
Brighton Community Trail Project
Creating a Shared Vision through Community Engagement



Strategic 
Plan



Neighborhood 
Nodes Study



A Conceptual 
Trail

• Trail System Improvements: The most desired
enhancement to the trail system within Big
Cottonwood Canyon is the development of a multi-
purpose trail that provides connectivity between the
four node areas (the “node connector”). 

• Trail Connectivity: There was significant support for
improving trail connections and developing a new trail
network that would establish continuous connectivity
between the four node areas. 

• Solitude Resort proposed extending such a trail into the southern edge of the 
resort, linking it with the Village and Moonbeam Lodge. 

• • Residents expressed support for a node connector
trail but were also concerned about privacy, snow
removal, and cost 

• As before, residents like the idea of a node
connector trail in theory, and had concerns about
practicality



Tri-Canyon Trail Plan



Regional 
Transportation 
Plans



Utah Outdoor 
Recreation Grant- 
Planning Assistance

-Feasibility/trail alignment studies 
-Community outreach strategies and execution 
-Stakeholder/steering committee facilitation Plan 
development assistance (i.e. master trails plan)
-Conceptual trail & site design 
-Mapping services Field data collection (trail 
assessments)



Community 
Engagement

While the trail concept is recognized 
in several documents, including the 
DRAFT USFS Tri-Canyon Trail Plan, 
and strong interest in improving 
connectivity is documented in the 
Neighborhood Nodes Study, this 
exercise focuses on defining a vision 
for the trail’s purpose, character, 
and users. 

The process will identify 
opportunities, constraints, and 
priorities for each segment to 
determine where a trail may be viable, 
design, and how it should function.

Three Segments

• Cardiff-Spruces

• Spruces-Solitude

• Solitude-Brighton



Scope & 
Timeline

• Engagement will involve 
residents, resorts, 
environmental stakeholders, 
and public agencies. 

• Outreach will include 
stakeholder meetings, segment 
workshops, field walks, surveys 
and mapping.

• Feasibility will be informed by 
community engagement, 
desktop analysis and field 
review, with attention to existing 
versus new trails, seasonal use, 
resort interfaces, and 
connections to destinations and 
mobility hubs.

• 3 Month Engagement Timeline Summary (DRAFT)

• Month 1 – Community Engagement & Feasibility (August)

• Stakeholder/agency coordination

• Develop segment contact lists/resident outreach

• Desktop analysis (ownership, constraints, 
opportunities)

• Interviews, initial segment issue identification

• Month 2 – Segment Workshops & Alternatives (September)

• Segment workshops 

• Field walks and site validation

• Develop and refine 2-3 alignment concepts per 
segment

• Ongoing agency coordination and community 
outreach

• Council meeting

• Month 3 – Analysis & Direction (October)

• Evaluate alternatives and identify tradeoffs

• Draft preferred corridors and phasing opportunities

• Prepare engagement summary and visual materials

• Final community meeting to confirm direction and 
next steps



Questions for Council

IS THE COUNCIL COMFORTABLE APPLYING FOR 
THE OPRA GRANT?

WOULD A COUNCIL MEMBER AND PLANNING 
COMMISSION MEMBER ADOPT A SEGMENT AND 
ASSIST WITH THE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT?
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