


Background 
During the 2026 Legislative Session, HB 596 Homelessness Amendments (Eliason) included the creation of a taskforce to examine policy surrounding the Shelter Cities Mitigation Fund. While HB 596 did not pass, ULCT and OHS have agreed to pursue a taskforce to address mitigation policy during the legislative interim. The proposal below is modeled after the taskforce contemplated in HB 596 and has been agreed to by OHS. 
Proposed Timeline
· April 22-May 15: ULCT convenes Shelter Cities Advisory Committee for recommendations and collects applications from non-shelter cities. 
· May 18: ULCT Board Meeting. Board to approve municipal taskforce membership. 
· May 18-November 1: Taskforce convenes and develops recommendations. 
· Updates as appropriate at ULCT’s Legislative Policy Committee and Annual Convention
Taskforce Membership
· Nine voting members: 
· (1) State Homelessness Coordinator or their designee
· (2) members of the UHSB, appointed by the UHSB Chair
· (3) representatives from shelter cities as selected by the ULCT Board of Directors based on the recommendations from the Shelter Cities Advisory Council 
· (3) members from non-shelter cities as selected by the ULCT Board of Directors
· Two non-voting members
· (1) representative from ULCT staff 
· (1) representative from OHS staff
· Co-Chairs: State Homelessness Coordinator (designee) and one of the six members representing cities to be selected by the voting members of the taskforce. 
· Staff support: ULCT and OHS  
Taskforce Duties
· Assess public safety costs incurred by a municipality that hosts an eligible shelter
· Develop best practices for identifying, documenting, and categorizing mitigation expenses incurred by a municipality related to hosting an eligible shelter
· Evaluate and recommend a mitigation funding formula for an eligible shelter that
· Accounts for system capacity and utilization
· Adjusts over time based on measurable system metrics
· Make recommendations regarding distributions from the mitigation fund to a municipality that hosts an eligible shelter, including consideration of
· For a congregate shelter, the number of beds and bed occupancy rates for the eligible shelter
· For a non-congregate shelter, the number of rooms and room occupancy rates for the eligible shelter
· Make recommendations regarding contributions to the mitigation fund by a municipality that does not host an eligible shelter
· Make recommendations regarding qualifying offsets against required mitigation fund contributions from a municipality, including but not limited to, consideration of
· Site-based crisis shelters, as defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
· Site-based supported living programs for people with a serious mental illness as defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
· Site-based transitional housing, as defined by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Recommendations
On or before November 1, 2026, the task force shall report the task force's findings and recommendations to OHS, the Shelter Cities Advisory Board, and the Utah Homeless Services Board. They will also keep ULCT membership apprised of progress as appropriate through LPC and other ULCT events. 




