PLAIN CITY COUNCIL

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING

FEBRUARY 5, 2015

The City Council of Plain City convened in a regular meeting on Thursday, February 5, 2015, in the Plain City Hall beginning at 7:00 p.m.

Present:
Mayor Bruce Higley, Councilmembers LaFray Kelley, Joel Maw, Mike McKean, Mark Lowther and Natalie Hale
Staff:


Diane Hirschi, Brandon Richards
Also present: 
Bill Jones, Ron Kelley, Colette Doxey, Erin Doxey, Devin Doxey, Blake Neil, Anarie Petroff, Bradley Larsen, Justin Zundel, Fisher Anderson, Jayden Taylor, Matthew Alhstrom, Ty Campbell, Keegan Macdonald, Erik Craythorne, Colin Ahlstrom and Robert Lamb
Call to Order:  


Mayor Higley
Pledge of Allegiance:  

Councilmember Hale
Invocation/Moment of Silence:  
Councilmember McKean
Approval of Minutes

Councilmember McKean asked about Wendell Winegar.  The Mayor mentioned that he hasn’t had a chance to meet with him, but will soon.  Councilmember Kelley moved to approve the minutes from January 15, 2015 as presented.  Councilmember Hale seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Kelley, Maw, McKean, Lowther and Hale voted aye.  The motion carried.
Comments:  Public
Anarie Petroff, the volunteer youth council advisor, commented how awesome the Pioneer Park is. She noted that she is happy that we have a website but would to make some suggestions as the council is thinking of making some changes.  She mentioned that she emailed letters to the council so that she won’t go into a lot of detail tonight.  She created an online petition but feels that it may have created a negative connotation and that wasn’t her intention.  She knows her words don’t carry as much weight as if she had other people too.  The petition currently has 23 signatures. Anarie asked if the council wanted her to read the petition for the record.  The Mayor noted that she should give a copy to Diane. She will give the city a copy of the petition, the names and comments.  She noted the many benefits of having an up-to-date website such as a good first impression of the community, current information and resources, method of communication for the citizens.  For example, the youth council have been asked to hand deliver flyers for Founders Day.  She explained that technology allows the information to be up immediately, for all to see and the city can send out an email or use social media.  The website fills legal requirements for minutes which in the past haven’t been up to date.  She noted that the Planning Commission is only up to October.  She says it fulfills the code requirement for audio.  The Mayor asked if she wants us to improve our website because if so, we are in the process of doing that.  Anarie noted that is why she is here tonight so that she could bring some issues for the city to consider for meeting the needs of the citizens.  She is asking the council to consider not only if someone can maintain the website but if they should be maintaining the website.  For example, in the past the city has hired friends, family or neighbors and it is difficult to keep things professional and hold people accountable when you are worrying about hurting personal relationships.   She feels the council might want to consider looking further away to hire someone.  She believes that the city should pay someone and have a contract that outlines responsibilities.  She thinks either the webmaster or the city liaison should contact every department in the city at least monthly to gather information and should review monthly what is on it to keep it to keep it current.  She noted that the current website has some current information but some that is over two years old.  She feels that the city should seek information from the consumers of the website and seek feedback so that it is meeting the needs of those who are accessing it.  Anarie feels that the city should investigate different avenues for the website as well as the costs and estimates for each avenue.  Web development has improved and most of the youth knows how to maintain a website.  There are many companies or designers out there that the city can contact and get bids from.  The council needs to have a vision what they want the website to be like and how it can serve the community.  She wants the council think about email contact with the citizens and maintain a database of emails.  The city could send out information, event updates, advertising, solicitation of volunteers, notices, and the newsletter at basically at no additional cost.  It could also help with emergency preparedness.  She knows that the youth council can create their own website but they would like to work with the city and have it in conjunction with the city website.  She noted that the world for the youth is digital and that is how they look for information.  She feels that if the city takes the time and had a solid website with appropriate contacts, the city council wouldn’t have to address the issue often.  She noted that she is not here to complain but wants to actively help and give feedback.  She used the petition to gather more information for the council so they could see the resources that are available.  She thanked the council for their time and hopes that this will help in their redesigning of the website.
Robert Lamb noted that he checked the website and it has the wrong agenda posted.  He noted that the only reason he knew Fremont Estates was on the agenda was because Erik Craythorne told him.  He noted his concern that the Planning Commission gave preliminary approval to Fremont Estates and he hopes that the council has looked into the concerns raised from him and his dad concerning the road ordinance.
Discussion:  Erik Craythorne – Fremont Meadows
Erik Craythorne thanked the council for meeting with him.  He noted that they had a discussion prior to Thanksgiving about possible problems with the road section of the subdivision ordinance.  He noted that since then he has completed the traffic study that was required.  He noted that he has received preliminary approval and is moving forward with final plans.  He reported that they are planning on improving their side of the road.  He reported that they will widen the road with curb and gutter to the full width on their side.  Erik is asking if there is any feedback. It was noted that the traffic study is suggesting to strip an island by the S-curve.  The stop sign will stay.  It was noted that the S-curve will be improved but not totally cured.  Mr. Craythorne noted that all the property owners on the west will lose 10 feet.  He noted that Ron Larsen’s home has been sold and he has been in contact with the realtor with the plans of the subdivision.  Robert Lamb feels that he isn’t getting represented and procedures aren’t being followed.  Mayor Higley noted that the Planning Commission, as well as the City Council, look at the well-being of all citizens.  Mr. Lamb noted that there were two members of the Planning Commission that didn’t agree with giving preliminary approval.
Discussion:  ULCT Transportation Coalition and Resolution

Some information from the Utah League of Cities was sent out to the council.  Brandon doesn’t see what it really has to do with Plain City.  He noted that he could never find a fee schedule to look at and it appears that it is for mass transit.  The council agreed that they weren’t interested in it.
Brandon excused himself from the meeting.  Blake Neil, Planning Commission Chair, asked Brandon for direction on Fremont Meadows.  Brandon asked Blake to call him tomorrow.

Discussion/Motion:  Fireworks Bid

Councilmember Hale reported that there are three bids.  She noted that in the past, we have gone in with Hooper to get the fireworks cheaper and then the fire department sets them off.  She noted that we have paid $4,000.  She reported that with a company doing the fireworks, it will probably double the cost. It was discussed that a 15 minute show is the perfect amount of time.  She has bids from Lantis Fireworks, Firestorm and Fireworks West.  The price is ranging between $8,000 and $10,000.  It was noted that Councilmember Hale hasn’t contacted the high school to make sure it is alright to set off the fireworks on their property.  The council feels that we need to contact them before we can decide what company we will go with.  It was mentioned that the committee would like to hold the rodeo on a different night so there isn’t so much congestion.  Councilmember McKean moved to table this item until we know where we are having the fireworks.  Councilmember Kelley seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Kelley, Maw, McKean, Lowther and Hale voted aye.  The motion carried.
Motion:  Approval of Business Licenses
Diane noted that the she gave the council a list of all the business licenses that were issued in 2014.  The council agreed to approve all of them as long as there are no problems.  It was noted that the fire department and the building inspector approve the licenses every year.  Diane reported that this way all the renewals won’t have to come to each meeting, only the new businesses.  Councilmember Maw moved to approve the business licenses renewals as presented.  Councilmember McKean seconded the motion.   Councilmembers Kelley, Maw, McKean, Lowther and Hale voted aye.  The motion carried.
Motion:  Approval of Warrant Register
See warrant registers dated 01/15/2015 to 01/31/15.  Councilmember McKean would like to visit the purchasing policy.  He asked that this get placed on the next agenda.  He is concerned about approving things that are already purchased.  He would like more detail on what is being purchased. He had questions on the snowplow blades.  He asked questions about the SavOn bill.  Colette noted that it was for basketballs, score sheets, etc. for the basketball season.  Colette noted that the bill to Cristie Creamer is for use of the Wahlquist gym.  She noted that Fremont’s bill will be a lot more because she has to use both gyms this year.   Councilmember Lowther moved to approve the warrant register as presented.  Councilmember Kelley seconded the motion.  Councilmembers Kelley, Maw, McKean, Lowther and Hale voted aye.  The motion carried.
Report:  Planning Commission
Ed Hall reported that they gave preliminary approval to Fremont Meadows.  Blake Neil reported that the Planning Commission wants clarification from Brandon on the road issues.  Ed noted that they are holding public hearings on subdivisions and they have extended an extension for River Crossing.
Reports:  Council
Councilmember Hale reported that she had two errors on the newsletter.  Plain City is 156 years old rather than 155 and the youth council meets at 8 rather than 7.  Voting information, recreation and Founders Day information was given in the newsletter. The next newsletter will be for April. She reported that Phil and Karen Clawson will be the chairs for the 4th of July.  The 4th of July meetings will be the last Tuesday of every month.  Councilmember Lowther has some suggestions for Grand Marshall.  He will get with Councilmember Hale.
Councilmember McKean reported that he would like to get with Colette and develop a definition and mission statement for recreation program.  He noted that it is recreation – not competition league.

Councilmember Maw reported that Founders Day is March 14 at the Plain City Elementary School.  They will do as they did last year and start later in the afternoon.  He noted that they had about 250 at the dinner last year and that the quilt show was a big draw.  It was reported that there were games held in conjunction with the dinner which drew about 60-65 youth with the intent to get families to come.  The youth council will deliver flyers and information will be put on the website.
Councilmember Kelley reported that the youth council met Tuesday.  They are going to deliver flyers and are looking at shirts to make them look a little more official.  If they don’t use their budget this year, they are wondering if it can be carried over.  Diane noted that is cannot but the council can give them more next year if possible.  She is working with Colette on an Arbor Day grant for $400 for trees at the pioneer park in conjunction with clean-up day.  She noted that it is a matching grant and wondered if she can take it out of capital projects.  The Mayor thinks we can get it from the parks budget.  It was noted that the funds for clean-up day comes mostly out of the parks budget.

Mayor Higley reported that there is a lot going on right now. He noted that the efforts on the personnel policy and making job descriptions have been good and he feels we are going in the right direction.  He expressed his appreciation for the Planning Commission, City Council and staff.
At 8:15 p.m. Councilmember Lowther moved to adjourn and was seconded by Councilmember Maw.  The vote was unanimous.
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