SCHOOL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
May 14, 2026


Board Meeting 

The Murray City School Board met in a regular board meeting on May 14, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.  In attendance were Kelly Taeoalii, Elizabeth Payne, Jaren Cooper, Kami Anderson, Jennifer Covington, Superintendent, and Richard Reese, Business Administrator.  Jill Weight participated remotely.  The meeting was held at the District office, located at 5102 South Commerce Drive, Murray, UT.


Pledge of Allegiance

The audience was led in the Pledge of Allegiance by a student from Grant Elementary School.


Recognitions

2026 MCSD Teacher of the Year – Assistant Superintendent Wihongi introduced Kayti Graham as the MCSD Teacher of the Year.  Ms. Graham has taught in the 5th grade at Grant Elementary for 12 years.  

2026 MCSD Licensed Employee of the Year - Assistant Superintendent Wihongi introduced Carolyn Martinez Ross as the MCSD Licensed employee of the year.  She has worked 21 years in education and 4 years in Murray as the librarian at Murray High School.

2026 MCSD Education Support Professional (ESP) of the Year – Scott Taggart, Director of Auxiliary Services, introduced Lauri Aloi as the MCSD ESP of the year.  She has worked as a classroom aide at Parkside Elementary school for 23 years.


Consent Agenda

The consent agenda included Approval of Minutes – April 2, 2026 regular session, April 23, 2026 study session, claims, financial reports, and Secondary Book Recommendation: Instructional Materials, Non-Textbook – 2nd Reading.

[bookmark: _Hlk61602966]Jaren Cooper made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Elizabeth Payne seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.





Delegations

PTA – Holly Hales, PTA President at Grant Elementary School, and students spoke of the PTA’s activities at Grant including the holiday shop, fundraisers, field trips, and tech club fundraiser.

MEA – Isaac Beh, MEA Board, said that MEA has a good relationship with the district.  He said that the negotiated package was ratified.   Finally, he said that Jessica DeMann will be the new MEA V.P. and Andy Hokanson will be the new secretary. 

MAA – No comments.  

MESPA – Thayn Burnett, President, thanked the Board for negotiations and reminded the Board that Marcia Hansen is the V.P. and Dane Cowan is the secretary.

Foundation – Doug Perry, MEA Director, provided a year end annual report that highlighted the activities of the Murray Education Foundation.  

Patron Statements – Five patrons made comments as follows:

Jodi Holman, Amelia Gallegos, Adam LaFortune, and Caitlin DeMass each spoke representing a larger group about the potential closure of Longview Elementary.

Cheree Larson informed the Board that this is her last year as council PTA president and introduced Ashley Maples as her replacement. 


Report of the Board

Kami Anderson – No comments.  

Elizabeth Payne – Welcomed those in attendance and mentioned that she will be attending the retirement dinner next week.

Kelly Taeoalii – Ms. Taeoalii thanked Murray City for their recognition of the “World’s Kindest Kid” campaign at Liberty Elementary.  She is excited about the APEX Center at Murray High School.  Ms. Taeoalii also wanted to highlight the multicultural night at MHS.  She has also attended several other events including “Fill the Truck” event, school plays, Horizon Elementary Fun Run, and Partners for Prevention and Attendance committee participation.

Jill Weight – No comments.

Jaren Cooper – Mr. Cooper said that he enjoyed attending the lunches recognizing professional and support employees.  He also acknowledged all of the emails and letters he has received regarding the potential closing of an elementary schools.  

Board Business

Initial Notice of Consideration of School Closure

Jaren Cooper made a motion that Murray City School District Board of Education provide initial notice that Liberty Elementary School is under consideration for closure effective for the 2027-28 school year.  Kami Anderson seconded the motion.  Kelly Taeoalii, Kami Anderson, and Jaren Cooper voted for the motion.  Elizabeth Payne voted against the motion.  The motion passed.

Report of the Staff

After School Programs Report: Horizon Elementary, Parkside Elementary, Hillcrest Junior High

Becky Te’o, Director of Elementary Teaching and Learning, led a presentation on the After-School programs in the District.  Nicole LeBaron – Horizon Elementary, Heather Nicholas – Parkside Elementary, and Gabe Smith – Hillcrest Junior High School shared the activities occurring at each of their schools.
 
Food & Nutrition Program Yearly Update

Gwen Haycock, Food Services Program Coordinator, provided an update of the Sodexo Food & Nutrition program in the district.  

Bond Projects Update

Scott Taggart, Director of Support Services, shared updates on the two construction projects underway in the district.

Murray High School Addition – The project is progressing in construction and is currently on schedule.  The exterior structure is complete, roof is complete and the interior structure is ongoing.  The electrical connections to the main panel were completed over spring break.

Riverview Junior High – The project is progressing in construction and is currently on schedule.  Ongoing current activities include near completion of structural masonry, structural steel erection, auditorium rigging steel and ductwork, framing throughout, drywall 2nd floor, roofing and drilling of heat exchange wells. 
PS 403.2 Student Residency and Enrollment/During Temporary Out-0f-Country Travel – 1st Reading
Scott Wihongi, Assistant Superintendent, presented the new policy as a first reading.  

PS 449.1 MCSD Focused Graduation Pathway (GED Hybrid) Requirements – 1st Reading
Scott Wihongi, Assistant Superintendent, presented the new policy as a first reading.  

Sex Education Committee Annual Report

Bruce Eschler, Secondary Director, shared information regarding the efforts of the committee which consists of 7 employees and 6 parents.  He reviewed the Salt Lake County statistics on STD’s, Teen Pregnancy, and Human Relationships. 

IN 304 Instructional Materials selection and Reviews – 2nd Reading 

Scott Wihongi, Assistant Superintendent, presented the updated policy as a second reading.  Jaren Cooper made a motion to approve the policy.  Jill Weight seconded the motion which was approved unanimously.

SP927 Special Provisions Sick Leave – 1st Reading

Darren Dean, Director of Personnel & Student Services, presented the updated policy as a first reading.  

SP928 Special Provisions – Personal Leave – Article 7 – 1st Reading

Darren Dean, Director of Personnel & Student Services, presented the updated policy as a first reading.  

SP938 Article SVI – Learning Environment – 1st Reading

Darren Dean, Director of Personnel & Student Services, presented the updated policy as a first reading.  

SP927 Special Provisions: Professional Grievance Procedure – 1st Reading

Darren Dean, Director of Personnel & Student Services, presented the updated policy as a first reading.  


FY27 Preliminary Budget Report

Richard Reese, Business Administrator, presented preliminary budget information to the Board regarding the 2026-27 budget.  The full budget will be presented in the June 11, 2026 budget meeting.




Superintendent

School Fee Requests 2026-27 School Year – 2nd Reading - Superintendent Covington presented each school’s school fee requests as a second reading.  Kami Anderson made a motion to approve the plans.  Jaren Cooper seconded the motion which was unanimously approved.

Overnight Educational Travel Requests 2026-27 School Year – 2nd Reading - Superintendent Covington presented the overnight travel requests as a second reading.  Kami Anderson made a motion to approve the plans.  Jaren Cooper seconded the motion which was unanimously approved.

School Land Trust Plans 2026-27 2nd Reading – Superintendent Covington presented each school’s school land trust plan as a second reading.  Jaren Cooper made a motion to approve the plans.  Kami Anderson seconded the motion which was unanimously approved.

School Improvement Student Success (TSSA) Plans 2026-27, 2nd Reading – Superintendent Covington presented each school’s TSSA plan as a second reading.  Kami Anderson made a motion to approve the plans.  Jaren Cooper seconded the motion which was unanimously approved.

PS 417.2 Cell Phones, Emerging Technology, and Smartwatches – 1st Reading – Superintendent Covington presented this updated policy as a first reading.

PS 430 Overnight Excursions – 1st Reading – Superintendent Covington presented this updated policy as a first reading.

PS 428 Fees – 1st Reading – Superintendent Covington presented this updated policy as a first reading.

IN 307 Secondary Schools’ Disclosure Requirements – 1st Reading – Superintendent Covington presented this updated policy as a first reading.


The Board was polled at 7:16 p.m. and was unanimous in holding a closed session for personnel and legal issues.


The Board meeting was adjourned at 8:17 p.m.



_________________________________            _______________________________________ Kelly Taeoalii – Board President             	      Business Administrator – Richard Reese
