Monticello City Council 
January 13, 2015

MONTICELLO CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday ▪ January 13, 2015 ▪ 7:00 p.m. 
17 North 100 East, Monticello, UT


5. Call to Order - The regularly scheduled meeting of the Monticello City Council was called to Order by Tim Young at 7:10 p.m. The following persons were present for all, or portions of the meeting.

City Officials


Mayor Tim Young

City Council



Scott Frost – not present

Scott Shakespeare


Steven Duke

George Rice

Rick Clark


City Manager: Ty Bailey

Assistant City Manager: Oliver Crane

City Recorder: Cindi Holyoak

Visitors


Tom Wigginton, Dorothy Pipkin-Padilla, San Juan County Commissioner Phil Lyman, Jason Johnson, Dawn Howe, Mary Cokenour, Chris Baird, Bayley Hedglin, Janaea Hunter, Doug Allen, Roma Young, Cade Lewis, Scott Pehrson, and Blaine Nebeker.

6. Invocation/Opening Remarks - Mayor Young invited anyone in the audience or the governing body to offer a prayer or opening remarks.  A prayer was given by Councilman Monte Wells.


7. Minutes Review/Approval - The minutes were mailed with the agendas. 


MOTION was made by Councilman Rick Clark to approve the minutes of the December 9, 2014, and December 15, 2014, City Council Meetings. The motion was seconded by Councilman George Rice and passed unanimously. 

8. Public Comment




Bayley Hedglin announced that on Jan 22, 2014, there will be an Economic Development Committee breakfast with the Chairman of Overstock .com, at 8:00 a.m. Councilman George Rice spoke for Mike Palmer concerning the truck parking at Maverik. Mike has been frustrated with the semi-trucks parking in the lot next to his home, running engines and making noise all through the night. ACM Crane discussed the noise ordinance within the City Code. Doug Allen suggested talking with the PR Manager for the corporation. The next step will be a letter from the Mayor. Councilman Monte Wells discussed other issues which have transpired with the truck parking. There was an agreement with Maverik, in the beginning, to put up a block fence which did not happen. There was discussion about issuing a summons to the drivers who are in violation of the noise ordinance.    
 

9. Payment of Bills - Questions and answers were directed to the following bills:




#41187 – In at the Canyons room for Maverik adventure. This was an economic development event.



#41120 – Fire truck equipment which is part of the CIB grant. 


#41192 – Museum redesign – grad student redesigned the Frontier Museum.  

#41153 – Secondary meter project – master meter at the secondary pond.
            MOTION was made by Councilman Rick Clark to approve the bills as paid.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Steven Duke and passed unanimously.

10. Consider Appointment of City Treasurer Tyrell Bailey





                    



   
Mayor Young welcomed Tyrell Bailey to the City Office. 

MOTION was made by Councilman George Rice to appoint Tyrell Bailey to the office of the Treasurer. The motion was seconded by Councilman Monte Wells and opened for discussion.

Councilman George Rice – Aye
Councilman Scott Frost – not present

Councilman Rick Clark – Aye
Councilman Monte Wells – Aye
Councilman Steven Duke – Aye
The motion passed unanimously. 

11. Consider Fuel Purchase Approval



The estimated cost is $4,000 to fill the fuel tank at the golf course. 
MOTION was made by Councilman Steve Duke to approve the purchase of fuel for the golf course, not to exceed $4,000. The motion was seconded by Councilman Monte Wells and opened for discussion. 

Councilman George Rice – Aye
Councilman Scott Frost – not present

Councilman Rick Clark – Aye
Councilman Monte Wells –Aye
Councilman Steven Duke – Aye
The motion passed unanimously. 


12. Consider 2015 Meeting Schedule
  
MOTION was made by Councilman Rick Clark to approve the 2015 meeting schedule as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilman George Rice and opened for discussion. 

Councilman Scott Frost – not present

Councilman Rick Clark – Aye
Councilman Monte Wells –Aye
Councilman Steven Duke – Aye
Councilman George Rice – Aye
The motion passed unanimously. 



13. Consider Airport Courtesy Car

ACM Crane explained the upcoming change to Fred Burnett coming from Florida to manage the airport; he may want to start a car/jeep rental program. ACM Crane suggested waiting until there is further discussion with Fred. This will be on the next City Council agenda. There was no motion. 

14. Business License Fees

Motion was made by Councilman Monte Wells to postpone this discussion to the next City Council meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Rick Clark and passed unanimously. 

15. Dark Sky Ordinance


Mayor Young discussed the ordinance which was suggested to ACM Crane by the Canyon Country Discovery School. The Planning Commission has been working on the ordinance and requested feedback from the Council. Pros and cons were put together and included in the packet for review. Mayor Young read the list to the public. Doug Allen said the Flagstaff City ordinance is very restrictive creating safety concerns. His opinion is that Moab is way too dark and possibly dangerous for pedestrians at night. Mayor Young said he loves to sit on his porch and look at the stars but he is concerned that if we go this route, the City will not see any immediate benefit. He does not foresee a need even 10 years from now to worry about light pollution. He does not see any future threat of some industry throwing a lot of light into the sky. Doug Allen said the Monticello City General Plan encourages a darker night sky but it is not written in the code. The General Plan could be used to talk to a company coming in that might threaten the night sky about the plan and the desires of the community. Councilman Wells said Natural Bridges and Hovenweep have the designation of night sky monuments and if this designation helps encourage tourism, we could go decide to seek the designation. Tom Wigginton suggested drafting a resolution that would encourage people to be cautious. Jason Johnson said the planning Commission should draft something that is easy to understand and simple; He said a lot of people would be in support of protecting the night sky and ultimately, a Bryce Canyon night sky enthusiast says, the night sky has been a big draw for tourists. Johnson said he grew up in Vermont and it is dramatic, the difference in the sky and it is neat to be able to see the Milky-way. Tom Wigginton said some educational tools would be helpful for educating the citizens. Mayor Young said he went to school for three years to be an electrician and the electrical code is huge. He said lights and lumens will most likely be quite standardized in the future which will diminish any eminent threat to the night sky. Councilman Wells said a simplified version could possibly be gathered from the electric company. Councilman Rice said economic survival will create a draw to the lesser lumens. There was discussion about a checklist for the dark sky designation. Scott Pehrson said he is resistant to more laws and as a business owner he is hesitant to crack open this door because he does not want to have to go through a huge process to change his sign. He said, someone is going to have to enforce this ordinance and we already have ordinances that aren’t being enforced. He said the Canyon Country Discovery Center is not going to be affected and if someone wants to see a dark sky they can drive 5 minutes and get it. He said he is an opponent of having the government tell him what to do. Manager Ty Bailey cautioned the Council about drafting a resolution that they too will need to abide. Blaine Nebeker said he loves the street lights. 

MOTION was made by Councilman George Rice to table/kill the motion. The motion was seconded by Councilman Monte Wells and opened for discussion. 
Councilman Scott Frost – not present

Councilman Rick Clark – Aye

Councilman Monte Wells –Aye

Councilman Steven Duke – Aye

Councilman George Rice – Aye

The motion passed unanimously. 



16. Land Use Resolutions

Councilman Monte Wells said the resolution he presented to the Council is from Blanding City. He said there is a lot of misunderstanding as to what took place on May 10, 2014. He displayed pictures and maps. He said over the last 11 years, he has been involved with land issues within San Juan County. He became involved during his employment with Wilderness Quest. In 2004, there was an old mine up at the Notch where, in the summertime, you could go up and sit in the opening of the mine and view Notch Canyon and the beautiful surrounding scenery. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) blew it up, took out the Shumway cabins, and buried cabins at South Cottonwood with equipment still in them. These structures had been protected by a historical artifact program but the U.S. Forest Service decided that for safety issues these mines should be erased. A gate was put up near Camp Jackson and at the road head going to Blanding. Councilman Wells said he was concerned about that because in Idaho, his family had a mine and they ended up leaving because after a few years they were locked out. This time he said he could see what was coming so he started going to County Commission Meetings and writing articles. In 2012, the BLM just started closing everything. He documented all the crazy signage and took it to the San Juan County Commission, then the BLM clear cut 10,000 acres on Little Baulie Mesa, and in the process, drove all over it. He said, the problem with that is that if WE do it, we get fines and go to jail. Some men from Blanding did some work on Recapture Trail, which at the time it was an open area, then the BLM came in and secretly charged them for fixing the trail, took them to court and fined them $35,000. Commissioner Lyman was concerned about the double standard displayed, that they can destroy what they want. Councilman Wells said the oil and gas is our industry here, along with farming, which has been cut down to about 90 leases. The sage grouse designation has already stopped drilling out east and this affects us because it affects our economy. At Dark Canyon Plateau they took a clearing machine and mulched everything, even outside of their own designated, chained area. The contractor drove right through an old growth area which was closed down to this type of traffic, and in the process, drove right over an Anasazi structure, knocking it down and leaving only a portion of a corner standing. There was a portion of a building they drove right through and knocked it right down. He said that is what I have been documenting. Indian Creek road was closed illegally in 2012, and when the Sheriff tried to investigate, he was interfered with. They built a parking lot and toilets for the recreation climbers, but for the ATV tourists, the roads and access all get shut down. This has been happening for 10 years. Councilman Wells said there is a mandate that they are supposed to operate in conjunction with the County who is supposed to be helping to make decisions and they are just ignoring the County. In 2007, an emergency closure in Recapture Canyon closed roads that were not threatening the ruin they were supposed to protect. In 2009, there was a protest at the Visitor Center with ATV’s which went to the BLM Office in Monticello and then the group hiked Recapture Canyon, trying to get the roads opened back up. Promises have been broken between the BLM and the locals. During a public meeting, held at the Blanding High School to discuss all the lands issues and problems with the BLM, the public decided to protest the BLM’s abuse by holding a protest in Recapture Canyon. One reported incident of such abuse occurred when the BLM brought in over 140 federal agents to raid the homes of citizens in Blanding in response to alleged violations to the Antiquities Act. These agents raided Dr. Redd’s home and later, Dr. Redd committed suicide. He and his wife were threatened, handcuffed, and interrogated over a small bead which was picked up on what Councilman Wells believes to be private property. Councilman Wells said they made such a big deal about it, but in the end, nobody spent jail time or anything, but unnecessary means were used to frighten the people, resulting in 3 suicides. He said he is one of the 5 who were charged for riding on a closed road. He explained, there was contact with the BLM office from day one with the objective to say, “Hey, listen, there is going to be a protest on May 10, let’s work it out.” The BLM did nothing. The Sheriff’s office attended the protest which started at the Blanding City Park and went to Recapture. The road they drove down from the damn has a 40 year right-of-way, granted to the Water Conservancy District by the BLM in 1986, which they had permission to ride on. The protest took place and went well, Councilman Wells said, “I am proud I was there because I saw over 200 people trying to do what’s right and exercise their freedom of speech.” He said 5 of them were charged with conspiracy so they could throw us in jail and impose huge fines. He said this county is a wonderful place and that’s what it’s about. Unfortunately, we have been forced into a corner. The amount of money that is being spent by the government to prosecute us is a waste and coming from the taxpayer. He read a letter from Piute County to the State Director of the BLM. The letter was in support of the recapture event and the protest. The resolution is saying the US government needs to start recognizing the local government and working with the people. The County is in support of reopening the county road and a resolution was passed. Commissioner Lyman explained we have these criminal charges and with the magnitude of the charges imposed, there has been a lot of information gathered that would not otherwise be attainable. The BLM Action Center is focused on Utah’s canyon country. He discussed the agenda of the Action Center and the mission statement. He said there is a conspiracy for the BLM to achieve their aims. He showed examples of a money driven agenda to permanently designate land as wilderness. He said for 8 years the County has been trying to sit down with the BLM to resolve conflicts and they are not listening. He asked, “Should the BLM not be held to their own laws, and should they criminally charge people trying to act for their people when there was no criminal intent, only the intent to draw attention to the abuse that San Juan County has endured?” He admonished the City Council to look the resolution over and support the plea. Mayor Young said he agrees the BLM and federal government takes too many liberties here and even the federal government has to answer to someone but it seems there is no oversight here. If we want to draft some type of a resolution, it would be a good thing to include that we support some type of cooperation and oversight. He has reservation about drafting a resolution that is aimed at the Recapture Canyon issue because he does not think the true intent will be displayed accurately. Councilman Duke said some kind of letter should be sent but not in the same tone as the resolution presented. He discussed negative feedback he received with the recapture incident. He said it is not Monticello’s position to defend the Recapture incident and it does not represent the feelings of our community. He said it is not our role to do that. Doug Allen said he agrees with 99 percent of what Commissioner Lyman and Councilman Wells discussed. He said he served on the Association of Government for many years and has been frustrated with the BLM for a long time. He said our area is considered a hostile area. The ATV trails in Sevier County do not have the same fight with the BLM. The reality is that the Recapture demonstration has hurt business and has hurt the County’s tourism. He said an official position will bring more bad publicity to San Juan County. He understands the fight wholeheartedly but the press has raked us over the coals and will continue to rake us over the coals. Mary Cokenour said she was working at the Welcome Center in Monticello during the Recapture protest and said tourists were frightened and worried. Phil Lyman said the statistics show an increase in tourism. He said people were calling and asking how they could come to the protest. He said you can read the negative comments in the Salt Lake Tribune but the statistics in San Juan County do not show a decline. He said the reality is important to look at rather than perception. He said Utah legislature is behind us and he just wants to help people understand what it is and what it isn’t. Scott Pehrson said he owns a business governed by tourism but there comes a time when people have to stand up for right even if it affects their bottom line. He said we need to stand up and be counted and to say, “This crap ends now! If we don’t do it now, when do we do it?” He said we have been walked on in this county for generations by people who don’t live here. Rancher’s roads get closed right and left. He said he has a serious objection to big government and it is time for us in Monticello to take that stand and write that resolution. He said he knows a majority of people in this town who feel the same way. Councilman Duke said he grew up in a small town and now it is a big city and there is no place you can go except on BLM land. Living here he feels like he has so much freedom to explore with family. He said the resolution has the potential to create a climate where Washington D.C. looks and desires to shut down the people who are the biggest threat and that the spirit of the resolution is going to hurt our cause rather than help it. He said it will hurt the ranchers and cause Washington to zero in on this place. Doug Allen said these protests draw money to be poured into the cause from SUA and other organizations to fight it. Councilman Wells said the environmental groups have one purpose and it is to create controversy to raise money. He said that out of an environmental issue, came a mandate for every class “B” road in San Juan County to be grated. The reason we have some of the access we have is because the locals are fighting the closures. Roma Young said she has been attending the City Council meetings in Blanding and she has a very different perspective now from hearing the people and she said the resolution really says, “BLM, you broke your own rules!” It is not a confrontation. She said that without tying the resolution to Recapture, you don’t have a good reference for the rules that have been broken. Mayor Young said the idea is to decide as a City Council if the body would like to move forward in this direction. Councilman Duke said he would like something written. Manager Bailey reminded the Council that everything has a cost, an administrative cost. If we’re going to take a model which has already been researched versus something that has to be researched, the cost is to be considered. He said he is overwhelmed by how much work is being accomplished by so few people. He said he is always going to want to know what is expected of him and what the Council would like to spend by him working on a project. Blaine Nebeker said from a citizen point of view, he thinks the Council will have a lot of support from the community to go forward with the resolution and it would be valuable for us to let people know that we’re interested in this and look seriously at standing up for our rights and all the people who enjoy vehicle use on the roads. Manager Bailey said he doesn’t know what processes are in place with the legislation. He said a lot of cities have lobbyists who lobby their interests. He would be interested in learning the expectations of the City for representation of the people. Councilman Rice said we should not be critical and just state our beliefs. Mary Cokenour suggested asking for a voluntary committee to help with information gathering. Councilman Clark said shared information could be used to put together a noncritical letter. Councilman Wells said it is more important that the City pass a resolution to hold the BLM accountable, than for the City to say they support the events at Recapture with alleged criminal charges. He said he would rather they not request a dismissal of the charges and just focus on the violations of the BLM of their own rules. Mayor Young suggested holding a work meeting before the first meeting in February. 
17. Governing Body/Administrative Communications

  


        17.1 Steve Duke: RESEP program was discussed during the VMTE Committee Meeting. There was discussion about qualifying patients. 
   
           
17.2 Wells Fargo: Denise Winslow, Vice President of Community Affairs for Wells Fargo Bank discussed the needs of the area with the Utah Food Bank. Utah Food Bank, Wells Fargo and EMS, on January 27, 2015, will start a mobile food pantry which will be available to families with children going through school. Wells Fargo team members will support this. It will be like a store in the parking lot. Every time the truck comes, there will be reevaluation of what people are choosing to eat. Wells Fargo has committed $16,000 for a food drop here and one for Blanding High School for the remainder of this school year and the entire next school year. 


   

17.3 Benefit dinner and activity on January 20, 2015, for Paul Langston.

18. Upcoming Agenda Items



8
    

18.1 Courtesy Car



19. Meetings: 


20. Adjournment
            
MOTION was made by Councilman Monte Wells to adjourn the meeting at 9:21 p.m. The motion was seconded by Councilman George Rice and passed unanimously.


ATTEST:  ____________________  

                              Cindi Holyoak, Recorder
Minutes APPROVED by: ___________________


DATE:  ___________

                                           Mayor Tim Young
Page 1 of 8
Page 8 of 8

