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Logan Municipal Council
Meeting Minutes for May 19, 2026

Minutes of the meeting of the Logan Municipal Council convened in regular session on Tuesday,
May 19, 2026, in the Logan Municipal Council Chambers located at 290 North 100 West, Logan, Utah
84321 at 5:30 p.m. Logan Municipal Council Meetings are streamed on the City of Logan YouTube

channel at: go.loganutah.gov/CouncilMeetings

Meeting Attendance

Approximately 15 individuals were in attendance the start of the meeting. Chair Mike Johnson called
the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance.

Council members present:

e Chair Mike Johnson

e Vice Chair Ernesto Lopez - Excused
e Councilmember Jeannie F. Simmonds
e Councilmember Melissa Dahle

o Councilmember Katie Lee-Koven

Administration present:

e Mayor Mark A. Anderson

e City Attorney Craig Carlston

e Finance Director Richard Anderson
e City Recorder Teresa Harris

Opening Ceremony

The opening ceremony was provided by Herm Olsen who led the audience in the Pledge of
Allegiance.

Meeting Minutes and Agenda

Chair Johnson announced there are two public hearings scheduled for this Council meeting. A motion
was made and seconded to approve minutes from the May 5, 2026 Council meeting and the May 19,
2026 agenda as presented.

ACTION: Motion by Councilmember Lee-Koven, seconded by Councilmember Dahle, to
approve minutes from the May 5, 2026 Council meeting and the May 19, 2026 meeting agenda,
as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote (4-0)

Dahle: Aye

Johnson: Aye

Lee-Koven: Aye

Lopez: Excused

Simmonds: Aye
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Chair Johnson announced that regular Council meetings are held on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month at 5:30 p.m. The next regular Council meeting is Tuesday, June 2, 2026.

Questions and Comments for the Mayor and Council

Link to video recording of meeting at time stamp (3:54)

Chair Johnson explained that any person wishing to comment on any item not otherwise on the agenda
may address the City Council at this point by stepping to the microphone and giving his or her name
and address for the record. Comments should be limited to not more than three (3) minutes unless
additional time is authorized by the Council Chair. Citizen groups will be asked to appoint a
spokesperson. This is the time and place for any person who wishes to comment on non-agenda items
and items that are germane or relevant to the authority of the City Council. Items brought forward to
the attention of the City Council will be turned over to staff to respond to outside of the City Council
meeting.

Logan resident Joshua Molitor expressed concerns regarding the proposed data center project in Box
Elder County and its potential impacts on Cache Valley. He discussed concerns about possible
environmental effects, projected population growth associated with construction and operations, and
the potential for increased development and housing density in Logan and surrounding communities.
He noted concerns regarding air quality and regional weather patterns that could affect Cache Valley.
Mr. Molitor encouraged consideration of ways local governments and neighboring communities could
work together to address impacts and ensure future development does not negatively affect the
community. He also shared broader concerns about corporate influence and growth-related impacts on
local systems.

Logan resident Gail Hanson expressed concerns regarding proposed data center projects, stating
concern that growth in data center development may be temporary and could result in significant
investments in projects that may not provide long-term value.

She also commented on decision-making considerations, commending the Council for evaluating who
benefits from proposed actions and considering associated prices. She encouraged additional focus on
evaluating broader costs and impacts, including long-term community and environmental effects.

Drawing on personal experience, Ms. Hanson shared observations regarding changes in community
landscapes and the effects of infrastructure decisions on the environment. She encouraged
consideration of the long-term impacts and costs associated with current projects and proposals,
including the proposed data center and Logan River-related considerations. Regarding the data center
she feels it’s a bubble and a lot of resources going into something that will stand empty.

Logan resident and former councilmember Herm Olson expressed appreciation for the Council and
City staff, reflecting on his prior years of service on the City Council and noting that he had come to
miss participating in and attending Council meetings. He acknowledged the work and effort involved
in serving the community, including the responsibilities and challenges that accompany public service.
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Mr. Olson thanked the Council and staff for their service and expressed appreciation for their
continued efforts on behalf of the community.

Logan resident Linda Johnson commented on traffic conditions within Logan and noted concerns
regarding travel times within the city. She expressed appreciation for the Council’s work with various
boards, commissions, and departments, including reporting and communication efforts.

Ms. Johnson asked about communication and collaboration between Logan City and neighboring
communities within Cache Valley, including whether city councils or community leaders meet
regularly to discuss regional issues and planning efforts. She referenced topics such as land use,
development, and long-term planning, and asked how information and coordination among
communities are shared and communicated.

Chair Johnson responded to Ms. Johnson’s question regarding regional coordination; he explained that
Logan City participates in both formal and informal collaboration with neighboring communities and
regional organizations. Examples discussed included participation on shared boards, committees, and
advisory groups involving representatives from municipalities throughout Cache Valley and the
surrounding region.

He noted that interactions occur through organizations and committees focused on areas such as
recreation, transportation planning, housing, airports, and homelessness. It was also noted that Council
members and local officials regularly meet and communicate with leaders from neighboring
communities to discuss issues and collaborate on matters of regional interest as they arise.

Mayor Anderson added that City representatives also participate in regular meetings with regional
leadership groups, including mayoral associations and intergovernmental organizations, providing
opportunities to discuss shared issues and exchange information. He stated that efforts are ongoing to
strengthen relationships and communication with neighboring communities and county representatives
through both formal meetings and regular collaboration. He noted that while not all discussions are
reported individually during meetings, coordination and relationship-building efforts with regional
partners remain an ongoing priority.

Ms. Johnson expressed appreciation for the discussion regarding regional collaboration and
communication efforts. She suggested that brief updates during Council meetings regarding meetings
with neighboring communities, boards, and regional organizations could help provide additional
transparency and keep the public informed about ongoing regional discussions and partnerships.

There were no further comments or questions for the Mayor or Council.

Mavor/Staff Reports

Link to video recording of meeting at time stamp (15:28)

Logan Downtown Alliance State and National Main Street Accreditation from Utah Main Street
and Main Street America - Mayor Anderson
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Mayor Anderson recognized the Logan Downtown Alliance for becoming the first organization in
Utah to receive both state and national Main Street accreditation. He noted that the recognition was
announced by Utah Main Street and Main Street America during National Historic Preservation Month
and highlighted Logan’s efforts in historic preservation, economic development, and downtown
revitalization.

Mayor Anderson shared remarks recognizing the significance of the achievement and acknowledged
the Logan Downtown Alliance’s efforts in supporting downtown businesses, preserving community
character, and enhancing public spaces. He congratulated the organization on receiving the
accreditation and invited Gary Saxton, Director of the Logan Downtown Alliance, to provide
additional comments regarding the recognition and its significance.

Gary Saxton, Director of the Logan Downtown Alliance, provided additional information regarding
the accreditation process. He explained that the organization joined Utah’s Main Street Program in
2023 and progressed through multiple qualification levels over the following years, with accreditation
representing the highest level of recognition.

Mr. Saxton stated that achieving accreditation creates additional opportunities for funding and support
through corporate and foundation partnerships, including resources for business support programs,
fagade improvements, and downtown revitalization efforts. He noted broader trends supporting
renewed investment in downtown areas and emphasized the goal of preserving Logan’s history and
culture while creating a strong business environment and community gathering space.

Mayor Anderson thanked Mr. Saxton and again congratulated the Logan Downtown Alliance on
achieving the state and national accreditation.

Mr. Saxton expressed appreciation for the organization’s partnership with Logan City.

No further Mayor/Staff reports were provided.

Council Business

Link to video recording of meeting at time stamp (18:48)

Planning Commission Update — Councilmember Simmonds

Councilmember Simmonds provided an update on recent Planning Commission actions and reported
that two projects had been approved:

o Elevate at 12th — A project located at 1137 West 200 South and 1136 West 130 South
consisting of two three-story mixed-use buildings within a commercial district. The project
includes hotel space on the ground floor with apartments on the upper floors.

e Public Works Campus — Phase Two — The second phase of the Public Works Campus project
was approved and reported to be ready to move forward for construction.

Council Announcements — Chair Johnson
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Councilmember Dahle reported attending the Police Officer Banquet, noting participation by multiple
Council members and Mayor Anderson. She shared that it was a positive event to recognize law
enforcement personnel and included a dinner and presentation of awards and recognition for
department members.

Council members expressed appreciation for the Police Department and noted that the event provided
insight into various incidents and achievements that are not typically publicized. They also commented
on the professionalism of the department and expressed appreciation for the opportunity to attend and
show support.

Councilmember Lee-Koven also reported attending the City Employee Appreciation Lunch, along
with other Council members and Mayor Anderson. This is an annual event held at Willow Park to
recognize and thank city staff. Council members noted their participation in serving lunch and
interacting with employees from across city departments.

They expressed appreciation for city staff and the opportunity to show support for employees, noting
the scale of the event and the number of employees served.

Councilmember Dahle reported attending the Library Board meeting and followed up on a prior
inquiry regarding library program attendance. It was reported that specific attendance numbers were
not provided; however, library staff indicated that program participation has increased by
approximately 25 percent.

Councilmember Lee-Koven reported attending a Historic Preservation meeting for the first time. She
noted that while she arrived slightly late and learned she was not a voting member, she participated in
a listening and advisory capacity. She reported that the primary item under review involved a property
located at 176 North Main Street, on the east side of Main Street just north of the BRAG building,
involving existing commercial buildings in the area. It was noted that the proposal included
modifications to an existing structure, including a change in design from three doors to five doors in
order to better accommodate basement access and other functional improvements.

The Councilmember stated that Historic Preservation Commission discussion focused on evaluating
exterior design elements of the proposed changes and providing feedback consistent with preservation
standards.

Chair Johnson reported visiting the landfill and wastewater treatment facility and noted appreciation
for the work performed by city staff in those operations. He emphasized the importance of these
services, noting they often operate outside of public view, and expressed appreciation for the
employees who manage solid waste and wastewater services. He also reported observing forestry staff
performing tree line clearance work and commented on the efficiency and effectiveness of the crews in
maintaining city infrastructure and vegetation management.
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Mayor Anderson reported meeting with Environmental Director Tyler Richards to discuss plans for
community gardens at the compost facility, with anticipated development continuing into the next
year. It was noted that discussions included the potential for establishing both vegetable gardens and
more permanent plantings, such as fruit trees and small fruit crops.

Mayor Anderson also reported collaboration with Utah State University Extension and noted
assistance and guidance provided through that partnership regarding planning and plant selection,
including recommendations for incorporating perennial plantings into the project design.

Chair Johnson reported ongoing discussions with the Mayor, Council members, and staff regarding a
potential property tax adjustment and the Truth in Taxation process and a public hearing scheduled for
August 11, 2026. He stated that no decision was being made at this meeting; however, he requested
feedback from the Council regarding whether the item should be placed on a future agenda for formal
consideration, noting that the process is time-sensitive and requires Council direction.

City Attorney Craig Carlston clarified that the Council Chair is responsible for setting the meeting
agenda, and that no formal vote or action was being requested at this time. The Chair at this time is
seeking informal feedback from Council members to assist in determining whether the item should be
placed on a future agenda.

Finance Director Richard Anderson provided an overview of recent action by Cache County adopting
Ordinance 2026-23, which increases the fire levy while reducing the general fund levy by an
equivalent amount. It was explained that Logan City residents currently contribute to the County fire
levy but receive limited direct fire services from the County due to Logan City’s own fire department
providing those services locally.

It was reported that the net effect of the County action would reduce taxes on Logan City residents by
approximately $1.3 million. He noted that this development occurred after initial budget workshops
and was not available at the time the Mayor’s proposed budget was prepared.

He explained that the Council now has the option to consider whether to adjust Logan City’s property
tax levy in response. It was noted that any adjustment could potentially offset the County reduction
and allow the City to redirect funds toward operational needs, including potential funding for a future
fire station in the northwest portion of the City.

It was further explained that funding considerations include:
e Supporting future operational costs for a northwest fire station
o Reducing reliance on intergovernmental service agreements

o Balancing operating and capital funding priorities
o Managing potential impacts to service levels and response times if no adjustment is made

Mr. Anderson emphasized that multiple options exist, including maintaining current levels, adjusting
the levy to redirect funding internally, or continuing reliance on existing agreements and capital
planning strategies. It was clarified that no decision was being made at this time and that the
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discussion was intended solely to gather Council input on whether to proceed with formal agenda
consideration

Chair Johnson reiterated that the purpose of this discussion was to determine whether the matter
should be placed on a future agenda for further consideration during upcoming budget workshop on
May 26, rather than to discuss specific positions, percentages, or formal decisions. It was noted that
timing is important due to the budget schedule.

Councilmember Lee-Koven requested additional context for public understanding regarding the City’s
budget proposal. She noted that the Mayor’s proposed budget includes an approximate 3% increase. It
was also discussed that in recent years, approved budget increases have generally ranged between
approximately 3% and 7%, often reflecting inflationary pressures and service level adjustments rather
than purely inflation-based changes. It was her understanding that approximately 12% of the total
property tax paid by residents is attributable to Logan City’s portion of the tax rate.

Mr. Anderson provided additional clarification regarding the potential property tax implications of the
proposed adjustment. It was explained that the referenced approximately $83 per household is
currently collected through Cache County. If Logan City were to adjust its levy to capture an
equivalent amount, it would represent an approximate 20% increase in the City’s portion of the
property tax rate.

It was further noted that Logan City accounts for approximately 11% of a resident’s total property tax
bill, and that a 20% adjustment to that portion would translate to an overall impact of approximately
2% to 3% of a resident’s total property tax bill, depending on final calculations and distribution.

Mr. Anderson reiterated that Cache County has adopted a resolution indicating its intent to reduce its
levy by the corresponding amount, though it was noted that implementation is anticipated rather than
fully finalized at the time of discussion.

Councilmember Simmonds stated that the Mayor’s budget has already been formally proposed and
cannot be amended at this stage; any changes would require Council action. The Mayor has indicated
support for whatever direction the Council chooses.

The Council Chair emphasized that the timing of the discussion is critical due to statutory
requirements governing property tax processes, including required deadlines, public notice provisions,
and findings related to proposed adjustments. It was noted that these procedural requirements
necessitate timely Council consideration if further action is desired.

Councilmember Lee-Koven recommended placing the item on a future agenda for further Council
discussion, citing the timing of the recent Cache County fire service levy reduction and the need to
evaluate both immediate and long-term fire service funding considerations. It was noted that the
proposed discussion would not constitute a public hearing at this stage, but rather an opportunity for
Council review and deliberation ahead of formal statutory hearings later in the budget process.
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Mr. Anderson clarified the timeline for required public hearings related to the budget and Truth in
Taxation process, noting anticipated public hearing date on August 11, 2026 and a public hearing on
June 16 for the tentative budget approval.

Further discussion addressed procedural options for advancing the item, including whether staff should
proceed with presenting a full range of potential levy adjustments (including up to the maximum
allowable increase) at the upcoming meeting to preserve flexibility under state noticing requirements,
or whether to defer detailed proposals to a subsequent meeting. It was noted that once public noticing
is completed, reductions can be considered but increases cannot exceed the noticed amount.

Councilmembers and staff discussed the importance of identifying the underlying need associated with
any potential adjustment, including whether funds would support immediate operational needs, long-
term capital planning, or reserve funding for future infrastructure such as fire service expansion in the
northwest portion of the City.

It was further emphasized that clarity on the intended purpose of any potential revenue adjustment
would help guide staff recommendations and ensure appropriate alignment with budget priorities.

The Council Chair indicated intent to coordinate further with Finance Director Richard Anderson, City
Attorney Craig Carlston, Mayor Anderson and Fire Chief Nate Thompson to refine the proposal and
determine appropriate agenda placement for future Council consideration.

Council Budget Workshop: May 26, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. — Chair Johnson

Council Chair Johnson announced an upcoming budget workshop scheduled for May 26 at 5:30 p.m.
in the Council Chambers. The workshops will provide an opportunity for the Council and public to
review and discuss the City’s proposed budget. Departments scheduled for discussion at the upcoming
workshop include Public Works, Light and Power, Police, and Environmental.

July Meeting Schedule — Chair Johnson

The Council discussed the July meeting schedule, noting that it is customary to consider adjustments
to the regular meeting dates due to the holiday period. It was noted that the first Tuesday in July would
fall on July 7th, and the third Tuesday would be July 21st.

Council members indicated varying availability for the proposed dates, with some members noting
potential conflicts and others offering flexibility or remote participation if needed. Staff confirmed that
there were no significant agenda items anticipated for July at this time based on current departmental
input.

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Simmonds seconded by Councilmember Lee-Koven to
cancel the July 7, 2026 Council meeting as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote (4-0).
Dahle: Aye

Johnson: Aye

Lee-Koven: Aye

Lopez: Excused

Simmonds: Aye
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No further Council Business items were presented.

Action Items

Link to video recording of meeting at time stamp (47:34)

Consideration of a proposed resolution designating a Closed Area to Ignition or Use of
Fireworks — Resolution 26-14 — Fire Chief Nate Thompson

Fire Chief Nate Thompson addressed the Council regarding the proposed resolution regarding
fireworks restrictions within the City. It was reported that there are no changes to fireworks boundaries
from the previous year. The eastern boundary remains along 1600 East through North Logan and
Logan, extending down through Canyon Road. No changes were noted to boundaries affecting
contract cities.

It was further noted that areas along 100 West and 600 West remain unchanged. Chief Thompson
stated that the newly appointed Fire Marshal, Aaron Walker will review certain developed areas as
part of ongoing evaluation efforts, noting that boundary determinations must account for required
separation distances from wildland and agricultural lands.

Chief Thompson also provided an update on current fire conditions, noting increasing regional fire risk
and unusually early fire restrictions in parts of Utah, emphasizing the importance of public caution due
to dry conditions.

An interactive online fire restriction map was presented as a public resource, allowing residents to
search by address to determine whether fireworks are permitted in specific areas. He noted that this
tool will be made available on the City’s website and promoted to the public, including at fireworks
sales locations.

Chief Thompson confirmed that boundary signage will be posted approximately one week prior to the
legal fireworks period on both the east and west sides of Logan City.

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Simmonds seconded by Councilmember Lee-Koven to
approve Resolution 26-14 as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote (4-0).

Dahle: Aye

Johnson: Aye

Lee-Koven: Aye

Lopez: Excused

Simmonds: Aye

PUBLIC HEARING - Budget Adjustments FY 2025-2026 appropriating: $6,000,000 Class C
reserves toward eligible costs associated with the Public Works campus project; $10,000 funds
the Fire Department received from the Department of Agriculture to purchase equipment used
in wildland deployments; $52,073 for 911 reserves toward Spillman software subscription costs;
$14,392 a grant the Police Department was awarded by the State of Utah. The Alcohol and Drug
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Free Committee funds will be used to purchase police equipment - Resolution 26-15 — Richard
Anderson, Finance Director

Finance Director Rich Anderson reviewed several proposed budget adjustments. He stated the largest
proposed item was a request to appropriate $6 million in Class C road funds toward the Public Works
Campus project. He explained that this appropriation, combined with previously approved funding,
brings the total project budget to approximately $60 million. It was noted that the project is considered
“shovel ready,” with construction readiness underway and bidding activity occurring for Phase One.
He indicated confidence that current estimates remain aligned with contractor bids and anticipated
construction costs, including contingency and subcontracting considerations.

He noted that additional potential costs, such as rooftop solar options, may be brought forward
separately if pursued.

Additional appropriations included:

o §10,000 for the Fire Department for wildland deployment equipment through a grant
e $52,073 from 911 reserves for Spillman software costs
e $14,392 for a Police Department alcohol- and drug-related grant for equipment purchases

Councilmember Lee-Koven requested clarification regarding the Public Works Campus funding.

Public Works Program Manager Sam Odd confirmed that current estimates and contractor bids
support proceeding with the project at this stage and that the appropriation is intended to ensure full
project readiness for construction.

Chair Johnson opened the meeting to a public hearing.
There were no comments and Chair Johnson closed the public hearing.

ACTION. Motion by Councilmember Simmonds seconded by Councilmember Dahle to approve
Resolution 26-15 as presented. Motion carried by roll call vote (4-0).

Dahle: Aye

Johnson: Aye

Lee-Koven: Aye

Lopez: Excused

Simmonds: Aye

Councilmember Dahle was excused from the meeting at 6:24 p.m.

Workshop Items

Link to video recording of meeting at time stamp (55:15)

Budget Adjustments FY 2025-2026 appropriating: $30,000 golf course reserves toward
equipment repairs - Resolution 26-22 — Richard Anderson, Finance Director
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Finance Director Richard Anderson also presented an additional appropriation request for $30,000
from golf course reserves for golf equipment repairs. It was noted that this request is related to
increased operational demands during an extended golf season and follows a prior appropriation made
for operational needs. He explained that the additional funds are intended to address equipment repair
costs and that, with this adjustment, the golf course budget is anticipated to remain on track and
potentially conclude the season under budget, subject to final expenditures.

The proposed resolution will be an action item and public hearing at the June 2, 2026 Council meeting.

CODE AMENDMENT - Consideration of a proposed ordinance amending Section 5.02 & 5.20
of the Logan Municipal Code Regulating Mobile Food — Ordinance 26-09 — Russ Holley,
Community Development Director

Community Development Director Russ Holley addressed the Council and presented the proposed
code amendment to Title 5 of the municipal code related to business licensing.

He explained that the ordinance updates definitions and licensing categories by adding classifications
for commercial Level 1 and Level 2 businesses. The amendment also removes the bonding
requirement section, noting that this requirement has not been actively used or enforced for
approximately 15 years.

Additional updates include revisions to food vendor regulations to align with recent changes in state
law. These updates expand the scope of regulated vendors beyond mobile food vendors to include
other types of vendors and clarify where and how they may operate.

Overall, he characterized the ordinance as a housekeeping update to modernize and align the
municipal code with current practices and state requirements.

The proposed ordinance will be an action item and public hearing at the June 2, 2026 Council meeting.

No further workshop items were presented.

Other Considerations

No further considerations were discussed.

Adjourned
There being no further business, the Logan Municipal Council adjourned at 6:28 p.m.

Teresa Harris, City Recorder
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