
IRON COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING 
APRIL 27, 2026 

Minutes of the Iron County Commission meeting convened at 9:00 a.m. April 27, 2026 in 
Commission Chambers at the Iron County Courthouse, Parowan, Utah. 

Officers in attendance included: 

Kenneth Robinson 

Michael Bleak 

Paul Cozzens 

Jonathan T. Whittaker 

Also present: 

Others present: 

Diana Girtain 

Nichole Phillips 

Bruce Summers 

SYNOPSIS 

Karsten Reed 

Luke Little 

Jared Wilson 

Carri Jeffries 

Nicole Rosenberg 

Terry Palmer 

Sam Woodall 

Jennifer Bradbury 

Lori Eichelberger 

Maria Twitchell 

Jon Oglesby 

Steve Johnson 

Nicole Shannon 

Bruce Washburn 

Commission Chair 

Commissioner 

Commissioner-excused 

County Clerk 

County Assessor 

County Auditor 

County LT. 

County Recorder 

County Treasurer 

Building & Zoning Administrator 

Deputy Attorney 

HR Director 

Justice Court 

Tourism 

Utah Summer Games 

Thomas Loveheart 

Mary Stults 

Theodore Wilberg 

ADJOURNMENT ..... .. .... .. ...... . ... .. ... . .. . .. .. .... . ........ . .. .. .. . .. ... ......... ... ......... .. . . ..... 10 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT . ..... . . .. . .... .. .. . ... . .. .. ... . .. ... . .... . .................. 2 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES ................................................................................. 2 

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS .. . .. . ..... .. ....... .. . ... ..... ... ..................... . ..... . ........... . .. .. 2 

INVOCATION ..................... . .. .. . . .. . ........ . ................................. . ...................... 2 

LOCAL CONSENT FOR SINGLE EVENT PERMIT (2) AT WOOD RANCH ... . . .. . .. .... .. . .... 9 

MOU FOR FUNDING TO UTAH SUMMER GAMES .. ................. . ................... ..... .... .4 

NON-DELEGATED ITEMS .. .. . .. .... .. ...... . ... .. . ... .. . .. ................................ ......... .... ...... 10 

ORDINANCE 2026-9, REGARDING CLOSED AND OPEN BURN DATES . .. .... .. . . . ... . .. . .. 7 

PERSONNEL .. ...... .. .. ..... . ... .. . . ..... . .. .. ....... .. .. .. .. . ... .. ....... .. ... . ... .. . ....................... 10 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE .. .. . .. .... . ...... .. . . . ...... .. .......................... . .... .. . . .. . ..... .. .... 2 
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PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS .. ......................... ................. ................. . .......... 10 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ... . ...... ...... ......... . .. ....... .. .. . . .. ........ ................ .. . . .... .. .. .. .. .... 4 

RESOLUTION 2026-2 EMERGENCY DROUGHT DECLARATION .... . . . .. . .. . .. . .. . .. . ........ .4 

UTAH SUMMER GAMES PREVIEW .. ....... ..... ...................................................... 3 

YEARLY FRAUD RISK ASSESSMENT FOR ENDING YEAR 2025 .............................. 3 

2025 IRON COUNTY FEE SCHEDULE .................................................................. 4 

Kenneth Robinson, Iron County Commission Chair, excused Commissioner Cozzens from 
today's meeting. 

INVOCATION 
An invocation was offered by Karsten Reed. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Those assembled were led in the pledge of allegiance by Michael Bleak. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the minutes of the Iron County Commission 

meeting held on April 13, 2025. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; 
Paul Cozzens, Absent; Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

APPROVAL OF CLAIMS FOR PAYMENT 
Michael Bleak made a motion to approve Claims for Payment from April 13, 2025, to 

April 26, 2026. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, 

Absent; Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

DEPARTMENT AL REPORTS 
Lori Eichelberger, Justice Court Administrator, noted that the budget was at 21.18% 

spent. Lori reported on the Justice Court monthly recap from January to March, comparing 2025 
to 2026. DUis, Driver' s License Violations, Moving Violations, Assaults, Controlled 
Substance/Narcotics, Domestic Violence, and other miscellaneous Misdemeanors/Infractions 
were all up from 2025. Impaired Driving DUI Violations, Non-moving Violations, and Theft 
were all down from 2025 . Revenue collected was up by $35 ,872, Revenue disbursed was up by 
$14,092, and Revenue retained was up by $21 ,680. She reported on Citation comparisons from 
January to March 2025 to 2026. Cedar City Police was down by 46, SUU Police was down by 

57, Iron County Sheriffs Office was up by 437, and Utah Highway Patrol was up by 4. 
Jared Wilson, Information Technology (IT) Director, noted that the budget was on 

track. Jared expressed his appreciation to Josh Merideth for noticing that the price of computers 
was increasing by 50%, and for ordering some before the increase. He reported that there were 2 
new employees, Bailey Banks (GIS) and Boston Miles (Technician), in the IT Department, and 
both were going to be great assets to the department. Bailey had already made her presence 
welcome by creating a GIS Layer program. He strongly encouraged any department to utilize 
the program. Jared reported that the Dispatch 911 was converted from a desktop to a Pro Vision 
program that speeds up the process. There was a new enhanced Iron County computer security 
program, which was doing better than anticipated, a new ticketing system, and an MDM 
Management system. 

Carri Jeffries, Iron County Recorder, reported on year 2025. There were 14,922 
Documents, 61 Subdivision Plots, 1,704 new accounts, and 257 of those were state-assessed 
patented mining claims, and total revenue was $595 ,105. Carri noted that during the Legislative 
Session, there was an increase in Recording Fees by $5.00, effective May 6th

. 

Karsten Reed, Iron County Assessor, reported that the State of Utah required the 
Commissioners to complete the new BOE training, which was passed in the State Legislative 
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Session. The training would be of ered online after July 1st. Karsten noted that the Tax-Roll 
deadline was in May, and he ex pre sed his appreciation to Trevor Mattson, Exilda Serrano, 
Bradden Beaumont, John Williams, and LaTonya Heaton for working hard to make sure the tax 
roll was on time. He reported that the Assessor ' s Budget was at 23% used. 

Nicole Rosenberg, Iron County Treasurer, reported that Product Sales collected in 
2025 were $79M. The Tax Distribution to Iron County was $16M. Nicole reported that the 
Public Treasurers Investment Fund (PTIF) interest rate was lower at 3.85%, and earned 
$2,633 ,044.92 in interest in 2025. Moreton Asset's long-term rate was at 4.67%, and earned 
$987,229.42 in interest. She reported that Outstanding Taxes were at $4,645 ,883.43 in 2025. 
Nicole noted that the May Tax Sale would be held on May 2. The list began with 134 properties, 
and was presently at 76. Buildings: 1 home and 1 Condo, three valued over $25K, and 0 
Commercial. Nicole reported that the budget was on track and expressed her appreciation to her 
employees who worked hard to get their work completed. Mike Bleak congratulated Nicole for 
25 years of service to Iron County and presented her with a Certificate, a 25 Year Pin, and a tote. 

Michael Bleak, Iron County Commissioner, reported that he met with the Southern 
Utah Economic Alliance Committee that included the 5-County area. After the meeting, he was 
able to meet James Leavitt, the new District Director for Congresswoman Maloy. Mike attended 
the Iron County Republican Convention held on April 24th

. He and Sheriff Carpenter were the 
high-vote candidates for their respective positions and would be on the ballot. Sheriff Carpenter 
earned above the 60% votes i;md would not need a Primary Election, but Mike would be having a 
Primary Election with an opponent. Jail construction continued to move forward, and they were 
staying on the timeline of the budget. Mike reported that he visited the Green River Energy 
Center in Emery County. This was a battery storage facility, similar to a facility that would be 
built in Iron County as part of the Appaloosa 2 Solar Project. He noted that Terry Palmer, Nate 
Dennett, Sheriff Carpenter, and Rand Bettridge all attended the visit. He reported that NovaCast 
was a local company that was using new technology for building homes with pre-cast foam-core 
concrete panels, with a construction time from start to finish of 30 days. The homes were fire and 
hurricane-resistant. 

Kenneth Robinson, Iron County Commissioner, reported that he attended the 
Diamond Arena addition ribbon-cutting. There were several drought meetings over the last two 
weeks by the Department of Agriculture and the Department of Natural Resources regarding the 
water issues in Southern Utah. He attended the Iron County and State Republican Conventions 
and was grateful to participate in the convention process. Unfortunately, Southern Utah has a 
disadvantage in voting power at the conventions. He noted that 84% of the voting population 

lived in four counties in the State of Utah, and the rest of the counties constituted only 16%. 

UTAH SUMMER GAMES PREVIEW 
Jon Oglesby, Larry H. Miller Utah Summer Games Director (USG), expressed his 

appreciation for all the support from Iron County. He praised Maria Twitchell, Iron County 
Tourism Director, for being so supportive with the Visit Cedar City/Brian Head campaign, and 
the work that Maria does for Iron County was the best in the state. Jon presented a recap of the 
2025 USG. There were 10,740 athletes from 17 different states, 1 foreign country, and 27 out of 
29 counties in Utah were represented. The USG brought between $17 and $20M to the economic 
impact, coming from information that Maria Twitchell provided. Jon reported that the USG 
received two awards last year, 1. Best Digital Media from the National Congress of State Games 

Award, and 2. The Organization of the Year from the Cedar City Chamber of Commerce. He 
noted that there were 500 athletes for the Inaugural Special Olympics USG partnership with 
Evergreen, Las Vegas Raiders Partnership- added 7 by 7 Football and Girls Flag Football to the 
USG lineup. The first Girls Flag Football Skills Camp in the State of Utah was held in Iron 
County, hosted by the Las Vegas Readers, with over 50 athletes from all over Utah at the camp. 
Jon reported that this was the 40th Year Celebration of the USG. He noted that Dallas Smith 
Media put together a 10-second USG highlight video, which ran during the Olympics, on KSL, 
through the NBA Playoffs, and on NBC. The USG created a Weekly Signature Community 
Engagement Event this year, celebrating the 40th Anniversary of the USG. Jon explained the 
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events that would be available to Iron County and visitors, beginning May 28th through July 4th. 

The beginning event was the Special Olympics USG on May 28th
, with a special Drone Show 

beginning at 8:00 p.m., which would be free to the community. The USG Opening Ceremony 
would be held on June 5th, and June 13th would be the America250 "Summer Street Fest," from 
5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., from 100 West from Center Street to 100 North. On June 20th

, USG Day 
would be at Brian Head Resort. Jon reported that other programs for the USG were the ' 40 by 
40' Campaign and the USG Experience Pass College. The USG had a partnership with SUU and 

Special Olympics Utah, where Special Olympics athletes were now receiving SUU College 
Certificates for Workforce Readiness. The first class of 15 athletes would obtain Graduation 
Certificates during the USG Special Olympics Opening Ceremony. He reported that the USG 
was now offering a 3 Credit SUU class to USG participants who were in High School for $30.00. 
There would be a variety of surprises during the 40th Anniversary Opening Ceremony. 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF A MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING (MOU) BETWEEN IRON COUNTY TOURISM, RECREATION, 
CULTURE, AND CONVENTION (TRCC) BOARD AND LARRY H. MILLER SUMMER 
GAMES/SUU FOR FUNDING TO THE SUMMER GAMES FOR $300K 

Sam Woodall explained that the TRCCA Fund Advisory Board program was to leverage 
the funds generated by the Iron County TRCCA Tax for marketing programs and tourism 
promotions. He reported that the TRCCA Fund Advisory Board had selected the USG to receive 
$300K to be paid in three installments over three years of$ lO0K each year, to be used to 
conduct and manage any existing sporting or competitive events and to explore potential new 
events un the Larry H. Miller UAG umbrella. Sam Woodall, Iron County Deputy Attorney, 
reported that the USG does qualify for funds . He had no concerns and recommended approval of 

the MOU. 
Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the MOU between Iron County TRCC Board 

and Larry H. Miller Summer Games/SUU for funding to the Utah Summer Games in the amount 
of $300K. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Absent; 
Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Concerns regarding the proposed Data Center included water rights, water and air quality, 

livestock, wildlife, ecosystem, and rushing to make a decision by Nicole Phillips, Mary Stults, 
and Marion Lund (via letter). 

Thomas Loveheart, a resident of Iron County, reported that he was running for House 
District 51 . His points for running included school funds, opposition to the Data Center, air 
quality issues, improving affordable housing, and health care. 

RESOLUTION 2026-2, EMERGENCY DROUGHT DECLARATION 
Jon Whittaker, Iron County Clerk, explained that this Declaration requested the 

acceptance from the Department of the Interior, including the Bureau of Reclamation, to provide 
technical staff assistance for water development grants. That Spencer Cox, Utah Governor, 
accept this declaration and make state resources and programs available to Iron County as a 
result of the ongoing condition of severe drought throughout Iron County. The BLM and NFS 
assist in working with grazing permit holders to allow for maintenance of herds, and the FSA 
provides assistance and coordination to farmers and ranchers to provide financial assistance 
through disaster programs, and financial assistance for water wells and other water development 
projects. Jon read through the Declaration and highlighted those requests from the State and Iron 
County residents. He noted that financing was available through the Utah Department of 
Agriculture and Food. This is to make the state aware of the conditions in the situation Iron 
County is facing, and to make available certain funding streams for agricultural producers. 

Michael Bleak made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-2, Emergency Drought 
Declaration as presented. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul 
Cozzens, Absent; Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 
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IRON COUNTY RESOLUTION 2026-2 

EMERGENCY DROUGHT DECLARATION, IRON COUNTY, UTAH. 

Whereas, current conditions due to ongoing drought have and will continue to cause 
adverse effects to agricultural producers, the tourism industry, and the municipal needs of the 
residents of Iron County; and 

Whereas, the forecast for continuing drought in the County is not expected to change in 
the near future ; and 

Whereas, the agricultural community provides an important proportion of the economic 
value of this county, and the financial condition of most agricultural producers in this county 
has, and will continue to be poor, due to the drought conditions; and 

Whereas, the tourism industry also constitutes a significant part of the Iron County 
economy and has also suffered for several years due to drought conditions in this and previous 
years; and 

Whereas, current severe drought conditions have significantly increased the wildland fire 
hazard in this County; and 

Whereas, fire restrictions will be put in place as drought conditions worsen; and 

Whereas, the availability for firefighting resources are expected to be limited due to the 
prolonged and extraordinarily dry conditions throughout the Western United States; and 

NOW THEREFORE, the Board of Commissioners of Iron County, Utah does hereby 
declare a Drought Emergency, EFFECTIVE THIS 27TH DAY OF APRIL, 2026, and hereby 
formally requests the following: 

1. That the Utah Congressional Delegation accept this Drought Emergency Declaration and 
requests that the Department of the Interior, including the Bureau of Reclamation provide 
technical staff assistance for the application of water development grants, that the Bureau 

of Land Management and the Department of Agriculture, including the National Forest 
Service, the Farm Service Agency, and Rural Development provide cooperation and 
assistance in the areas of water development. 

2. That the Governor of the State of Utah, Spencer J. Cox, accept this Drought Emergency 
Declaration for Iron County, and provides coordination with the members of the Utah 
Congressional Delegation, and that he takes immediate action to make State resources 
and programs available to Iron County as a result of the ongoing condition of severe 
drought throughout Iron County and in response to this Iron County Drought Emergency 
Declaration, including but not limited to the following: 

a. Order the different departments and divisions of the State of Utah to marshal their 
services, powers, and programs to provide assistance to Iron County's residents 
and businesses; and 

b. Request that the Division of Emergency Services and Homeland Security within 
the Department of Public Safety be named as the lead agency in the operations of 
the State of Utah Drought Response Plan, including coordination with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency; and 

c. Request that the Department of Economic Development deploy staff to meet with 
the business owners and operators in Iron County to assist with the effects of the 
drought and to assist with grants, low interest loans and other financial assistance; 
and 
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d. Request that the Department of Agriculture also deploy staff to assist the 

agricultural producers of Iron County, and coordinate efforts with Federal 
agencies in provision of financial assistance and other programs; and 

e. Request that the Department of Natural Resources assist with the drought 
response with assistance of additional fire resources, if needed, from the Division 
of Forestry, Fire and State Lands; and 

f. Request that the Utah Division of Water Rights facilitate the processing of well 
applications and requests for financial assistance for agricultural and culinary 
wells; and 

g. Request that the Division of Wildlife Resources make appropriate and fair 
reductions of wildlife numbers from private lands, especially crops and irrigated 
lands, as well as appropriate reductions along with grazing permit holders on 
State and Federal lands; and 

h. Request coordination and assistance from the Administration of School and 
Institutional Trust Lands in working with grazing permit holders for both spring, 
fall and winter grazing; and 

i. Request that the Department of Administrative Services, State and Federal 
Surplus property work with Iron County and give preference in obtaining surplus 
property that can be used by the County and other governmental agencies in their 
droughtresponse;and 

j. Request that financial resources of the State of Utah be made available to assist 
Iron County, other local governmental agencies and organizations, and those State 
Departments and Divisions that will be responding and assisting Iron County in 
its drought response efforts. 

3. That the Bureau of Land Management and the National Forest Service assistance and 
coordinate in working with grazing permit holders to allow for maintenance of herds, and 
working with cities and communities in the provision of culinary water systems and 
projects, and providing additional coordination with local fire officials, including the 
provision of surplus fire apparatus or equipment to meet local needs; and 

4. That the Federal Farm Service Agency (FSA) provide assistance and coordination to 
farmers and ranchers to provide financial assistance through disaster programs and 
financial assistance for water wells and other water development projects; and 

5. That residents of and visitors to Iron County take extra precautions to prevent any type of 
fire, and specifically the following: 

a. When conditions warrant, ban the issuance of any burning permits until 
conditions significantly moderate to the point the County Commission may 
reconsider the ban; 

b. Ban any and all fireworks from private lands within the County; 
c. Take extra precautions with open fires; 

6. That residents of and visitors to Iron County to conserve the use of water, especially 
outside watering; 

7. That the residents of Iron County exercise patience with road conditions, especially those 
gravel and dirt roads that will become rough and wash-boarded until such time that there 
is sufficient moisture to do proper maintenance; 

8. That the Iron County Emergency Manager, as the Iron County Local Emergency 
Planning Committee, (LEPC) Director assisted by the Deputy Director of LEPC, function 
as the Iron County Drought Response Team during the period of this Drought Emergency 
Declaration. 
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NOW THEREFORE, THE COUNTY LEGISLATIVE BODY OF IRON COUNTY, 

UT AH ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 

8.04.100 - Closed fire season. 

A. Burning Prohibited; Exemptions. Subject to exemptions in this chapter, burning is prohibited 

during the statutorily closed fire season from June 1 through October 31 and the regulatory 

closed fire season from September 15 through October 31 No¥ember le throl:lgh the last day of 

Febrl:lary. Where state statute permits, from June 1 to October 31, and the person obtains a 

state- issued closed-season burning permit prior to burning, persons may burn pursuant to the 

terms of the state-issued permit. 

B. Burning permits will be issued only when in compliance with the Utah Air Conservation 

Regulations. The following requirements must be met with each permit issued: 

1. The permit is not valid and operative unless the clearing index is 500 or above. The clearing 

index is determined daily by the U.S. Weather Bureau and available on the National 

Weather Service Salt Lake City Weather link. 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/slc/projects/ifp/html/webSMF new.php or by calling the NWS 

Salt Lake City, (801) 524-5133. 

C. S: Notification Requirement. When a person has obtained a closed-season burning permit, the 

person shall notify the local fire department of the approximate time the burn will occur before 

the burn takes place. 

D. (;. Exemptions. Any local, state, or federal fire official or firefighting forces in the performance of 

official duty. 

E. 0. Misdemeanor. Any violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class C misdemeanor and, 

upon conviction, subject to penalty as provided in Section 1.08.010 of this code. 

8.04.101 - Open fire season. 
A. Burning Permit Required. Subject to exceptions in t his chapter, persons shall obtain a written 

county burning permit, which shall be filled out completely and approved before starting a fire 

in the unincorporated areas of the county during the open fire season, which is November 1 

through May 31 March 1 throl:lgh May 31 and ~Jo¥ember 1 throl:lgh No¥ember 15. 

B. Burning permits will be issued only when in compliance with the Utah Air Conservation 

Regulations. The following requirements must be met with each permit issued : 

1. The permit is not valid and operative unless the clearing index is 250 .SQQ or above 

November 1 through March 31, and 500 or above, April 1 through May 31 in attainment 

areas. The clearing index is determined daily by the U.S. Weather Bureau and available on 

the National Weather Service Salt Lake City Weather link. 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/slc/projects/ifp/html/webSMF _new.php or by calling the NWS 

Salt Lake City, (801) 524-5133 . 

2. A permit may be extended one day at a time, without inspection upon request to the issuing 

officer. The request must be made before the expiration of the permit. 

C. Burning permits shall not be issued when red flag conditions exist or are forecasted by the 

National Weather Service. Every permittee is required to contact the National Weather Service 

to ensure that a red flag condition does not exist or is not forecasted. Permits are not valid or 

operative during declared red flag condit ions. 

D. During the open fire season, the state fire warden, chief fire officer, or official of each fire 

protection entity that is responsible for providing fire protection services in the unincorporated 

areas of the county may postpone, revoke, or deny burning permits due to environmental 

conditions, public nuisance, incompetence by the petitioner, or risk to public safety. 

E. Misdemeanor. Any violation of this section shall be punishable as a Class C misdemeanor and, 

upon conviction, subject to penalty as provided in Section 1.08.010 of this code. 
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APPROVED and ADOPTED this 13th day of April, 2026. 

ATTEST: 

'rvJM@,iJ:&c;i 
Jonathan T. Whittaker 

VOTING: 
Ken Robinson 
Paul Cozzens 
Michael P. Bleak 

Aye 
Absent 
Aye 

IRON COUNTY COMMISSION 

~ 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF IRON COUNTY ORDINANCE 2026-9, 
AMENDING IRON COUNTY ORDINANCE 8.04.100 AND 8.04.101 REGARDING 
CLOSED AND OPEN BURN DATES 

Sam Woodall, Iron County Deputy Attorney, explained that this item had been brought 
before the Iron County Commission at the April 13th meeting, but he had failed to post a public 
notice. There was no action taken at that time, and the item was brought back. Sam reported that 
the Amendment to Iron County Ordinance 2026-9 was regarding the change of closed and open 
burn dates, as was discussed at the previous commission meeting. 

Michael Bleak made a motion to approve Ordinance 2026-9, Amending Iron County 
Ordinance 8.04.100 and 8.04.101 regarding Closed and Open burn dates. Second by Kenneth 
Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Absent; Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

IRON COUNTY ORDINANCE 2026-9 

AN ORDINANCE OF IRON COUNTY, UTAH, SUPERSEDING AND AMENDING 
IRON COUNTY CODE §8.04.100 & §8.04.101 , REGARDING CLOSE AND OPEN 

BURNING SEASONS. 

Whereas, Iron County adopted Ordinance 2016-1 on March 28, 2016, to provide an 
official ordinance for outdoor burning; and 

Whereas, Ordinance 2016-1 established closed and open burn periods that were 
consistent with State law; and 

Whereas, in light of statutory changes, Iron County now desires to amend the current 

ordinance to conform with said changes; and 

Whereas, unless amended, as herein, all other provisions of Iron County Ordinance 

§8.04.100 et. seq. shall remain the same. 
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DA TED this 27th day of April , 2026. 

ATTEST: 

Jonathan T. Whittaker - Iron County Clerk 

Michael P. Bleak 
Paul Cozzens 
Kenneth Robinson 

_Aye_ 
Absent 

_Aye 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

IRON COUNTY, UTAH 

By ~ 
~inson - Chair 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF A LOCAL CONSENT FOR SINGLE 
EVENT PERMITS HELD AT WOOD RANCH ON JUNE 20, 2026, AND AUGUST 8, 
2026 
Requested by Cedar City Elks Lodge 1566 

Randy Clark, Cedar City Elks Lodge 1566, requested an Event Permit to allow alcohol at 
the two events, which included a June 20th-Fathers' Day Family Picnic and Flag Ceremony, and 
August 8th-Elks Canyon Steak Fry. 

Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the Local Consent for a Single Event Permit to 
be held at Wood Ranch on June 20th and August 81

\ as presented. Second by Kenneth Robinson. 
Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Absent; Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF THE YEARLY FRAUD RISK 
ASSESSMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 2025 

Lucas Little, Iron County Auditor, explained that the external audit by Kimball & 

Roberts, CPA would begin on May 11th for 2 days. Luke reported that this Fraud Risk 
Assessment was required by the state Auditor' s Office. There was a Fraud Hotline on the Iron 
County website www.ironcountyut.gov available for any employee or member of the 
community. He noted that there was a required training that the governing body 

(Commissioners) had to complete within the first four years of office. Kimball & Roberts would 

put together a Statement, which would then be submitted to the State Auditor. 
Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the yearly Fraud Risk Assessment for the year 

ending 2025 as presented by Luke Little. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, 
Aye; Paul Cozzens, Aye; Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

CONVENE AS THE IRON COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
Kenneth Robinson, Iron County Commission Chair, declared the convening of the Iron 

County Board of Equalization (BOE). 
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DISCUSSION, REVIEW, AND POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF RELIGIOUS, 
CHARITABLE, AND EDUCATIONAL PROPERTY TAX 

McKayla Meinhardt, Iron County Deputy Auditor, reported that there were 8 properties 
added to the exempt status, one of which was under review. McKay la requested that the 
commissioners approve the existing exemptions for the following year. 

Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the Property Tax Exemptions for the 2026 Tax 
Year, as presented by McKayla Meinhardt. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael 
Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Absent; Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

RECONVENE AS THE IRON COUNTY COMMISSION 
Kenneth Robinson, Iron County Commission Chair, declared the reconvening of the Iron 

County Commission. 

PERSONNEL 
Jennifer Bradbury, Iron County Human Resource (HR) Director, presented the hire of 

Ashten Roman as a Full-Time Deputy 1 for the Sheriffs Office, Patrol, effective May 11 th
• This 

was a backfill of a vacant position; the new hire of Leah Jones as a Part-Time Animal Shelter 
Technician for the Sheriffs Office, Patrol, effective April 27th

. This was a backfill of a vacant 
position; the new hire of Molli Brown as a Part-Time Marketing/ Administrative Assistant for the 
Fair Department, effective May 11 th . This was a backfill of a vacant position, and the new hire of 
Ann Walkenhorst as a Part-Time Lead Cook for Council on Aging, effective April 28th

• This was 

a backfill of a vacant position. One driver position available. 
Michael Bleak made a motion to approve the personnel changes as presented by Jennifer 

Bradbury. Second by Kenneth Robinson. Voting: Michael Bleak, Aye; Paul Cozzens, Absent; 

Kenneth Robinson, Aye. 

NON-DELEGATED ITEMS 
No Non-Delegated items were discussed. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Kenneth Robinson, Iron County Commission Chair, declared adjournment. 

Attest: Jonathan T. Whittaker, County Clerk 
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