Emery Town Council Meeting
Meeting Minutes
April 8, 2026, 7:00 PM
65 N Center St., Emery, UT 84522
Call To Order
The meeting was called to order on Wednesday, April 8, 2026, at 7:00 PM.
Pledge Of Allegiance
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Minutes For Mar 11th, 2026
The minutes from March 11th, 2026, were reviewed and approved without corrections.
Motion: Patrick Sundstrom moved to approve the minutes from March 11th, 2026. Kim Hansen seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Invoice Report
The invoice report was reviewed and approved for payment.
Motion: Kim Hansen moved to pay the invoice report as printed. Patrick Sundstrom seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Mayor Jack Funk
Town Water Status
Mayor Funk reported critical water shortage concerns for the upcoming year. Julius Reservoir is at approximately 70% capacity with no snowpack above it. The town is working with the special service district and canal company to prioritize Julius Reservoir for drinking water and household use. Water conservation measures may be necessary, including potential shutoffs for agricultural irrigation. If culinary supplies become insufficient.
CIB 26-27 List
Mayor Funk presented the Community Impact Board wish list for funding consideration. Priority items include Pioneer Church improvements, recreation center improvements, large mower for ditches, trailhead signage and mapping, and road improvements. The Pioneer Church project requires approximately $230,000 to complete, with a goal of finishing by July 27th, 2027, to coincide with the town celebration.
Councilperson Kim Hansen
PEHP Renewal Increase
The Public Employees Health Program (PEHP) insurance rates were reviewed. While health insurance costs increased by $140, liability insurance decreased by $1,000, resulting in a net positive for the budget.
Motion: Kim Hansen moved to adopt the new insurance rate. Motion carried unanimously.
Town Celebrations
The first planned meeting for Pioneer Days is scheduled for tomorrow night at 7:00 PM at the recreation center. Organizers aim to finalize details for parade and donation solicitations.
Bingo/ Craft Night
Bingo is scheduled for next week. The recent craft night was successful, though organizers hope for increased community participation.
Councilperson Mistie Christiansen
Planning and Zoning -General Plan
Training with ALG is scheduled for next Tuesday night.
EEMSSD-8
Christiansen reported on the Emery Emergency Medical Services Special District board activities. The board approved a $500 recruitment bonus for EMTs who successfully recruit, train, and retain new EMTs for six months. The district is requesting funding from field money to provide EMT raises. Emery's ambulance service significantly outperformed other districts, being unstaffed only 1% of the time compared to Orangeville's 35-50% unstaffed rate.
Councilperson Melissa Durfey
Emery Emergency Plan- CERT
The first CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) training was conducted successfully. The committee developed a three-tier emergency preparedness approach: everyday emergencies (power outages, medical emergencies), middle-tier events (storms, road closures, small fires), and major disasters. Plans include grant funding for 72-hour emergency kits for community members, with emphasis on proper education and maintenance of the kits.
Pioneer Church Update
The final exterior trim for the Pioneer Church is currently being primed at the manufacturer and should be installed next week. A sheet rock contractor will provide a final quote for interior work completion.
Councilperson Patrick Sundstrom
Animal Control
Animal control efforts are progressing well with approximately 60% compliance with dog licensing. Letters have been sent to remaining non-compliant residents.
CVSSD
Construction activities are proceeding satisfactorily.
Park Update
Curb and gutter installation is progressing well with quality workmanship from the contractor. A construction meeting is scheduled for the 13th, with teardown beginning on the 14th.
Town Maintenance- Rick Price
Fire Department- Chief's Report
Fire Chief Kyla McClaughry reported that scheduled training was cancelled due to budget constraints until July. She is currently pursuing Fire 1 and 2 certifications to improve department capabilities and ISO ratings. Discussion occurred regarding alternative fundraising approaches to replace the traditional yard sale, with suggestions including metal craft raffles and business donation drives.
Townhall Staff
25-26 Amended Budget
Kris Ashley distributed copies of the amended budget for review, with formal voting scheduled for next month's meeting.
26-27 Budget Item Requests
Staff requested budget items and amounts for the upcoming fiscal year budget preparation, with completion targeted before June.
Open Agenda
Public Input-Grants for Gun Range/Design Plan
 Varian Allen will work with interested parties to develop grant language focusing on safety, community involvement, hunter safety education, and public access requirements.
New Business-David Sebring, McClayne Beagley, Karen Richards
David Sebring introduced himself as a candidate for County Commissioner, emphasizing his priorities of lowering property taxes, improving EMS services, and strengthening unity between county and municipal governments. He offered to donate a utility trailer valued at $1,500-1,600 for the town's fundraising efforts.
Karen Richards presented her candidacy for Emery County Recorder, highlighting her 11 years of county experience and commitment to improving office accuracy and customer service following the separation of recorder and treasurer functions.
McClayne Beagley requested financial support for his participation in the American Legion Boys State program, a leadership development opportunity costing $475. He committed to applying learned skills to benefit the community upon his return.
Motion: Patrick Sundstrom moved to pay McClayne Beagley's $475 tuition for Boys State. Melissa Durfey seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned.
