
Policy 
Option

Policy Option Details
FY28 Fiscal Impact 

to Spectrum 
Academy

FY28 Fiscal 
Impact to State

Probable Results

1
Make no change, Spectrum expands and R277-479-3(1) goes into effect 
for Spectrum Academy

(8,615,116)$           (8,615,116)$      
Spectrum loses more than 1,700 SPED Add-On WPUS, so it would not 
expand

2 Pass a waiver from R277-479-3(1) for Spectrum Academy for FY28-FY30 -$                         -$                    
Due to uncertainty related to the temporary nature of the waiver, 
Spectrum would likely not expand

3
Amend rule or statute to exempt LEAs with more than 70% SPED 
students

-$                         -$                    

Spectrum may expand but this would perpetuate a double standard in 
the formula/Creates uncertainty in the formula/Spectrum St. George 
expansion students would not generate SPED Add-On funding for the 
first year

4
Amend statute to exempt LEAs with more than 70% SPED students from 
R277-479-3(1) and to award to these LEAs 1.0 WPUs per SPED student 
in expansion campuses starting in FY28 

1,072,117$             1,072,117$        
Spectrum would expand but this would perpetuate a double standard in 
the formula

5a

Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 1.5 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula that 
awards LEAs 0.5 WPUs additional per SPED ADM at schools with more 
than 70% SPED ADM + Option 1

(6,637,083)$           (4,508,093)$      
Spectrum would not expand/State costs assume all high SPED % schools 
are converted to charter schools (very unlikely) or the new SPED 
formula awards the additional WPUs for all qualifying schools

5b

Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.0 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula that 
awards LEAs 1.0 WPUs additional per SPED ADM at schools with more 
than 70% SPED ADM + Option 1

(2,832,498)$           2,513,746$        
Uncertain if Spectrum would expand/State costs assume all high SPED % 
schools are converted to charter schools (very unlikely) or the new SPED 
formula awards the additional WPUs for all qualifying schools

5c

Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.5 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula that 
awards LEAs 1.5 WPUs additional per SPED ADM at schools with more 
than 70% SPED ADM + Option 1

972,087$                9,535,585$        
Spectrum would expand/State costs assume all high SPED % schools are 
converted to charter schools (very unlikely) or the new SPED formula 
awards the additional WPUs for all qualifying schools

5d

Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.7 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula that 
awards LEAs 1.7 WPUs additional per SPED ADM at schools with more 
than 70% SPED ADM + Option 1

2,493,921$             12,344,320$     
Spectrum would expand/State costs assume all high SPED % schools are 
converted to charter schools (very unlikely) or the new SPED formula 
awards the additional WPUs for all qualifying schools

6a
Option 0 + Change the SPED Self-Contained Program to award 2.0 WPUs 
per ADM rather than 1.0 WPUs

(6,367,866)$           51,834,499$     

Uncertain if Spectrum would expand/Assumes Spectrum's current SPED 
SC prevalence rate of 28.3%/Spectrum loses funding overall because it 
gains 443 SPED SC WPUs but loses 1,700 SPED Add-on WPUs/If 100% of 
Spectrum's SPED students were SPED SC, the net cost to Spectrum 
would be about $800K

6b
Option 0 + Change the SPED Self-Contained Program to award 2.5 WPUs 
per ADM rather than 1.0 WPUs

(5,244,242)$           82,059,306$     

Uncertain if Spectrum would expand/Assumes Spectrum's current SPED 
SC prevalence rate of 28.3%/Spectrum loses funding overall because it 
gains 665 SPED SC WPUs but loses 1,700 SPED Add-on WPUs/If 100% of 
Spectrum's SPED students were SPED SC, the net gain to Spectrum 
would be about $3.1 million
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WPUs/If 100% of Spectrum's SPED students were SPED SC, the net gain 
to Spectrum would be about $3.1 million

5b

Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.0 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula 
that awards LEAs 1.0 WPUs additional per SPED ADM at schools with 
more than 70% SPED ADM + Option 1
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-$                         -$                    
Due to uncertainty related to the temporary nature of the waiver, 
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3
Amend rule or statute to exempt LEAs with more than 70% SPED 
students

-$                         -$                    

Spectrum may expand but this would perpetuate a double standard in 
the formula/Creates uncertainty in the formula/Spectrum St. George 
expansion students would not generate SPED Add-On funding for the 
first year

5c

Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.5 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula 
that awards LEAs 1.5 WPUs additional per SPED ADM at schools with 
more than 70% SPED ADM + Option 1

972,087$                9,535,585$       
Spectrum would expand/State costs assume all high SPED % schools 
are converted to charter schools (very unlikely) or the new SPED 
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5d

Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.7 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula 
that awards LEAs 1.7 WPUs additional per SPED ADM at schools with 
more than 70% SPED ADM + Option 1
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Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.5 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
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Amend the SPED Add-On statute to award 2.7 WPUs per SPED ADM to 
LEAs with more than 70% SPED ADM or create a new SPED formula 
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