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Conservation District Chair 
Steve Remund

Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 
Conley Moon
Dave Evans
Rodger Ames
Drake Dart


Department of Agriculture and Food:
Darrell Gillman- UDAF

Conservation District Staff:
Jessica Wilkins

						         							         
  Conservation District Guests
Cortney Borer- NRCS/ Pheasants Forever
Taylor Deppen- NRCS/ Forestry fire, State Lands
Clyde Watkins- Duchesne County Water Conservancy
Terrell Thayne- UDAF Grazing Improvement Program
Brooke Holgate- USU

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER
Steve Remund called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 

LOCAL WORKGROUP MEETING
Attendants introduced themselves. Jeremy Maycock reported on water storage percentages. He reported that in 2025 NRCS funded 30 flood to sprinkler projects, 1 high tunnel, 1joint chief project, 10 Russian olive projects, 4 sage grouse projects, and 14 conservation stewardship projects. So far this year they have received 50-60 applications for the Regenerative Ag soil health program.
He reminded attendants of the purpose of local workgroup meetings. Conservation districts lead the effort to gather public input from a broad range of agencies, organizations, businesses, and individuals in the local area who have an interest in natural resource conditions and needs. 
The group discussed identifying needs and prioritizing them, in order to make a plan.
Conley Moon and Dave Evans discussed weed control. Conley pointed out removing Russian olives will help save water, creating better pasture ground in the process
Brooke Holgate has seen concerns in pest management, like how to get a pesticide license, succession planning and soil health. 
Taylor Deppen reported that Russian olives prevent other plants from growing around it through the leaves and root systems. Removing them will help better vegetation to grow. 
Clyde Watkins sees a need for better storage, metering, and conservation of water. Companies need to understand accurate metering and usage of water. He informed the group of a State legislature bill about the Colorado River Compact. This bill exempts from provisions related to abandonment or forfeiture for nonuse certain water rights of a water conservancy district that are related to the lower basin; it prohibits certain instream flow change applications related to the lower basin; and makes technical and conforming amendments. Clyde sees the double edge sword of trying to save and store water for culinary, and using it towards ag. 
Rodger Ames feels it is important to do your homework on what your pasture ground needs. He feels more education for landowners is needed. We can take care of our own property instead of waiting on government funding.
Terrell Thayne identified needs in grazing management, forage species, better water development distribution, and weed control. He feels we can do better at putting on workshops and demonstrations. 
Steve Remund would like to see more workshops on technology, irrigation, virtual fencing, etc. 
Cortney Borer reported the pinion junipers are encroaching on sage brush areas. Pinions drink a lot of water, and are very flammable, creating forest fire hazard. 
Conley Moon feels it is important to discuss succession planning. Without it, much of agriculture will not remain in agriculture. Preservation of Ag needs to be the goal. Option of easement, but it makes it not very flexible. Option of selling on faith that buyer will keep it in ag. Leroy McCallister from the state can come do a presentation on Succession planning. 
Dave Evans would like to see workshops on each of these resource concerns. How do we get better attendance? 
Summary of resource concerns discussed: Weed control/ noxious weeds, integrated pest management, succession planning (Financial planning), storage, meters, conservation, usage of water and water rights, soil health, cover crops, pasture range management

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION


SUPERVISOR REPORTS
Steve, Rodger, Drake, and Dave made it to the Water summit. Colorado River Authority was a big discussion with major negotiations going on. They have until February 14 to make an agreement. Clyde agreed the presentation on Colorado River was well laid out and informative. They also had someone presenting on cloud seeding. Eric Majors presented on funding available for metering. Meters to track soil moisture levels to help better understand pivot speed and amount of water. Subsurface drip was also presented on. It is not being utilized much in the basin yet. Multiple are funded, but not installed. There has not been much success rate for places like our area and southern Utah. Factors for success include, type of soil, water quality, rodents, rocks, and correct installation. You still need surface irrigation to germinate seed, and then can switch to subsurface where they are 18 inches down. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Supervisors reviewed the December meeting minutes. Dave Evans made the motion to approve the December meeting minutes, Rodger Ames second, motion passed. 

SERA 
Supervisors discussed combining our CD meeting in February with Crop School. It will be February 24 at 10:00 am. Supervisors would like to have CD meeting before at 9:30. Conley Moon made the motion to approve SERA for all supervisors who can attend Crop School, Dave Evans second, motion passed. 

FINANCES
Jessica Wilkins presented the finances. The board reviewed the financial report. Dave Evans reviewed the bank statements. Conley Moon made the motion to approve the finances, Rodger Ames second, motion passed. 

CD BUSINESS

District Supervisor Reappointment 
Dave Evans and Rodger Ames are up for reappointment. Both are willing to stay on and serve on the board. This will be brought to the county commissioners for approval. 

Braxten Spencer- Weed Department
Braxten was unable to attend. He will come in March. 

Property Report
 Creative Signs installed the sign on the building. Kim Harding, Kevin Rowley or Aaron Rowley will be contacted to get a price to tear down an old building in the yard. Supervisors discussed doing a zero scape to clear out some weeds by the shop.

Water Project Update
Wayne Malnar has the class F Dry Gulch Irrigation project done and will print some pictures of the finished project. Rob Stag is going to move forward with the Lake Fork Western project as well and will get started in the spring. Rodger will talk to both and remind them to get their information turned in. 

Zone Meeting
Darrell asked supervisors what topics they would like discussed at the zone meeting. Rodger suggested inviting Tom Bruton to come present on Colorado River Authority. Conley suggested inviting companies to present on their virtual fencing. Or land owners who have experience with virtual fencing. Some districts have purchased virtual fencing to try and promote using them. The Zone meeting will be at USU Bingham center. 

PARTNER REPORTS

FSA
None at this time

GIP
Terrell Thayne reported they have 25 applications for the 3 counties. Several are virtual fence applications, the rest are between physical fence and water development. Later they will take predator control applications, February 18 they will go through the process of ranking. 

NRCS
Taylor Deppen has created an SFP for wildfire mitigation. Targeted on reservation ridge road. Forest service is doing extensive roadside clearance, pinion juniper clearing, and case by case clearing for local land owners for wildfire mitigation. Workshops can be set up for General wildfire risk. 
Cortney Borer reported that the SGI application deadline has passed but can apply for next year. These can be for brush management, weed spray, virtual fencing, and pinion juniper encroachment. Cortney will also be presenting at the Crop school.

USU EXTENSION
Crop school is February 24 at 10:00. February 25 at 6:00 is an Ag trip workshop. Burdette Barker irrigation specialist will be presenting on moisture meters. Sustainable grazing program will be moving to the Uintah Basin. Brooke asked the supervisors what days of the week and times might be best to increase attendance. Dave feels evening is usually best. 

CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS
Crop School- February 24, 2026 USU Campus in Vernal
Next CD Meeting- February 24, 2026 before Crop School
Zone Meeting- March 25, 2026
Commissioner discussion April 22 6:00 for 3 conservation districts, county commissioners, and legislature representatives. They plan to talk about districts and what would help districts in moving forward. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN
Dave Evans made the motion to adjourn at 12:00 PM
