


[bookmark: _6fszqjbkvt4v]Rich County Trails Board
Meeting Minutes
[bookmark: _9lykibekcy2b]March 19, 2026

Time: 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Location: Garden City Offices, 69 N. Paradise Parkway

Rich County Trails Board: Wes Thompson, Mark Smoot, Norm Mecham, Brad Davis, Jon Lee (Absent)
Consultant: Glen Busch (BIO-WEST)

· Approved minutes from February meeting

· Reviewed and approved BIO-WEST invoices for January and February 2026

· Reviewed to-date budget status. The Community Involvement task (Task 3) will be expended in March, which was expected. Other tasks are looking good with significant funds remaining. Overall, 63 percent of the budget remains.

· 2026 UORPA Grant Status (Wes). Wes, Norm, Mark, and Glen met with US Forest Service Recreation Planner Erik Skabelund at the Logan Ranger District office to discuss a proposal for the RCTB to apply for the UORPA grant to fund planning and construction of the Limber Pine Connector Trail. The Forest Service felt it was premature to apply for the grant for this project because of planned major forest and vegetation treatments in the area. Eric felt planning the trail route after the vegetation treatments would ultimately allow for a better trail alignment. 

· Wes brought up a second option for the 2026 UORPA grant to plan and develop a hiking trail and multi-use trailhead on State Trust Lands at the mouth of South Eden Canyon. The project could be operated under a MOU modeled after a non-motorized trail in Richfield. However, based conversations with Trust Lands, the MOU would need to be signed by Rich County. The RCTB felt a grant proposal would be stronger once the ongoing trail planning effort is complete and Rich County has officially adopted the plan. The group decided to wait for 2027 to apply for this project but to continue the groundwork for the trail and trailhead.

· A third option for 2026 UORPA was discussed for lower Hodges and Richardson Hollow through private lands. Grant funds could be used to improve the Wilson Property gate as well as realign and improve the Richardson Hollow Road and add a connection to Sweetwater. RCTB members will begin discussions with appropriate landowners to test the waters. More discussion is needed to finalize a project proposal. 

· Discussed another option for UORPA grant to construct a non-motorized trail on Norm’s property from the Hodges Canyon Trailhead westward to the gate. This trail would provide hikers and bicycles an option to avoid motorized traffic on the road. This option would require an easement with the landowner.

· Discussed public comment input related to the Bear Lake Legacy Trail, specifically e-bike use and speed limits. How can speed limits be enforced? Could a grant fund enforcement? Is there political will to prohibit class 2 e-bikes as well as phase out rentals at local businesses? More discussion is needed.

· For the next meeting Glen said we will strategize the trail assessment portion of the project. 



Meeting adjourned at 3:00 pm



