MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 			      		             May 20, 2026
OF THE TOWN OF CLARKSTON									        7:00 P.M. 
Town Council Meeting held at the Clarkston Town Hall, 24 South Main, Clarkston, UT

Attendance: 
Mayor: Ryan L. Thompson 

Councilmembers: Jeff Noble, Brayden Goodey, Danny Godfrey and Jared Petersen 

Town Clerk: Holly Jones

Public: Jane Young, Lisa Aedo, Paul Buntin, Suzanne Thompson, Elaine Goodey  
1. 	CALL TO ORDER:
Mayor Thompson called the Clarkston Town Council to order at 7:00 p.m. Councilmember Noble offered Reverence and led the Pledge of Allegiance to begin the meeting. 
Mayor Thompson addressed the minutes of the May 6,  2026 Town Council Meeting. Councilmember Noble made a motion to approve the minutes of May 6, 2026. Councilmember Petersen seconded the motion. All were in favor. Motion carried.  
2. 	BUSINESS: 
Resolution 26-07 “A Resolution Amending the Clarkston Town Master Fee Schedule to Include a Disinterment Fee and Decrease the Boundary Line Adjustment Fee”  - Mayor Thompson read Resolution 26-07. Councilmember Goodey made a motion to adopt the resolution. Councilmember Petersen seconded the motion. 
Roll Call Vote: 
Mayor Thompson		            X   Aye ___No ___ Abstain ____Absent
Councilmember Noble		            X   Aye ___No ___ Abstain         Absent	
Councilmember Goodey	            X   Aye ___No ___ Abstain ____Absent
Councilmember Godfrey	            X   Aye ___No ___ Abstain         Absent
Councilmember Petersen	            X   Aye ___No ___ Abstain ____Absent

Business License Applications – Mayor Thompson read the business information of both applicants. 
Ally Drafting & Design, LLC – Dustin Lema
The Risky Biscuit – Jason Gnehm 
There were no other questions from the council members. Councilmember Godfrey made a motion to approve both business licenses. Councilmember Goodey seconded the motion. All were in favor. Both licenses were approved.   
Budget Review Discussion – The Councilmembers were given a copy of the proposed budget. The Mayor had made some minor revisions to it from the previous year’s budget. (Exhibit A) They were asked to review it. The budget hearing is scheduled for the next Town Council meeting on June 3, 2026. 
Multi Town Water Project Discussion – The Cache County Water District has drawn up a map of five towns, Clarkston, Trenton, Newton, Cornish, and Lewiston. They are considering tying all of those water systems together eventually, with valves in-between. One reason they gave was because that is the direction the State is moving and they like to see things like that. The Mayor stated that in some ways it helps to protect our water rights. In other ways, you help out other towns. Currently, Trenton is talking to Cornish because their water lines are right next to each other. If Trenton tied into Cornish it could possibly leave more water up here for Clarkston and Newton. Cornish has recently redone their well and it is supposedly producing enough to help support Trenton relatively easily. The west side of the valley has all of the wells it can support. The map the Water District has drawn up takes water from the east side of the valley and pipes it all the way over to all of the five communities water tanks. The project is 8 to 12 million dollars. They said that is the only place a well could be dug that would be substantial enough to provide enough water for anyone. Lewiston put a well in recently and they are getting 1,800 gallons per minute. The Mayor said that if the project moves forward, it would be possible to provide for three or four towns and get more water than we are right now. The model was only to Trenton’s water tank, so it would be extra to bring it to Clarkston, which currently looks like it would be an extra two million dollars. Everyone would share in the expense. Councilmember Godfrey pointed out that the total would be fourteen million that would be split between the five communities. The Mayor said that was correct unless there were some towns that did not want to join the project, which would cost the other towns more. He reiterated that it was just being talked about at the present time and wanted to let the Councilmembers know what was going on. However, Trenton is currently in talks with Cornish and Lewiston about connecting to their systems, which could possibly mean they would be taking less from up here. The Mayor felt that the whole project would probably happen at some point, but not in the near future. They all felt that the fourteen million estimate was probably low and would only increase as the years go by. 
Another option the Water District discussed was combining all the communities’ funds together and having one main water person doing everything. He would be the one to deal with the state. The Council all agreed they preferred to have our own operator here in town.        
New Cache County Fire District Discussion – Cache County recently voted on and passed the creation of the new Cache County Fire District. It will be its own separate entity. Everyone in the county will see an increase in property taxes except for Logan, Smithfield, and North Logan. Those communities felt they were being double taxed because they have their own Fire Departments independent of Cache County. They should not be required to tax their citizens for their town Fire Departments and then tax them again for the county’s Fire District. The total tax levy has not been decided yet, but the original numbers were $185 per year on a $600,000 home, so half would be a $300,000 home. 
The district will collect the taxes and then give it back to the towns through vouchers. It won’t be a cash check that would go into our general fund. It must be spent on “approved” fire and EMS equipment. He did not know what “approved” means yet; they are still working it out. Depending on what tax rate they decide to go with, he has seen numbers between $13,000 - $31,000 per year. He wondered if the Town Council wanted to lower Clarkston’s taxes to adjust for it but thought it might not be worth it if it ended up being $13,000. He felt everyone’s taxes were going to go up whether Clarkston adjusts or not. Towns will be able to roll it over from year to year. He thought the problem was that if we needed a new firetruck, and we were getting $13,000 vouchers, Clarkston could save for the rest of its life and still not be able to afford one. Taxes from residents in unincorporated areas of Cache County would go to Cache County and they will use it to help fund smaller towns who are not getting sufficient help. 
Some towns are talking about making interlocal agreements, which means combining their vouchers and sharing equipment. The Mayor questioned who would be in charge of shared equipment and where it would be kept. He didn’t like the idea of our equipment being in Trenton or Newton when we needed it. The Town Council would need to make a decision by June 30 if they wanted to lower Clarkston’s tax, because the budget must be adopted by that time. He proposed waiting to see what happens this year and adjust next year. The Councilmembers also wanted to discuss it with some of the other smaller communities in the area and see how they are proposing to handle it. 

Public Comment:
Jane Young – She wanted to know if Clarkston Town was under a water district and how much that affected the town’s ability to decide what it wanted to do. The Mayor said that we are in a water district and they are the ones who put the project together. Their job is to help towns with water projects. 
Lisa Aedo – Ms. Aedo wanted to introduce herself as the new Countywide Planner. She is looking at the different questions or projects that the municipalities in the county may be interested in working on or need help with. She is here to serve. One of her tasks is to coordinate with the Cache Open Space Advisory Committee; she is currently working with some landowners in various parts of the county to put their land in conservation easements, which helps perpetuate open space. She is also working on a corridor study. Several smaller rural municipalities have expressed interest in getting help with their General Plan development or a Road Master Plan. She would be happy to help Clarkston with whatever the Town Council would like help with.      
3.	DEPARTMENTS:
Mayor Thompson:
Pony Express Discussion – Councilmember Goodey stated they needed to finalize the timeline of events so that the schedule could be published, hopefully on June 1st. A rough draft of the schedule was given to each of the Councilmember to make any needed corrections. Times and fees for various events were discussed and some changes were made. They expressed interest in ordering T-shirts for the event and wanted to contact Casey and Candice Andersen about providing those. The water bottles with the Clarkston Town logo on them are here and ready. They plan on selling them at cost. They decided not to pursue any other food vendors. The Escarenos will be selling out of the 76er and there are two snack vendors that have signed up as well. They felt that would be sufficient. The gun raffle will remain the same pricing as the previous year.  
The Mayor mentioned that the logo stating that the town was incorporated in 1964 was erroneous. He said that in researching it, 1964 was the centennial celebration of Clarkston. The person who drew the design put “Incorporated” instead of “Centennial” and it just stayed that way.
Wristbands will be free, but attendees must sign a consent form to get one. They will also be used for the Skeet Shoot. 
The Town Council will serve dinner that evening. They will also need to pick up the hot boxes from Texas Roadhouse that day.  
They have a buggy for the Citizen of the Year to ride in for the parade. The Mayor will ask their family if they are alright riding in a buggy. Another option would be a flatbed trailer with a lawn chair.  
There was some discussion about having an announcer for the parade. It was still under consideration. 
Public Comment: 
Jane Young – Ms. Young is helping with the parade. She wanted to video tape the parade. She said there is video footage on YouTube of two old Pony Express parades, one from 1976 and one from 2014. She wanted to use them on Facebook for advertising purposes and liked the idea of documenting this year’s parade as well. 
She thought it might be too difficult to have an announcer for the parade because they would need to know the line up. That might not work; they may just line up in the order they get here. 
Councilmember Goodey asked Ms. Young if she was still planning on doing a cake after the parade to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the United States. She said she talked to Curtis Godfrey because he was the one that really wanted to celebrate America’s birthday and tie it in with the 76er. The 76er was named that because it was built in 1976 after 1776. She suggested Mr. Godfrey would be the one to talk to about that. She offered to follow up with him. Councilmember Goodey appreciated her willingness to do that and suggested having a little program after dinner and before the band with the cake. 
Councilmember Noble: 
Fire Department – The push for more volunteers has not been producing any results. They are open to suggestions. The Councilmembers said they would be willing to ask people directly if Fire Chief Andersen would provide a list of who he wanted them to ask.      
Parks and Recreation – There were some Clarkston Town signs affixed to power poles. Rocky Mountain asked to have them removed. Mr. Davis, who is over the parks, was able to get them down. He and Councilmember Noble will decide how and where to get them back up. 
Councilmember Noble was still working with the company putting in the new slide at the park. They have not given him an exact installation date. He was hopefully it could still be done before Pony Express but does not want to be in construction during Pony Express, which may push it until after June 27.
The invoice for the town clean-up dumpsters came in; both he and the Mayor thought it was very reasonable and pleased with the outcome. 
Councilmember Goodey:
Youth Council – All of their upcoming events have to do with Pony Express. He spoke to their advisor about helping with the flag raising ceremony. She will get back to him.   
Planning Commission – Councilmember Goodey took the setback discussion to the Planning Commission. They responded positively to the possibility of changing the thirty-foot setback. They want think and discuss it more. They discussed some changes to the wording of the zoning ordinances to make them clearer and easier to understand. 
They have a lot split in the works. The Town does not own the right-of-way in front of the parcel requesting a minor subdivision. The Commission is trying to find some answers to their questions concerning the legalities of that before they decide if the lot split is possible or not. The landowners have set up a meeting with the State concerning access to property from the state road.     
Councilmember Godfrey:  
Cemetery – Mr. Buntin, Mr. Davis, Mr. Andersen, and Councilmember Godfrey have all been out to the cemetery getting it ready for Memorial Day. He stated it looked good and was ready to go. There was a leak in the men’s bathroom; they were able to get it fixed. They just need to get both bathrooms cleaned up and ready for Memorial Day weekend as well. People are already starting to show up and put flowers on the graves. He mentioned last meeting that they will need to get an edger. He said there are a ton of graves that the grass has grown in and over the headstones that need to be cutback. He estimated a third of the flat headstones needed edging. They will be ready for a dumpster the following Monday, June 1. There are two signs at the cemetery stating flowers will be removed after a week. 
There are two push mowers that will not start. He wondered if he should take them somewhere or someone in town could work on them. It would be nice to use them for in between headstones. They are currently using the weed eater and the push mower would save them a lot of time. There is another weed eater at the cemetery that they can’t get started either. The leaf blower is working and has been a big help getting grass off the headstones. They will need to get some tools and fix the equipment in the next year, which will be something to consider with the budget.
The cemetery would welcome the Youth Council, or anyone else, who would like to help with removal of decorations after Memorial Day.  
Public Comment:
Paul Buntin – Mr. Buntin is the cemetery sexton. He stated that people leave glass and all kinds of things on and around headstones that are safety hazards for the cemetery personnel. He has also been finding a lot of food left out there. Councilmember Godfrey stated it is very time consuming to remove all the little things left around the headstones. They want to be as considerate as possible but also practical about what the cemetery staff has to deal with and the time it adds to the work out there. There are multiple shepherd hooks that are outside of the cement perimeter of the headstone. There needs to be a way to rein it in. Mr. Buntin suggested stacking anything that was left outside of the cement perimeter on top of the headstone to encourage a conversation with people visiting.  
Water Department – There was a leak at City Creek. Mr. Goodsell, the water operator, has it scheduled to be fixed next week. The parts for the meter that monitors what comes into the water tank are here and Mr. Goodsell has also got that on his schedule for next week. 
The SCADA system reporting is finished and functioning.  
Councilmember Petersen:
Roads Department – The speed limit signs on 300 South are up and running. The signs have data logging capabilities which will show pertinent information, such as what time of day has the most speeders. That information could be relayed to police officers. 
Councilmember Goodey stated he has had at least three people comment about the Yield sign out in front of the Town Hall at the intersection of Main and Center, because it is so far out into the street. Councilmember Petersen stated that he thought it should be moved back as well. It might be something that happens after Pony Express. 
He was also working on which roads are going to be paved this summer.   
Emergency Preparedness – There are barrels in the south bay with some supplies. After Pony Express, he will take a look at what is there.  
3.        	CLOSED SESSION: No closed session.
4. 	OTHER BUSINESS:
	Public Comment: There was no other public comment. 
	Next Meeting – The next meeting will be the Public Hearing for the budget held on Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at 7:00 p.m.
5.	ADJOURN
There being no further business to come before the Council, Councilmember Godfrey motioned that the Clarkston Town Council Meeting be adjourned.  Councilmember Petersen seconded the motion.  All members present were in favor. Motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Holly Jones  
Clarkston Town Clerk
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