
​This ordinance is an agreement between the town of Kanosh and Utah Division of​
​Forestry, Fire, and State Lands (FFSL). Its purpose is to set restrictions around the​
​building of new structures to lower their fire risk in high risk areas. (Things like​
​requiring closed-in porches or soffits under eaves.)​

​None of Kanosh town is in a high risk area, therefore this ordinance doesn’t impose​
​any new build construction restrictions. We also don’t need to maintain a high risk​
​map. (See map)​

​THEN WHY HAVE THE ORDINANCE?​
​A fair question. If we don't adopt this ordinance, we won’t have an agreement for fire​
​control with the state. That means that any fire originating inside our town, but​
​traveling outside to public lands is our problem. It puts liability on us for the cost of​
​containing that fire.​

​From FFSL, "The Community Wildfire System (CWS) allows the Division of Forestry,​
​Fire, and State Lands (FFSL) to cover delegated fires on behalf of the municipality,​
​provided CWS requirements are met." Also, Utah Code requires all municipalities to​
​adopt the 2024 Utah Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) Code by January 1, 2026."​

​Don't panic, we are not the only community behind on adopting it. The first time our​
​council even heard about it was February's meeting.​

​OVERVIEW​

​●​ ​It's required by state code.​
​●​ ​It doesn't limit construction, it only puts requirements on any new​

​construction within designated high risk areas. Kanosh doesn't have any​
​high risk areas. Kanosh doesn't need to designate any WUI areas - no​
​change.​

​●​ ​The only way Kanosh would​​need​​to designate WUI areas in the future,​
​was if the FFSL designed any High Risk WUI Areas within Kanosh (those​
​really dark red areas on the map south and southwest of Kanosh) and​
​those building requirements would​​only​​apply to those WUI areas newly​
​designated. If that were to happen, it would only affect future​
​construction.​


