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Time: 1:00 - 3:00 PM
Location: Garden City Offices, 69 N. Paradise Parkway

Board Members: Wes Thompson, Mark Smoot, Norm Mecham, and Brad Davis

Guests: Travis Hobbs, Rich County Fire Warden, Forestry Fire and State Lands and Rilie Argile, Garden City Public Works

Consultant: Glen Busch, BIO-WEST (Remote)

Full meeting transcript is available here.

April Minute Review
· Approved April meeting minutes (unanimous approval)

Invoice Approval
· Reviewed and approved BIO-WEST invoice for April 2026. 
· Wes reminded board members to track their volunteer hours in the project spreadsheet to be used as in-kind matching funds for the project grant.

Trail Planning
· Travis Hobbs, FFSL, is interested in coordinating efforts with the Trails Board. Hobb’s goal is to reduce wildfire risk by improving road and trail access for firefighters and their equipment. Several roads and trails around Garden City need to be improved to facilitate better access, including Garden City Canyon and the Swan Peak trail. The trail board, should coordinate with FFSL, Garden City, and Rich County to clarify roadway easement status, right of way width, and jurisdiction to ensure roads and trails remain open. 
· Discussed strategy for improving/maintaining Garden City Canyon road such as culvert installation and water drainage management. Hobbs suggested this is arguably as important as fuel reduction for maintaining fire engine access. Riley confirmed that the city is willing to provide in-kind labor to support projects if grant funding can be secured for necessary materials like gravel.
· The group identified several landowners potentially impacted by these projects, including the Investment Decision Corporation, Max Conlin, Daniel Morgan, and David Christian. They also noted that Rocky Mountain Power may hold utility easements along some of these routes, which could provide additional leverage for verifying right-of-way status.

2026 UORPA Grant Application
· Wes shared the status of the 2026 ORPA grant application. He is applying for $120,000 to cover cultural resource clearances and environmental studies to facilitate several new motorized and non-motorized trails in north eastern Rich County. These trails are located on BLM, UDOT, State Parks, and State Trust lands.
· Brad noted these trails will likely face issues with sage grouse habitat and wildlife management units (WMU).

Schedule Stakeholder Meetings
· Wes will reach out to key stakeholders once the proposed trails are more clearly defined.
 
Schedule public meeting for trail plan 
· Glen suggested the RCTB schedule the next round of public meetings for late summer. The group agrees to push the meeting to September or October to allow more time to prepare a polished draft document.

Next Steps
· Glen will ensure the comment application is up to date and functioning as expected
· Glen and Wes will work to identify specific field inventory locations for the group to start assessing.
· Next meeting scheduled for June 25th from 1-3 at the Garden City Offices.


Meeting adjourned at 3:15 pm



