Torrey Utah
PO Box 750027
Torrey, UT 84775
Torreyutah.gov
Town Council Meeting 
Approved Minutes

Notice is hereby given that the Mayor and Members of Town Council held an April 2026 Town Council Meeting.  The meeting was held on Thursday, the 9th day of April 2026, at 7:00 PM at the Torrey Town Office located at 75 E 100 N. Note the agenda may be accelerated or line items may be discussed in any order. 

[bookmark: _Hlk132712843]Welcome: Mayor Wright
Roll Call: Mayor Wright, Renee Reel, Richard Braaten, Nan Anderson, Melinda Meservy, Dustin Oyler, Pat Kearney, Jordan Pace, Karen Mayne, Bill Barrett
Pledge of Allegiance: Renee Reel
Public comments: None
The council held a brief discussion about changing the agenda order of the Town Council reports. Renee and Pat suggested having the Economic Development and Planning and Zoning reports earlier on agenda to better align with the budget discussion. 

Conflict of Interest: None
Review and Approve Minutes:
March 12, 2026, Town Council Meeting:  Pat Kearney made a motion to accept the town council meeting minutes from March 12, 2026, typos aside. Renee Reel seconded the motion and all council members voted to approve.	
March 30, 2026 Work Meeting:  Pat Kearney made a motion to accept the town council meeting minutes from March 30, 2026, typos aside.  Richard Braaten seconded the motion and all council members voted to approve. 
Agenda Requests:

Town Business:
Mayor Wright mentioned that the water availability memo from Kelly Chappel will be forthcoming. 

Torrey Ordinance Title 9 and Torrey Ordinance Title 10:
Bill Barrett remarked that the only additional changes were language corrections regarding the Hearing Officer role in settling disputes. The language was made consistent in both Titles nine and ten.  A few smaller changes may be made in the future.  

Pat Kearney made a motion to adopt title 9 and title 10, Richard Bratten seconded the motion and all council members voted in favor. 
Bill Barrett is hoping to have a notice on the Website that titles nine and ten are revised and will be available in the office.  
Torrey Annexation Policy: Review and take appropriate action
A clear annexation map has been added to the document. A public hearing for the May 14th Town Council meeting will be scheduled. And then the policy can be adopted. 
Schedule Public Hearing: 
Jordan Pace made a motion to schedule the public hearing for the Annexation Policy during May 14th Town Council meeting. Pat Kearney seconded the motion. All council members voted in favor.
Public Works /staff discussion: 
Jordan and Dustin will begin to interview the three candidates who have submitted their application and resume for the public works employee opening. Following the interview, reference checks and a background check will be done. 
Affordable Housing: Claudia O’Grady Utah Housing Corporation. 
Ms O’Grady discussed the steps required to build the Utah Housing Corporation housing. She was here to ask for a contribution of permit and impact fee waivers for the 200 W 100 N affordable housing. She is hoping to start soon on the two fourplexes. The application is due to be submitted in May. The project needs to ask the jurisdiction for a permit and impact fee waiver or for some form of contribution.   
Jordan Pace remarked that the water restriction moratorium is in place and so the water decision cannot be made at this time. Melinda Meservy spoke in favor of the necessity of affordable housing.   
Bill asked if it would be possible to indicate that the town is agreeable to provide the waiver. The discussion continued about the consideration of waiving the impact fee when they are ready to build. Most council members were uncomfortable making decisions about any water related issues. 
Ms O’Grady went on to explain that resident applicants must qualify on an income basis. A credit check and criminal background check are also conducted. Utah Housing Authority places a recorded land use restriction on the land for 50 Years. 
To submit the application in May they need a letter of commitment from the town. 
Bill mentioned that the planning and zoning commission is in support of affordable housing. Perhaps we can find other ways to find the same financial support; town budget, 
Mayor Wright believes we need to remove the moratorium in May if possible. The council is concerned about completing an update of the water ordinance and completing a review from the engineer by May. May might be too soon to accomplish these tasks.
Nan suggested that we use different wording. Not mention obligating water or waive water fees. Indicate financial support from Torrey through non specified means. Claudia needs a specific amount of funds obligated for support. 
Pat asks who will manage the apartments? There is a person with Mountain Country Home Assoc who manages the Housing for Utah Housing Corporation. The housing is inspected quarterly.
Nan, Bill and Claudia recommended the following letter of support.	 
“Torrey will support the Utah Housing corporation (UHC) housing project in Torrey with financial support of a minimum of $5,000 from sources to be determined.”  
Pat Kearney made a motion to accept the wording proposed.   Richard Braaten seconded the motion and all council members voted to approve.  
Ordinance Adopting the International Wildland-Urban Interface Code
Ordinance acceptance is not the only step needed. The are several requirements. Mayor Wright distributed the checklist of requirements. 
Our participation is mandatory to comply with the state so that the program will protect Torrey if a fire breaks out in Torrey. Pat Kearney will ask Brock to put this on the League of Cities and Towns agenda. We will explore the options and requirements for this program. 
Season Starter Session: 
There was good representation from Lodging. Capitol Reef Resort, and Forest service. BLM was not able to be there. Nan would like it to be held on an annual basis. 
Torrey Website Updates Management: 
Nan Anderson spoke with AC Ivory and received a proposal. Staff will need to provide information to AC in a timely manner. He will not do social media involvement.  He proposes 2 hours monthly at $100 an hour. May be a form that needs to be completed imbedded in the process. We should review the responsibilities at the staff meeting
Pat Kearney made a motion to accept the proposal for continuous website management for $200 a month with AC Ivory. Jordan Pace seconded the motion and all approved. 
Torrey Historic Preservation Ordinance 
Renee is working with SHPO (State Historic Preservation Office) to create a Certified Local Government Historical Commission in Torrey and to pass an updated ordinance. This preservation commission is a land use issue and so it must have a public hearing.
Public Hearing on May 12th. Jordan made a motion to hold a public hearing for the proposed Historic Preservation Commission Ordinance following the Annexation Policy public hearing Renee Reel seconded the motion and all approved. 
Review SC Broadband IT management quote and take appropriate action
SC Broadband take over the management, security, email and other technical issues. They would become the license provider for Microsoft 360 and pick up all the security email protection and back-end process. Pat mentioned that Wayne County uses their services. They speak very highly of their service. Training is provided.
The cost will be $350 up front for Wi-Fi access equipment and a monthly charge of $684.
Jordan Pace made a motion to accept the SC Network Solutions bid. Pat Kearney seconded the motion. All Council members voted to approve.
Review water information provided by Kelly Chappell and water moratorium and take appropriate action. The written information was not received
Clerk Report: Karen Mayne
Eduardo Nava has submitted a building permit
Business renewal letters have been mailed to the businesses in Torrey.
Karen has renewed her annual Utah Records Certification.
The Notary renewal procedure has changed. Karen will review.
The Short-term rental licenses obligated are at 13 with 4 open licenses. We have had some interested individuals inquiring about the licensing process for STR. No new applications.

 Financial Report: Melinda Meservy
Melinda distributed the quarterly report to show where we stand in the budget. Torrey revenue is down a little due to the cost of the new water line.
Melinda met with Kerri Nakamura and began working on a five-year plan. She presented spending to date and revenue to date. 
The Tourist related taxes have increased, and we need to plan for that. By the end of June, we’ll have around $150,000 in Class C restricted funds which will need to be spent or placed in another general fund (special revenue fund). For capital investments we will need to have a capital projects plan. Melinda will discuss it as part of the budget process. Mayor Wright remarked that we will need $100,000 for the design of the Sand creek bridge and $50,000 for build oversite.
As Treasurer, Melinda is required to present a draft budget to the council in May. Please look over the annual plan and review department expenses as a rough draft. Melinda will need priorities by the 24th of April. The public hearing for the budget is the June Town Council, June 11, 2026. The final budget should be completed later in June.
The Council will schedule a work meeting for April 30th Thursday, 4:00PM for a budget working meeting.
Questions for Melinda:
Mayor explained that $6,698 in the budget is Torrey’s EMS payment to Wayne County. This year there will be an increase, but it may be covered by the state. 
Pat would Like to see a breakout of the Torrey assets. She asked if we have the Post Office building as an asset. Melinda replied that it will be this next fiscal year. 
Renee led a discussion about the Apple Days account. Different accounts were discussed regarding funds for town events. 
Nan asked about the “Urban Forest” account. Pat explained the tree trimmers are expected soon. 
Pat Kearney made a motion to accept the financial report and pay the bills. Jordan seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously
Council Reports: 
	Mayors Report: See attached for full Report

The CIB project list must be created by May 1st. Suggested items incwlude, Town Hall, Sand creek bridge, and Sulfur Springs rehabilitation.
Code Enforcement is a project being addressed by Justin Wayman and Mayor Wright. Ross Mitchell is willing to be the enforcement officer, and Frank Nacamura is willing to be the hearing officer. Torrey must update town ordinances to reflect the new process. 

The interlocal agreement with Wayne County Sherriff will be to have sheriffs provide additional time providing such things as traffic enforcement and criminal law enforcement. 

Mayor Wright met with UDOT Associate Director to talk about the speeding limit signs caution signs looking for a crosswalk location. On April 30th 9:30 Mayor Wright will be meeting with UDOT. The work on safety issues on Main St. Bill Barrett mentioned that there have been complaints about the large trucks and their engine brakes coming into town. He suggested signs to prevent the loud brakes. 

Sunday Mayor Wright is leaving for Buffalo NY to participate in a Rural Summit conference.

See mayors report which is attached.

Pat Kearney: Pioneer Cemetery, Cemetery, Trees, Staff
Tree cutters are coming this week. Tree trimmings will be taking place. Arbor day is in the Fall this year. 

Pat believes that there is an unacceptable use of a business license. She was informed that the business WILD is using the Scheuler home for housing the students. They agreed that they would not house students but put them in local hotels. Mr. Schueler told Pat they had students staying last year. A discussion as to how to proceed was held. Mayor Wright will write a letter to clarify. 

Richard Braaten: Roads
Road base has been placed on Wendy Road! Dustin put it down and Ron Mosemand rolled it down. Ron is offering to sell the roller to Torrey. It is a small roller. Richard Braaten made a motion that Torrey purchase the roller from Ron Mssman. Pat Kearney seconded the motion and all voted in favor.
	
Jordan: Water Michael Durbage water easement. 
Torrey attorney, Justin Wayment felt this felt this easement would work. Mr. Durbadge is paying for the installation and then the easement will go to Torrey. He is not asking for any water connections. 
Jordan Pace made the motion to approve the easement. Pat seconded the motion and all voted to approve. Jordan will notify Mr. Dervage of the approval.

Renee Reel: Park, Pavilion, Post Office and Town Events 
The Easter Egg hunt went well. The Post office drop-off box is being misused. Renee recommended a newsletter reminder that if it doesn’t fit, don’t leave it.
The solar path signs are getting dirty. Need help to keep them clean.
America 250 stipend for 1500 has been awarded Renee would like to use it to swag. Jordan Pace made the motion to approve the spending and Pat seconded the motion. All voted in favor. Pat would like residents to nominate the citizen of the year and grand marshal. Renee will write a Newsletter request

Dustin Oyler: Public Works
Dustin discussed the water line planning for the Jeremy subdivision. Dustin believes it will cost approximately $65,000 to $95,000 to complete the project. Dustin will need to get an easement from the new owners. 
The Tesla charging station wants the Taft gas station as a location. The proposed location encroaches on the Torrey water easement. The council says no. A water issue would not work that close to the charging station. All the council members voted no on the location.  The charging station cannot impede access to water lines in the event of a break.

The fence around the shop. It was to be this fiscal year. Where do we want the fence to go? Also, what style. Like the cemetery? The shop and yard now are expanding. Will consider the location.

Planning and Zoning: Bill Barrett Building permits
A couple building permits in process. Question about enforcement of the sign ordinance. Bill sent letters to business owners, and all have complied. 

Also, two roofs that have been taken down to the boards. No one had a building permit for inspection. Bill suggested notice in the next newsletter from P and Z. Also, a reminder to not start work without a building permit.   Eric Torgerson is helping with notifying builder. 

Most recently Eric notified Josh Thayer at 417 N Center St who is building an extension to his home.  Eric approached and Josh said no, I won’t apply for a permit. A discussion was held regarding enforcement of Ordinances and how to proceed.   

Olga and Jeremy Assayas are building and have not submitted the lighting plan. A letter needs to be written from Mayor Wright.

Bill discussed a proposed annexation permit which is in motion. 

Economic Development: Nan Anderson
Contacted USDA about a rural grant. They do not have adequate enough funds for engineering design. For the bridge.
Researching other options for funding. 
Requesting revenue information from the county to know the amount of revenue that the county receives from businesses outside of Torrey and in the Torrey water district. She has not been given the information. for businesses in the Water district. Nan was informed that 50% of sales tax goes to the town and the other 50% is distributed by the state of Utah to cities based on population.

Old Business:

Other Business: Place the proposal for two town council meetings per month on next month’s agenda. 

Adjourn:      Pat Kearney made a motion to adjourn the meeting 9:58PM. Jordan seconded the 
meeting.  
	
***


