
Conditions of the District
June 2026


· Managers Note:

June arrives, and so do the mosquitoes. 

June is crunch time for SSLVMAD, with all of our programs ramping up to full operational capacity. On any given day, we are moving at a high level of operational productivity, with the following as our current benchmarks:

• 50+ homes visited per day for fish and horse trough deliveries
• 1,200–1,600 catch basins being treated, with several cities already completed
• 40–80 acres of wetlands inspected daily
• 50+ traps being hung weekly, with full identification and inspection being completed by interns

It’s busy, and it will only get busier as each team falls into a strong rhythm and groove. In conjunction with that momentum, the remainder of our seasonal staff begin onboarding and operational training today, June 8th. This brings our workforce up to 25 seasonal staff and interns. By the end of June, our goal is that we will not only be at full strength, but also settling into a routine that allows the District to run efficiently during the high-disease months of July and August.

That is, as long as the disease stays at bay until July. Even with ongoing drought conditions across the Intermountain West, the risk of early detection within Utah is very real. We are already seeing early signs of West Nile activity across the broader western U.S., with multiple states reporting positive mosquito pools and initial detections in birds. We have also seen human cases nationally, with several states reporting ongoing activity to the CDC. History has shown that activity can build quickly, and with Utah coming off one of the worst years in recent history for West Nile and St. Louis encephalitis, it remains a concern. Our focus is to be ahead of the curve, not reacting to it.

As part of that proactivity, we are participating in several public events and private speaking engagements to drum up support for citizen initiatives, including water dumping and citizen reporting of standing water.  Dan spoke at the monthly meeting of the Utah Pond Club, with an attendance of over 50 pond owners throughout the Wasatch Front.  We also fielded a booth at the Sego Lily Spring Fair, a popular event held up at the Sego Lily gardens in Sandy.  The remainder of the month and early next month has these events currently scheduled: 

•West Fest from June 18th-20th
•Riverton Town Days July 4th

Hydrological conditions are being monitored due to their influence on mosquito habitat. Current observations are as follows:

· Jordan River: Approximately 336 cubic feet per second, about 110% of normal for this time of year (seasonal average ~306 cfs). [snoflo.org]
· Reservoirs and Lakes:
· Jordanelle Reservoir: Storage levels remain near seasonal norms (77%) but peaking early due to early runoff; recent data show stable inflows and releases with storage around 242,000 acre-feet. [usbr.gov]
· Rockport Reservoir: Storage levels slightly below seasonal norms (89%) with early peak [https://water.utah.gov/reservoirlevels/]
· Deer Creek Reservoir: Conditions remain near seasonal capacity (85%), though part of an early-peaking runoff system [kpcw.org]
· Utah Lake: Remains moderately high (77%) but expected to decline earlier than usual due to reduced sustained inflow [townlift.com]
· Snowpack: Statewide snowpack was record-low and peaked early, at roughly 50% (or less) of typical levels, with runoff projections near 50% of average. [water.utah.gov]
· Great Salt Lake (South Arm): Approximately ~4192 feet elevation, remaining well below the target healthy range (slight short-term fluctuations possible).

Water conditions remain below typical long-term expectations for this time of year despite some rivers briefly running near or slightly above normal. Snowpack peaked weeks earlier than normal at historically low levels, significantly limiting sustained runoff into rivers and reservoirs. Early runoff has already occurred, and many systems are now transitioning into seasonal decline earlier than expected.

The Great Salt Lake remains below its minimum target elevation, with continued exposure of playa and lakebed areas.

These conditions may influence mosquito-borne disease patterns. Reduced and earlier water availability can compress mosquito breeding habitats into smaller, more concentrated areas, particularly along rivers, wetlands, and receding shorelines. Warmer temperatures, combined with stagnant or slow-moving water, may support accelerated mosquito development and increased virus amplification.

We participated in the first Arboviral call of the season.  During the call, we were able to corroborate some of the observations we have been making with the other Districts.  With the early season exceptionally warm, many other Districts are reporting a significant surge in mosquitoes.  This could be very problematic in future months, as mosquitoes grow exponentially (mathematically, not hyperbolically), which means we could see anywhere between two or three additional generations of growth, which could see large numbers of mosquitoes coming from the Great Salt Lake and Utah Lake.  We will continue to monitor the situation

As part of our discussion with the arboviral group, the New World Screwworm was brought up.  Although we are not the primary office with this issue, we are an auxiliary office that often gets calls.  To this point, it has not affected day-to-day operations. The state vet has asked us to field questions and send inquiries directly to them.  At the national level, some of the CDC operations that normally deal with mosquitoes will likely be shifted to address the screwworm, which might limit the tools available to us.  We are very early into this, and the situation is constantly changing.  The District is in a special place among the other mosquito abatement districts, as we already do some monitoring of agriculturally important pests, with our Blackfly Program

· Mosquito-Borne Disease:
	                 
	SSLVMAD
	SL County
	Utah
	Nationally

	WNV – Non-Human Activity
	0
	0
	0
	10 states reporting

	WNV - Human
	0
	0
	0
	13 (7 states)

	WNV - Deaths
	0
	0
	0
	-

	Dengue (T)
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Malaria (L)
	-
	-
	-
	 

	Chikungunya/Zika (T) 
	-
	-
	-
	-



	CO2 + Gravid + BGS Traps
	May
	Through May
	YTD

	Total 2026
	2169
	2169
	2443

	5-year average total
	1458.8
	1495.8
	2840.4

	Average per trap 2026
	9.04
	9.04
	9.22

	5-year average per trap
	6.70
	6.65
	9.36





· Conferences 2026:
National Drone Conference – September 1-3, Las Vegas
UMAA – October 26-28 Ogden, Utah
UASD – November 5-7 , Layton, Utah
Conferences 2027
WCMVCA- Dates to be announced – Ogden, Utah
AMCA-Dates to be announced – St.Louis, Missouri

· Operational Notes
· Bi-Weekly Utah Arboviral phone calls with the DHHS
· West Nile Testing Has Begun
· Positive West Nile Pools will now be reported to Board Members of municipalities

· Safety Report:
Leading Indicators
	
	Area Safety Audits
	Seasonal Safety Training 
	Safety Committee Mtgs.

	Monthly Goal
	3
	24
	1

	Completed
	3
	16
	1

	Year to Date
	15
	16
	5



Reports
	
	Close Calls
	Reported Incidents
	Workers Comp. Incidents
	Public Complaint
	Lost Time Incidents
	Liability Claims
	Property Claims
	Auto Incidents
	Notices of Violations

	This Month
	2
	6
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0

	Year to Date
	4
	8
	2
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0



