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80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747
Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266
Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian, Treasurer – Amber Perkins


Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council 					April 9, 2026

Mayor Cody Grundy welcomes everyone to the Loa Town & Waterworks Town Council Meeting dated April 9, 2026, starting at 7:30 pm and being held at the Loa Town Hall at 80 W. Center Street in Loa. Town board members are present: Chris Olsen is present, Don Bone is present, Derek Woolsey is present, Kori Brown is present, Michelle Brian is present, Amber Perkins is present, Cody Peterson is absent.  

Public Attendance: Barbara Tewell, Marcy Taylor, Marsha Chappell, Nadia Harris, Jakelle Pace  

Arsenic Results: blend is .107, well #2 is .94 and well #3 is .106, seems higher than normal for the blend. 

Cody had given Michelle some notes to share with the council. He said that he had talked to the mayor about this already, but he had Trace Miller do a directional bore out to the sleeping legends subdivision on those two remaining meters because that seemed to be the best way of doing them without easements and tearing down the fence. It will be expensive, but it was the town’s fault for not making sure those got put in when the subdivision was done so it was something that needed to be done. Trace will send us a bill and take off what he owed us from our drainage project. Cody also said that the pipe we have on hand will not work for Terry’s culvert. He did get a price of $500 for the pipe needed if we still want to extend that culvert. He said he isn’t sure we need to fix it because he went by there the other day and Terry was using it to load his four-wheeler on his truck, so he isn’t sure that it’s a problem or just Terry being mad for no reason. The mayor said maybe we just let it be for a while and see if he comes back asking about it. Cody said he can probably backfill it a little bit where it’s sluffed off and grade it and maybe wait on extending the culvert. He also looked at Troy’s and didn’t think it was necessary to fix it either. He said he has a main access so it really shouldn’t be a concern. But that is his opinion so if they want it fixed then he will order pipe and do them both. Derek said he went and looked at them too and to do Terry’s right it would take close to 100’ of pipe so it’s pretty long. He’s been working on signs and wondered if they had any signs, they noticed that needed to be fixed. Chris mentioned the one by the church on the corner, it’s so short, could he fix that. Michelle will ask him. He also wanted to know their thoughts about tearing out all the grass in front of the civic center and the side where we have no sprinkling system and just do rock and a barrier like they just did in front of the town hall. The lawn is bad and it’s a pain to move the hose and with the drought it’s a good year to do some zero landscaping. The mayor said he should just slope it by that door by the civic center, so any water goes away from that. They all agreed that it was a good idea to do the rock and get rid of the lawn. He also wanted to bring up the downspouts for the rain gutters that need to be replaced at the civic center and town hall. It wouldn’t be much if they were okay with him just talking to Wes Erickson about doing them since he did the firehouse ones and he’s in Loa. They said he may want to get bids from Wes and Matt Torrey and see what they can do to them for. They talked about tree trimming and pruning and Derek brought up purchasing a snorkel lift for the town might be a good idea to have. It might be worth looking into for the future. The mayor said we could get a price from Loa Builders and see what they are going for. The only other thing Cody had was he needed a vice and a bench for the shop. Matt had one but it was his personal one, so he took it. He had looked at a few from Home Depot, but he didn’t like the ones they had in stock but there were some online that looked good. The mayor suggested checking with Brian Auto, but they are probably expensive. He might be better off getting one online. He got the cameras up at the park. Derek said he is worried about the one on the pole because it will pick up any movement even wind and it might get full quick. He said it may be worth installing a shorter pole to put a camera up or they talked about some that go on decorative rocks etc. They will think about it and maybe see if Jason Grundy could give us some options for light poles. The mayor said there were some lights out in the firehouse in the kitchen if he could get those bulbs replaced. That’s all that they had for Cody.

Business Items:

8:00 4H and Quilter Representatives for Civic Center Usage Discussion: The town council has requested to speak with the 4H advisor Nadia Harris and the quilting group representatives Marsha Chappell and Marcy Taylor about the civic center usage. The town has now owned the building for over a year so they can see what it’s taken to maintain it and unfortunately, they are running in the red on the building. Of course, they did have a furnace go out and some other things that they had to purchase to fix it up some, but they just feel like with the cost of propane and maintenance and cleaning they need to reevaluate the usage from them for free. They don’t want to charge them much but enough to help offset some costs would be helpful. They have also been approached by another person who is on the agenda this evening because she also wants free usage to teach children musical instruments because she doesn’t charge them. The council can see that more people may want to use the building in the future for free because they have allowed the quilters and 4H to do it for free. They are looking to find a solution or some common ground with them. They realize they have been doing this for a long time, and they certainly don’t want to kick them out or not charge them a full daily rate, but they need to come up with compensation that will help them meet the utilities and cleaning bill. Marsha said when they started using the building with the county, they made quilts that they donated to the sheriff's office to have in their vehicles and to give out as they pleased so that was their contribution or payback if you will to the county. They still donate quilts to them and gave them 18 last year. The town said that is great and we love that, but the sheriff’s office doesn’t have anything to do with the town so that doesn’t help us. Marsha said the group doesn’t have any money they usually hold a raffle or something to make enough to buy batting and most everything else is donated. Marsha said you shouldn’t have to clean it after we’ve been there because we clean it when we leave. Kori said I don’t think the cleaning is the fee that we are concerned about its more the maintenance and the cost of utilities that are more looming. Chris asked how many ladies come to quilts. Marsha said we have anywhere from 8 to 16 just depends. Kori said so on average there are 8-10 people there would they all be willing to chip in a few dollars every week? Marsha said I don’t think they’d have a problem with it, but I can’t speak for all of them. Kori said I know I don’t expect you to commit to them just asking if that would be something you think they would go for, knowing your group of people who come, do you think they could handle paying a few dollars per week? Chris said would it make it so anyone couldn’t come if they each paid $5 a month to come? Chris said that is cheap entertainment for a month. Marsha said we are there four hours on Tuesdays. Marcy said I would have no problem with that, but we can’t speak for the other ladies. Kori said we are just thinking if we can charge you a flat rate a month then it would just help. Marsha said the other part of the agreement we had with the county is if they had someone wanting the building on Tuesday then they had to move days and let the person or group rent it because they paid the going rate. They have done that with the town too. Michelle said yes and we’d continue to do that now too. Kori said and we are fine with you to continue using it on Tuesdays or whatever day you choose and the same with 4H if no one else wants it that day then its good. Nadia said we have gone from using it 11 times a month to only a few times a month. They do a lot of their stuff in Bicknell now, but they still use it for sewing club because their sewing stuff is still being stored there. She said we usually do it as an in-kind donation with the state for the use of the building. They asked her if the 4H could handle paying something every month for use of the building as well. She said they try to only charge enough to cover supplies but if there is a cost to rent the building then they will see if they can work something out. Kori said we want to be fair across the board so that if other community groups come and ask to use it for free then they all must pay the same as the quilters and 4H if just to help cover the utilities of the building. We don’t want to stop groups from coming and using the building, but we just need some help covering the expenses we have. This discussion tonight was a starting point, and we will discuss some rates and decide what is fair for everyone. Michelle will let them know the amount and if that works for everyone then we will go from there. 

8:30 pm – Jakelle Pace – County Fair: Jakelle came to tell the council that the fair is still the third weekend in August, it’s the 10-15 and they are hoping that the town is still willing to allow them to use the parks for the events again. She just wanted to make sure that everything turned out okay after last year. She knows the 3 on 3 event got over late and there was a lot of trash left behind. They cleaned some and went back in the morning to finish but Cody had already gotten a lot of it done and the garbage came early so that was a bad deal. She said there are high school groups that do clean up as a fundraiser for the rodeo grounds, so they are giving that as an option for cleaning up after the 3 on 3 basketball event. They ae also starting earlier so hopefully it won’t go as late into the night. She also didn’t realize that the town was cleaning bathrooms and things at the park after events because they weren’t getting taken care of by fair board. She didn’t know the town was restocking toilet paper every day at their expense either. Michelle said it’s just part of the fair and the town is used to it and is willing to help. She said she feels bad that there have been things like that the town has just done for the county without anyone even realizing it. She just wants to thank them for always being so willing and helpful for the fair events to be held at the parks. She just wants to keep a good relationship with Loa Town and keep good communication with them as it gets closer. This year they are celebrating the nation’s birthday, so they are going to start in July with shirts and advertising. They hope the towns will help get the word out and really have a great celebration for the nation’s birthday. They thank her for efforts. Nadia asked if they can have the civic center from Monday to Monday, the week of the fair to start setting up, and then the Monday after to take it down. Jakelle also mentioned doing sound boards on the stage walls for better sound. The fair board would buy them and install them, but they would probably not want to leave them up year-round in case they got vandalized. Jakelle said she would investigate them and come back to them if they find something they can temporarily get put up. Derek said we’ve talked about a roll down gate that we could lock on the front of the stage too and that would keep people out of it. Jakelle said maybe the fair board could help with cost since we use it every year too. 

Park Clean-up & Pruning Trees on Main Street: They discussed the park, basically Cody was just wanting help with the lilac bushes because they are overgrown and he can’t prune them alone. They decided to have him pull out the lilac bushes on the south side and leave those that are by Gary and Monte’s but trim them up. They felt like it would help people see the pickleball courts and people could sit and look around them. There was some discussion on what they all wanted to do with the trees on main street, they talked about hiring someone to prune them, but nothing was decided for sure. They will add it as an action item next month to hire a pruner. Derek said he was going to ask Garkane if they could use the chipper and get rid of some trees at the cemetery for the clean up day. 

Action Items: 

Approve Accounts Payable for April: The mayor calls for a motion to approve the accounts payable for April. Derek motions to approve the accounts payable for April. Don seconds the motion to approve the accounts payable for April. All others voted in favor. Accounts Payable for April are passed. 

Approve Minutes for March 19, 2026 and March 31, 2026 meeting: The mayor calls for a motion to approve March 19, 2026, and March 31, 2026, minutes. Don motioned to approve March 19, 2026, and March 31, 2026, minutes. Kori seconded the motion to approve March 19, 2026, and March 31, 2026, minutes. All others voted in favor. The minutes for March 19, 2026, and March 31, 2026, were passed. 

Other Approvals: bank recs for March, checks written for March, deposits for March, delinquent water listing for March and standard financial reports all approved by signature of each council member. 

Lindsey Sheler (civic center usage free of charge for youth music lessons once a week): After some discussion on dates, they felt that the fourth Saturday in April was the best time for the town cemetery clean up. They would advertise and get the word out. Cody will check on getting a dumpster from the county to put out to the cemetery for the clean-up. The one they put at the park last year didn’t get used so they will just do the one at the cemetery. 
 
Civic Center Rental Fees: They went back and forth on rates and talked about doing half day rates to maybe see if that would help rent it out more often too. They talked about paying $50 for up to 4 hours and $100 for anything over that. They even thought if they did 8-12 and 1-5 if they just wanted to rent for half days. Then an evening one from 6-10 or something but $50 for 4-hour increments and then if they want longer then they pay $100. They also discussed the community groups paying $50 per month like the high fit at least. High fit was paying the county $50 a month prior to us taking it over so we just honored that price. They are only there for an hour 8 times a month. They do charge a small fee for their time. The quilters are there for 4 hours one day a week four times a month. So, if we charge a flat rate of $50 a month for all of them then it’s a starting place at least. If someone else wants to rent it then the groups must move to a different day, so the town doesn’t miss out on the money just like it’s always been in the past. They all feel good about $50 a month. The mayor calls for a motion to charge the community groups a flat rate of $50 per month to rent the civic center. Don motions to charge the community groups a flat rate of $50 per month. Chris seconded the motion. All others motion in favor. Motion carried. Michelle will let the groups know and see what they think. 

Fremont Irrigation drought conditions/approve moving to turns for irrigation this summer: Kyle brought in a paper that he had worked up about the irrigation shares and how they are broken down into amounts. This paper will be attached with the minutes. It breaks down how the shares work and what water is allowed per share depending on whether they had spring creek or river. To summarize, 1 reservoir @ 1.25 acre feet per gives you 13.33 days of water using 8 1/8” nozzles and 1 spring creek using 8 1/8” nozzles give you 54.68 days of water for the season. He explained that due to the extreme drought we are having it would be very helpful if the town would help them out by going on turns on the east and west side. He said two days on and 4 days off is what they are thinking. They talked about going every other day or two consecutive days and decided maybe every other was better on their lawns. They decided to send a letter with the bills so that they know that they will be on turns. Michelle will add the summary of what Kyle had left them. They decided to do the east side on Monday and Wednesday and the west side on Tuesday and Thursday and then everyone is off for four days. The mayor calls for a motion for the town to go on turns as asked by Fremont Irrigation. Chris motions to go on turns for our Fremont irrigation water with the east side on Mondays and Wednesdays and the west side on Tuesdays and Thursdays, then off for four days. Kori seconded the motion to go on turns for our Fremont irrigation water with the east side on Monday and Wednesday and the west side on Tuesday and Thursday then everyone off for four days. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. 

Jeremy & Mindy Gagon water meter request: Jeremy and Mindy Gagon purchased a lot by Don Adams. It is within town limits, and they are requesting a water meter. Michelle had Cody check and the line runs on the same side as the property, so they won’t have to come across the road. It should be an easy installation. The mayor calls for a motion to approve Jeremy and Mindy’s meter request. Chris motions to approve Jeremy and Mindy’s meter request. Don seconded the motion to approve Jeremy and Mindy’s meter request. All others voted in favor. Motion carried. Michelle will let them know they have been approved for a meter and can purchase it when they are ready. 

DUP Building Lawn Sprinklers: Michelle brought this up while Marsha Chappell was still there because she thought she was still the president of the DUP. Marsha said that she wasn’t anymore, but Veann Pace was. Michelle said the DUP has .15 of a water share which is strange but that’s what it shows anyway that sprinkling system is old and leaking badly. The town has been watering it and mowing it, but the lawn is full of weeds and if they run the sprinklers, it floods their building. They don’t know what agreement the town has with the DUP or who’s responsible for the upkeep of the lawn or sprinklers. When one breaks the town has taken care of it but the town doesn’t own the building or the land so if the sprinkling system is all bad and needs to be redone then who will pay that bill? Marsha said the DUP has no money; they have to have fundraising just to pay for power. Michelle wondered if there were grants available for historic buildings to help with landscaping or anything else. But the town can’t get funding for them because it isn’t their building. Due to the drought and the irrigation company having us go on turn this year that lawn will be even more neglected. Maybe they could do some zero landscaping or something else that may be less expensive. Marsha said she would pass the word onto Veann, but they would probably have to meet as a board and discuss options. Michelle said Cody had talked to Charlie Chappell about it to see if he knew what the agreement was between the town and DUP and he said in the beginning the DUP was paying a monthly fee for the town to take care of the lawn but that only happened for a little while and then they stopped paying the town. Michelle hasn’t ever seen any money from the DUP in her time here. The town wants to help the DUP and keep it looking nice, but they can’t afford to put in a new sprinkling system for them so Marsha could relay the message to Veann and see what they think. They are willing to help where they can and offer labor to do xeriscape or whatever they need but it’s not their lawn or building so they won’t just do something until they can have a conversation with them. Marsha will be glad to let Veann know of their concerns. Michelle asked if they should call Veann in or what do we do to discuss the DUP lawn? Kori suggested maybe we give them some suggestions and then offer to help where we can. We can’t make the decision for them but if we just let them know that the sprinkling system is not usable anymore and with the drought there won’t be much water on it either. Kori said she would be happy to write a letter to send to them if that’s what they want to do. They all thought that was a great idea. She could explain that the town can no longer maintain it, so they must either install a new leak-free sprinkling system and hire someone to care for the lawn, or sell their .15 share to the town, which will then assist with xeriscaping. It’s just counterproductive to try to run the system that is broken and the town cannot afford to redo the system.   

Gutters for civic center, town office needs to be replaced: They talked about this at the beginning of the meeting with Cody’s information. 

Information Items: 

Get Registered for R6 Training in Richfield: Michelle reminds them to get registered if they haven’t. 

Recreation Planning Grant – Michelle and Amber will work with Brock to get this application turned in. 

CIB training on April 13 at 10 am online for anyone that wants to watch, Brock will be sending a link. 

No closed session was taken. 

The mayor calls for a motion to adjourn. Don motions to adjourn. Kori seconded the motion. All others voted in favor.

Meeting adjourned. 
