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Events Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, May 14, 2026

ROUGH DRAFT 
Place: Orem City Center, 56 North State Street, City Council Conference Room
Time:  4:00 p.m. to  5:30 p.m.
Link  https://youtu.be/TgxhrPxv9VM
 In Attendance: Ashley Shumay (Chair) Kami Burgess (Vice Chair)(zoom), Christie Ekins, Rodney Gardner, Debby Lauret, Suzanne Whitaker, Paula Pilivi (zoom), Taylor Fox (zoom), Madisen McArthur (zoom), Kenice Whitaker, Sydney Bailey, Jeff Lambson, Crystal Muhlestein, Peter Wolfley, Jill Winder 
Absent/Excused: Ashlie Mann, Bryce Merrill  
Welcome/Introductions: Ashley Shumway (Chair) welcomed everyone to the May meeting.     
[bookmark: _Hlk219204171]Approval of the Minutes of April 16, 2026: 
Ashley Shumway asked for a motion to approve the April 16, 2026 meeting minutes. Debby Lauret motioned for approval of the minutes with Christie Ekins seconding the motion. All other attending voting committee members, Kami Burgess, Paula Pilivi, Taylor Fox, Suzette Whitaker, Rodney Gardner, and Madisen McArthur unanimously accepted the April meeting minutes. Minutes Approved.  
City Updates
Oremfest Safety Plan Overview: The event security plans for Oremfest are extensive, involving centralized public safety, enhanced surveillance, strict emergency protocols, and layout changes to improve safety and traffic flow. This year, the public safety operations, including the police and fire departments, will be located near the All Together Playground. Additionally, a new command station trailer will feature live video monitoring from six security cameras. 
Volunteer Recruitment: The volunteer recruitment for Oremfest is progressing well, with the information booth slots almost completely full. However, the commission highlighted a few specific events that still need volunteers. Areas needing volunteers are Thursday Children Crafts, Grand Parade, and the late shifts for the Information booth.  
Magazine and Oremfest Campaign Update: The promotional campaign for Oremfest is in full swing, driven heavily by the newly redesigned magazine and a series of digital video posts. The official Oremfest magazine has been released, with 37,000 copies sent to every home and business in Orem. The commission noted that the release was successful, as event registrations immediately started picking up once they hit mailboxes. This year's magazine was completely redesigned to feature better organization and make it easier for readers to follow.


To complement the physical magazine, organizers are also sending out a comprehensive email that will function as a "digital magazine" to ensure widespread awareness. The digital campaign features dozens of videos and social media posts.
Appreciation Dinner: The Appreciation Dinner is scheduled for Friday, June 5th at the Timpanogos Park. When you receive the text/email, please RSVP back as soon as possible. 
Commission Updates 
VIP Fireworks Tent: The VIP tent for the fireworks is designed to be a great, less chaotic place where attendees can sit on the grass, eat a meal, and watch the fireworks once it gets dark.
Car Show and Memorial Day: The event is receiving a steady, daily stream of online entries, and the commission expects a higher turnout of vehicles than last year. To encourage participation, the entry fee was reduced this year from $25 to $15, which has noticeably decreased the number of complaints. Organizers noted that once participants are told the fee includes two large meals and goes toward supporting the American Legion's mission, no one argues about the cost.
Business Showcase: On the night of the event, Chrisie Ekins will oversee checking in all the business showcase booths, making sure they find their designated spots, and supporting them throughout the evening.
 Children’s Crafts: The Children’s Crafts will feature a variety of patriotic activities for kids such as button making, sun catchers, coloring stations, and more. Volunteers are still needed.  
Orchard Jam: All events are organized and ready to go. 
Baby Contest: This year the baby contest parade float will be upgraded and a special theme this year. 
Parade: The grand parade for Oremfest involves several moving parts this year, including changes to float judging, new float designs, and a continued need for volunteer support. The process for judging the parade floats is changing this year. While the city council historically voted on the floats, organizers are now enlisting the help of student marshals to assist with the process. They also plan to pull participants directly from the crowd to pick their favorite floats. There will be five or six winning categories.
Discussion Items 
Oremfest Evaluation Survey: Every year after, a survey is sent to the public to gather feedback on the overall success of the weeklong festival. In help receiving feedback there will be a QR code at the festival’s information booth to encourage people to fill out the survey with the opportunity to win prizes. 
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Thursday, July 9th at 4:00 p.m. at the Orem City Center. 
Adjournment: Ashley Shumway asked for a motion for adjournment. Rodney Gardner motioned to adjourn with Debby Lauret seconding. All other committee members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. See you at Oremfest!
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