROM A GRADE 16 TO GRADE 17 AND THE LUBE MECHANIC II POSITION FROM A GRADE 17 TO A 18, RESULTING IN A 6% WAGE INCREASE

(10)
NOTIFICATION SELECTED REESE OLSEN, HANNAH FARLEY, ABBY MOULTON, KATE BELL, ELISE GRIGGS, RYLEIGH WHIMPEY, LILY WHITE, GRACELYNN ALLEN AND JASPER ALLEN AS PART TIME LIFEGUARDS WORKING UP TO 19.75 HOURS PER WEEK WITH NO BENEFITS, WAGE GRADE 3

(11)
APPROVAL TO APPOINT LARRY PACKER TO THE CED BOARD


DISCUSSION ITEMS

(1)
ITEMS PULLED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed.
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(2)
SAFETY MINUTE PRESENTATION - PRESTON WILSON, PATROL DEPUTY II
Preston Wilson, Patrol Deputy II, provided helpful information on hot weather, dehydration, and sunburns.

(3)
AWARDING OF SAFETY VISA GIFT CARDS - 551 DAYS WITHOUT A LOSS TIME INCIDENT
Part Time employee: Estelle Grange
Full Time employee: Brenda Lemon
Safety Sensitive employees: Camille Phillips and Emelyn Oliverson

(4)
PRESENTATION BY UTAH OFFICE OF ENERGY DEVELOPMENT REGARDING THE STATEWIDE PUBLIC EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGMENT CAMPAIGN ON NUCLEAR ENERGY
Tracy Rees, Deputy Director at the Utah Office of Energy Development, gave a presentation regarding their statewide nuclear education and community outreach campaign. She explained the why, the who, and the what behind their campaign. Commissioner Jordan Leonard expressed the question with county concerns which are safety and new technology. Commissioner Keven Jensen posed the question regarding funding. She stated the SME’s are not paid because they believe in the technology. Commissioner Keven Jensen asked the question regarding her comments toward visiting each county. She exclaimed that they have a lot of preliminary meetings. They meet with county commissioners, city councils, mayors, and a variety of local leadership to hear their local community concerns.They use the information to address the concerns before the community engagement event. The events are structured and try to meet the community needs and are customized to every community because they want the event to be meaningful to the specific community. Commissioner Jordan Leonard initiated the question regarding next steps. She answered accordingly by reaching out to the commissioners to see if there are other groups to talk to. She portrayed the process during the workshops being addressing the topics they were asked about. To conclude, she explained that the state is trying to make sure that people understand nuclear so communities can engage in a meaningful way and want the people to understand. Presentation only. 






(5)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MONETARY DONATION TO CANYON VIEW MIDDLE SCHOOL ARCHERY TEAM AS THEY TRAVEL TO ARCHERY WORLDS COMPETITION IN DAYTONA BEACH, FL
Todd Thorn, coach, and a few of the team members from the Canyon View Middle School Archery Team came before the Board of Commissioners regarding their Archery’s World Competition in Dayton Beach, Florida. They came to the Board of Commissioners to see if they are willing to make a donation toward their team of sixteen kids that are going to the competition. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to donate $250 to all those sixteen participating youths. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none 

(6)
BID OPENING: EMERY COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING CARPET REPLACEMENT 
Bid was opened and read aloud as follow:
Abbey’s Carpet/Kevin’s Carpet - $89,532.00
Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to accept the bid. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen 
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(7)
DISCUSSION AND PLAN OF ACTION REGARDING HIRING AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Commissioner Jordan Leonard exclaimed the State Economic office wanted this on the agenda to visit and see what the Board of Commissioners want to do. He also expressed his thoughts on it being a need for the county and they have some needs they need to go after as a county to generate more income so they are looking to potentially hire an economic development director moving forward. Commissioner Keven Jensen explained they’ve discussed this a little bit and other counties can use that rural grant money to help with the cost. He also expressed his thoughts of it being a good thing to move forward with an Economic Development Director making sure that scope will work and they understand their responsibilities. He stated he thinks they need to fundamentally change what they’ve been doing and really focus on Green River and look at that as the spot for development and do what we can on this side. Commissioner Jordan Leonard expressed his thoughts on next steps by looking at job descriptions of somebody’s dynamic whether they can get along with the Board of Commissioners and different groups as well as being an independent thinker. Commissioner Keven Jensen stated the thought of them being creative as well. He also stated his thoughts on it being a benefit for the existing businesses to have this resource to be able to come in and keep up with policies and potential programs that are out there and may help them. He stated that they could help those that are around. Discussion only.

(8)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE EQUITABLE SHARING AGREEMENT AND CERTIFICATION ANNUAL CERTIFICATION REPORT
The Sheriff, Tyson Huntington, explained this item is their annual certification with equitable sharing which allows them to partner with federal agencies when it comes to seizing money, property, or vehicles. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve Emery County Sheriff’s Office Equitable Sharing Agreement and Certification Annual Certification Report. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen 
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(9)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EMERY COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE STATE TASK FORCE GRANT APPLICATION (STFG) 27F02 FOR A GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $70,000.00 FROM THE UTAH DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE
The Sheriff, Tyson Huntington, explained that the Utah Department of Criminal Justice granted them a $70,000.00 grant. He stated they use that money for anything related to their Drug Task Force and a few other major crimes. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve Emery County Sheriff’s Office State Task Force Grant in the amount of $70,000.00 from the Utah Department of Criminal Justice. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(10)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AWARDING EMERY COUNTY TRAILS GRANT APPLICATIONS
AnnDee Mead requested the approval to accept all three applicants to award all three with $10,000.00 from their $30,000.00 grant they administer. The grant is used toward local communities to help with trails and recreation infrastructure for visitors and locals. The three projects included paving the Orangeville walking trail, building a new bike trail in Emery Town, and the Swell Retreat completing their inca and bike trail. AnnDee explained that if the project falls through they will split the money with the remaining projects. Commissioner Keven Jensen asked, “is there a deadline where the project falls through?” AnnDee answered the question by explaining the 6 month report they do to which Commissioner Keven Jensen proclaimed a 3 month report. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve $10,000.00 for each of the projects being Emery, Orangeville and Swell Retreat with a 3 month report to ensure if the project is not satisfactory they will take the $10,000.00 and use it for the other project and give them time to finish. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed.  
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(11)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY EVENTENY ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION
AnnDee Mead explained Eventeny being an online platform they’ve used for several years to organize and work events. This platform gives them the ability to not only market the events but receive applications from vendors, volunteers, workers or anything that may need help organizing. She also expressed the subscription is for $2,880.00. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the Eventeny Annual Subscription for $2,880.00 this year. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(12)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY TRAVEL BUREAU MOVING FORWARD WITH 2026 CO-OP MARKETING GRANT APPLICATION
AnnDee Mead explained the Co-op marketing grant comes from the Utah Office of Tourism. Travel utilizes this grant to help with marketing and events. She expressed that they are looking to go after $60,000.00 worth of Co-op Marketing Grant funds that they will end up matching with their eligible expenses they are already spending money on in their offices. Commissioner Jordan Leonard asked if it is usually funded to which AnnDee replied by explaining it is pretty competitive where they don’t usually get their full ask. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the Travel Bureau to move forward with the 2020 Co-op Marketing Grant Application for $60,000.00. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed.  
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(13)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY CONTRACT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND LOS AVILES FOR CONCRETE WORK AT CASTLE DALE BRANCH LIBRARY
Commissioners Keven Jensen and Jordan Leonard explained this is the same project happening but this is a contract to finish the concrete at the library. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the contract between Emery County and Los Aviles for concrete work at Castle Dale Branch Library. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(14)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY MOU BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY BUSINESS CHAMBER AND EMERY COUNTY REGARDING A PARTNERSHIP WITH THE GREEN RIVER BUSINESS ALLIANCE
Patsy Stoddard explained the community impact board was approached by the Green River Business Alliance and they expressed they wanted help with activities, training, and events they are having in Green River with regards to their businesses. She also explained the economic board decided to donate $5,000.00 for that purpose and they want the Business Chamber to facilitate that. In order for the Business Chamber to facilitate any use of funds they need an MOU between Emery County and the Business Chamber. Commissioner Keven Jensen expressed he liked the idea because we are “kind of gluing and filling in the gap, the divide.” Commissioner Jordan Leonard expressed how it will benefit Green River and give us some cohesion to work together with the businesses. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve a MOU between Emery County Business Chamber and Emery County regarding a partnership with the Green River Business Alliance. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed.
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY:  none

(15)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY ALLOCATING $5,000 OF RURAL COUNTY GRANT FUNDS TO THE ECBC TO FACILITATE THE PARTNERSHIP AND PROGRAMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE GRBA
Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the $5,000.00. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(16)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY SENDING ANNEXATION NOTIFICATIONS REGARDING PARCEL 04-0019-0030 AND 04-0019-0029 A PROPOSED ANNEXATION INTO ORANGEVILLE CITY
Commissioner Keven Jensen explained the parcels are the Industrial Park and Research Center that the state owns and the services they receive come from Orangeville City and Castle Valley Special Service District. Commissioner Jordan Leonard explained that SSD already invested in sewer and water up there to benefit the City of Orangeville being a part of that. Commissioner Keven Jensen expressed their understanding of annexing an island, the county and the town have to agree so this is us beginning the process. He also expressed he thinks it's a good thing for them. Commissioner Jordan Leonard opened comments from anybody in Orangeville. Kevin Butler expressed the debate on whether it's an island or not. He also expressed they are leaning towards it not being an island and completing the annexation with it not being in that scenario. He also portrayed they are trying not to do that because it's against their city policies to do that. Commissioner Keven Jensen brought the question if they are looking at other parcels. Kevin Butler responded, “the parcels in between the property and Orangeville have been looked at to annex as well to make it all connected.” Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve sending annexation notifications regarding parcel 04-0019-0030 and 04-0019-0029 into Orangeville City. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none 

(17)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY A RESOLUTION REMOVING PARCEL 04-0019-0030 FROM THE UIPA CASTLE COUNTRY INDUSTRIAL PARK PROJECT AREA
Commissioner Keven Jensen expressed he thinks it's pretty important annexing it into the city. Commissioner Jordan Leonard added it probably makes it a little cleaner with taxes and things like that. Commissioner Keven Jensen motioned to approve a resolution removing parcel 04-0019-0030 from the UIPA Castle Country Industrial Park Project Area. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(18)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY, EMERY COUNTY LOCAL BUILDING AUTHORITY AND VALAR ATOMICS REGARDING PARCEL 04-0019-0030
Commissioner Jordan Leonard expressed how Valar is looking to expand and move forward and to make sure we get this done properly. He also stated they were able to get it appraised and looked at the averages of the appraisals. The asking price would be $394,500.00. Commissioner Keven Jensen expressed his opinion on it being a big benefit when looking at the revenues and jobs. He also stated as the Emery County Local Building Authority the commission is the same board as that so when that meeting is next it will just be a ratification in the LBA meeting. Commissioner Jordan Leonard expressed the state would also like to obtain some land up there as well. He then portrayed his opinion on thinking it's a good thing. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the purchase and sale agreement between Emery County, Emery County Local Building Authority and Valar Atomics regarding parcel 04-0019-0030 in the amount of $394,500.00. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none



(19)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY REQUEST ON BEHALF OF EMERY TOWN AND MUDDY CREEK IRRIGATION CO., FOR FORMAL SUPPORT OF THE PURSUIT OF EMERGENCY AND LONG TERM FUNDING TO ADDRESS WATER ISSUES IN THE TOWN OF EMERY
Mistie Christiansen came before the Board of Commissioners to discuss the multiple conversations regarding the issues Emery Town is facing. She explained that having no snow pack could get really serious for the town. She expressed that now is the time to push hard on funding to hopefully prevent it from happening again. She requested formal support as they pursued the funding. She explained they will be creating a letter asking for signatures from the Board of Commissioners and the town from the different partners to move forward. Commissioner Keven Jensen expressed the need and the great opportunity to see help with what they can do. He also asked if there are other projects somewhere else too. She replied with “nothing is off the table,” if it can help secure the opportunity for drinking water next year. Commissioner Jordan Leonard asked to be kept in the loop to try to support where they can. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve this request, formal support to pursue everything in this emergency time. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE:  Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY:  none

(20)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT BETWEEN EMERY COUNTY AND THE BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT REGARDING NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL 
Cory Worwood explained to the Board of Commissioners the amendment isn’t anything that affects their noxious weed treatments on the BLM or the money they give for it. Commissioner Keven Jensen clarified that this is a ratification. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve the ratification of the amendment to contract between Emery County and the Bureau of Land Management regarding noxious weed control. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(21)
DISCUSS/APPROVE/DENY PEARSON VUE AUTHORIZED TEST CENTER AGREEMENT
The Sheriff, Tyson Huntington, explained this is an agreement between the county and Pearson for GED and high school diploma testing at the jail for the inmates. He also stated he sent the contract to Attorney Mike Olsen and Melany Weaver. Attorney Mike Olsen explained he received it and didn’t see any concerns. Commissioner Keven Jensen made a motion to approve Pearson VUE Authorized Test Center Agreement. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard. The motion passed. 
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none

(22)
ELECTED OFFICIAL REPORTS.
The Sheriff reported that they have been busy with Search & Rescue. He also wanted to remind everybody to be safe out there and call early rather than late.
Commissioner Keven Jensen reported the Board of Commissioners did not pass an ordinance two weeks ago. The Board of Commissioners approved solar and approved beginning the process to move forward with an ordinance.
Commissioner Jordan Leonard reported a business tour tomorrow at Huntington Power Plant. It is open to the public at noon. He also gave a shoutout to the high school track team being state champs. 

(23)
ADJOURN
Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Commissioner Keven Jensen, seconded by Commissioner Jordan Leonard, and the motion passed.
AYE: Keven Jensen
         Jordan Leonard
NAY: none



ATTEST:_______________________ COMMISSIONER___________________________


