


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
March 11, 2026
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Mecham, Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, and Taylor Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen.

VISITORS:  2nd Lt Tina Peart Civil Air Patrol, Laura Holm, Estelle Price, Alan Christensen

ABSENT: Council Member Dallin

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member R Holmgren

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  April 8, 2026

MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from February 11, 2026 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes from February 11, 2026 be approved.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Mayor Mecham talked with the deputy.  He wasn’t able to attend tonight.  He mentioned that reports of animal bites are up in the county.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Estelle Price with the Daughters of the Utah Pioneers would like to ask the council for permission for the DUP to be able to auction off a quilt at the BRC July 24th Auction.  Council Member Dallin is not in attendance tonight.  He will be informed of what Estelle is asking and will get back to her with an answer.

2nd Lieutenant Tina Peart with the Civil Air Patrol would like to take a few minutes.  She works with the Bear River Cadet Squadron.  They meet every Thursday from 6:30 – 8:00 pm at the Brigham City National Guard Armory.  They work with kids from 12-18 and any adult who would like to join them to volunteer.  They are inviting the Mayor and Council Members to join them at an open house in April.  This year they will be laying wreaths on all the veterans graves in Bear River City in December.  The Cadets will be selling wreaths and asking for sponsorship.  They also do community service projects.  She has some pamphlets we can set out.  Mayor Mecham will also pass this information on to our Youth City Council.  

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:  None

REVIEW DEPARTMENT ASSIGNMENTS WITH ADVICE & CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL:  Mayor Mecham stated he hoped the Council Members had time to review the document he gave them last meeting.  Council Member R Holmgren asked if the new proposed Public Works Director would be part time or full time.  Mayor Mecham stated about 10 hour per week, so part time.  Mayor Mecham also stated this was designed to make it easier to be on the City Council.  There is a legislative function and an executive function for the town.  Legislative is the City Council.  Doesn’t mean they necessarily carry out the function.  Legislative is responsible for setting policy, adopting ordinances and resolutions, approving the budget, and providing oversight. Executive function would be administering city operations and carrying out the policies adopted, and within the budget set forth, by the City Council.  Council Member Anderson stated we run out of people to do things and can’t really afford to pay people to do it, so by default the Council Members have been hands on.  He also stated we as council members are here to help.  This is what they signed up for.  Council Member Anderson likes the hands-on work more than hiring people to do these jobs.  Council Member J Holmgren stated we knew what the job was when we ran for the Council Member seat.  There are some things we want to help with.  Council Member Anderson also likes the idea of having a department meeting to discuss the different departments.  This would keep a lot of this discussion which is normally part of the council meeting, out of the council meeting and not wasting time.  Council Member Anderson questions whether we have the money to pay someone to be the Public Works Director.  Treasurer Andreasen has put together an analysis of the Mayors proposed report and what we have paid for in the past.  Council Member J Holmgren is worried that we would be asking a lot of the Public Works Director based on the job description and for the amount of money we would pay them.  Council Member Anderson would like to see the Executive Council move forward.    Mayor Mecham stated there is a benefit of having a staff member in the position of the Public works director long term.  When Mayors, Council Members, etc come and go this person is a constant.  We don’t have to go all in right now.  If there are a few things that might work, lets do that.  Mayor Mecham would like to table the Public Works Director for now and let the City Council think about it a little more.  Mayor Mecham asked Treasurer Andreasen if she has any concerns financially on anything that is proposed.  The cemetery does not have the budget to pay what we have been paying for lawn care.  Mayor Mecham stated maybe this could be part of a broader general budget.  Where the cemetery doesn’t really have money coming in it maybe could be paid out of the general fund.  Council Member R Holmgren is also worried about the money.  He also stated if we had a public works director handling the irrigation part, they would have to have a deep knowledge of our system and even then it would be a nightmare for them.    Mayor Mecham stated he has bounced this Public Works director job off of a few people in town.  There is some interest in the job.    Council Member Taylor suggested that maybe the Public Works directors job duties are changed a little for now.  Maybe you don’t include the irrigation or a few other items in the job description for now.  Mayor Mecham suggested for right now, the Mayor could step into the Public Works role until we figure out the money and the job duties.  Mayor Mecham would also like to start up the Executive Council.  This Council would meet from 6-7 pm on the second Wednesday of the month.  Members would consist of Emergency Preparedness and Public Safety Director, Mayor, Planning Commission Chair, Public Works Director, Town Clerk, Treasurer, Youth City Council Advisors, and Zoning Administrator.  Council Members agreed this would be a great way to start.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned for the Mayor to move forward with the Executive Council Meeting.  Motion seconded by Council Member Anderson.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW COMPENSATION SCHEDULE (POSSIBLE CHANGES AND/OR ADOPTION):  This will be tabled until next meeting.

SET DATE FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR CERTAIN WAGES IF NESESSARY: N/A
REVIEW AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN: The Mayor and Council reviewed the Capital Improvement Plan.  Short-, medium- and long-term dates need to be changed by increasing 1 year.  Park Lighting was removed.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Capital Improvement Plan with the mentioned changes.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor. 

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PLAN:  The Mayor and Council Members reviewed the Infrastructure Improvement Plan. Short-, medium- and long-term dates need to be increased by 1 year.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Infrastructure Improvement Plan.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

FEE SCHEDULE SET CITY IRRIGATION ASSESSMENT FOR 2026 AND LATE FEE FOR DOG LICENSE:  The Bear River Canal Company did not change the assessment for 2026.  Council Member R Holmgren stated he would like to see the City Assessment have no change for 2026.  Council Member R Holmgren suggested setting the late fee for dog licenses at $6.00 per dog.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the fee schedule addition of the $6 late fee for dog licenses and no change for the Bear River Canal Co Assessment and the Bear River City Assessment.  Council Member Anderson seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE FRAUD RISK MANAGEMENT ASSESSMENT:  The Mayor and Council Members reviewed the Fraud Risk Management Assessment.  It was asked if anyone on the Council or Mayor had a bachelors degree in accounting.  No one does.  We will have a 0 score on that question.  Clerk Holmgren has a few more people that need to complete the training and send her the certificate.  When this is finish we will score the 20 points.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the Fraud Risk Management Assessment contingent on the trainings being completed.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REPORT ON BUSINESS LICENSES:    Treasurer Andreasen created a spreadsheet showing the residents that applied for Business Licenses for 2026.  Mayor and Council Members reviewed this list and had no questions.

SUBDIVISION LAND USE AUTHORITY VACANCY:  Mayor Mecham would like Council Member Anderson to serve on the Subdivision Land Use Authority.  He would also like to see Planning Commission Member Hendrickson stay on the Committee.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to appoint Council Member Anderson to serve on the Subdivision Land Use Authority.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Mayor Mecham will check with Planning Commission Member Hendrickson to see if he would be willing to continue serving.

PLANNING COMMISSION VACANCY: Mayor Mecham asked the Council if anyone had any suggestions for the Planning Commission Vacancy.  No one had any suggestions.  Mayor Mecham asked Travis Price if he would be willing to serve on the Planning Commission.  Travis said he would be willing.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to appoint Travis Price as a Planning Commission Member.  Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.     Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, and Taylor.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: None

DEPARTMENTS:  Cemetery – Council Member Taylor stated there has been alcohol left on some of the headstones at the cemetery.  She is looking into policy and state law about alcohol and open containers left on headstones.  

Sewer – Council Member J Holmgren attended the Rural Water Conference.  He has the water usage report submitted.  He also stated at Acme Water Co they drew up a bylaw stating the owner/stock holder of the rental/lease units must make the monthly payment not the renter/lease.  He asked if we could implement this.  Clerk Andreasen stated we already have policy in place stating the owner is responsible.  Council Member J Holmgren has contacted the County about chip sealing a few of the roads in town.  Mayor Mecham would like to see the RV Dump be opened up for use this year.  Council Member J Holmgren has talked to AIS to have a box made so residents can use it with a code.

Irrigation – The project of partially piping the ditch between 6100 North and 6200 North has started.  They have started clearing away the trees on the ditch bank.  They should be laying pipe next week.  Grover’s believe they can tear out and replace the intersection in one day.  It will still need to be asphalted, but it will be safe to drive over.  

Pelorus Software – They will be installing and training next week.  

Civic Center Reservations – There was a complaint of a reservation that was blasting music.  Clerk Holmgren would like to add no loud music, no outside cooking on the cement and close to the building and no alcohol,  under condition of use and have the person reserving sign stating they have read it.  

Roads – Mayor Mecham has been working with Century Elementary to reroute their pickup line so it is off the highway.  The busses will pick up behind the school and the  pick-up line will run down 4800 West.  Director of UDOT has reached out to the Mayor to have a meeting next Monday, to discuss highway safety.  

Legislative Session has just ended.  Mayor Mecham stated there was a bill passed about accessory building units for lots over 11,000 sq ft.  He would like to research this and then get back with the City.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:25 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

Minutes approved April 8, 2026.

											   ________________________________________________
							Kyler Mecham, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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