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Approved Minutes
[bookmark: _heading=h.kj2r0h6j2n0f]Newborn Hearing Screening Advisory Committee	
Meeting information:
February 10, 2026

Join Zoom Meeting
https://utah-gov.zoom.us/j/7998499427?omn=85740269038
Meeting ID: 799 849 9427
Join instructions
https://utah-gov.zoom.us/meetings/85740269038/invitations?signature=09fHZvxdNpyrU71V5JofVzpm3cJqvIW5VemlgqpDiA4

	Adrienne Johnson
	Annette Stewart
	Ashleigh Sorenson
	Aubri Ogden

	Brittany Chandler
	Charlene Frail-McGeever
	Eliza Hintze
	Erin Zinkan

	Fara Bitter
	Jordan Schramm
	Karl White
	Kevin Baird

	Lara Waite
	Nicole Pilling
	Sally Ormsby
	Sarah Cordingly

	Taunya Paxton
	Todd Huffman
	
	


Committee Members Present:

Excused/Absent:
	Chris Furner
	Eric Christensen
	Jacinda Merrill
	Jeff Jackson

	Lauri Nelson
	Taylor Enochson
	Stephanie Morgan
	


[bookmark: _heading=h.batk2pjvqyun]
Staff: 
	[bookmark: _heading=h.vuatne533zlx]Holley Ezzell
	Jenny Pedersen
	Krysta Badger
	Max Sidesinger

	Shannon Wnek
	Stephanie McVicar
	
	



Guests: 
	Alisha Reece
	Bailee Goddard-Hymas
	Libby Holley
	Amber - ASL Interpreter

	Heather - ASL Interpreter
	
	
	



Minutes: Alexis Weight, Secretary

	[bookmark: _heading=h.cw4q17tidqwo]Topic
	[bookmark: _heading=h.8kqwxc20f51e]Discussion

	Welcome
	Ashleigh Sorenson opened the meeting at 9:03 am and welcomed the Committee.  Krysta Badger assisted in taking attendance. 

	Approval of Minutes
	The minutes from the November 18th, 2025, meeting were reviewed.
Sally Ormsby made the motion to approve the minutes as written. 
Nicole Pilling seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

	Public Comment
	No public comments

	Membership
	Introductions
· Fara Bitter, the new Committee Co-chair, introduced herself and spoke briefly about her experience and background.
· Sarah Cordgingley, the new Committee Community Audiologist, was introduced by Dr. Shannon Wnek who spoke briefly about her background in Pediatric Audiology.
Open Seats 
· Family Physician
· Public Health Nurse

	Parent Consultants’ Updates
	Ms. Sorenson and Ms. Ogden went over parent updates:
· Family contact calls (initial contacts & birthday check-ins):
· January: 33 calls
· February: 35 calls
· National EHDI Conference
· March 15th – 17th, 2026 in Jacksonville, Florida
· Parent Consultants will be attending and presenting: 
“Making Connections Through Family Events in Utah” on Tuesday, March 17th, 2026
· Spring Family Event
· Co-hosting with the Parent Infant Program (PIP) on March 27th, 2026, from 6:30 – 8:30 pm
· Kidstopia in Bluffdale, Utah
· Official flyer will be going out at the beginning of March
· Youth/Young Adult Ambassador Program
· D/HH Teens and Young adults (ages 14 - 25)
· Please hang up the flyer in your offices or share with Youth/Young Adults that would be interested in volunteering
· Parent Volunteer Network:
· Always looking for parents to join
· Help plan and attend events, connect with other families, help monitor GroupMe, spotlight for newsletter
· Flyer in process
· Starting to plan summer activities
· EHDI Family Newsletter
· February Issue:
· English – sent to 896 email addresses
· Spanish – sent to 52 email addresses
· Newsletters go out at the beginning of every other month
· Next issue in April 
· If you would like to be added to the newsletter mailing list, email: ehdiparents@utah.gov
· WebinEAR
· January 28, 2026
· Sara Williams, Equal Justice Works Fellow at the Utah Disability Law Center
· Understanding the ADA, IDEA, and Section 504 in your Deaf/Hard of Hearing Child’s Education
· On EHDI Playlist on the Utah Parent Center YouTube Page
· Deaf/Hard of Hearing Word/Phrase for Parents to Know
· Each week on the Utah EHDI social media pages, EHDI Parent Consultants will share a Deaf/Hard of Hearing word or phrase along with a simple definition.
· Social media pages: @utahEHDI
· Google Form: https://forms.gle/MqyfxW7ndSSBEnLD8
· New EHDI Parent Consultant Flyer
· Ashleigh Sorenson
385-275-4916, ashleigh@utahparentcenter.org
· Aubri Ogden
385-419-2156, aubri@utahparentcenter.org

	Committee Zoom Polls
	Dr. Stephanie McVicar went over Zoom Polls, explaining the purpose and requesting Committee members take a few minutes to answer the poll questions.  She informed the Committee that the poll is anonymous.  
After the Committee answered, Dr. McVicar said that the EHDI team will go over the answers, but she mentioned the following percentages when it came to the ideal meeting length: 50% preferred 60 minutes; 45% - 90 minutes; 5% - 120 minutes.

	EHDI* Updates
	Dr. Stephanie McVicar reviewed EHDI updates:
· Most things are status quo regarding federal EHDI funding; it is our understanding that both HRSA and CDC EHDI funding was in the recently passed HHS FY26 budget which would take us through 9/30/26.
· HRSA team still exists, but are limited in their ability to communicate or attend meetings.
· Will be starting year 3 of 5-year HRSA project on April 1st
· CDC EHDI funding, usually focused on data, was supposed to end in 2024, but received 2 one-year extensions.  Will find out in June what happens next.
· FYI:  We do have very active working groups outside of this committee for EHDI concerns	
· Baby Watch EI/PIP/EHDI working group 
· Pediatric Audiology Working Group (PAWG) 

	NCHAM Updates
	Dr. Karl White provided NCHAM updates:
· Eric Cahill was recently hired by the CDC Foundation, which is a good sign that things are still happening at the CDC.
· NCHAM is getting ready for the 25th Anniversary Celebration of the National EHDI Conference in Jacksonville, FL
· Dr. McVicar is part of the conference and 25th celebration planning committees
· Dr. McVicar will be lead speaker at the EHDI 101 session
· Trying something different this year - will be using AI assisted captioning at conference sessions, Microsoft Live Captioning
· Completed a study on AI vs human captioning. The former was more accurate (99.5% vs 91.5%) and quicker (1.5 seconds vs 4 seconds)
· Will still use human captioning for plenaries
· Planning for the 2027 conference in Bellevue, Washington

Kevin Baird asked if there will ever be a hybrid option for the National EHDI Conference.  Dr. White said that they’ve looked at providing a hybrid option, but that the cost and logistics of it makes it very difficult to do.
More people signed up for the virtual conference, but less people actually came than the in-person conferences.
However, he acknowledged that some people really benefit from a hybrid option, which keeps that a possibility for future EHDI conferences.

	Future Agenda Items
	Drs. Shannon Wnek and Adrienne Johnson are co-chairing the audiology portion of the Utah Speech-Language-Hearing Association Conference on 2/27/26.
No future agenda items.

	Next Meeting
	May 12, 2026

	Adjourn
	Karl White made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Adrienne Johnson seconded the motion.  The meeting adjourned at 9:57 am. 

	Minutes Approved
	May 12, 2026



Note: These minutes are not intended to be a verbatim transcript but are to record the significant features of the business
conducted in this meeting. Discussed items are not necessarily shown in the chronological order they occurred.
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