HATCH TOWN BOARD MEETING

April 15, 2026

Town Board:    Mayor Kerry Barney, Kurt Sawyer, Gary Goble, Russell Riggs, and Grace Howard	

Staff:    Carly Burrows, Janell Barney

Public:    Brett Burrows, Ryker Ogden, David Holt, Tyler Mackaben, Curtis Nelson

1. Meeting Called to Order
	Mayor Kerry Barney called the meeting to order at 7:01pm. Grace Howard offered the opening prayer and then led those present in the pledge.

2. Approval of March 2026 minutes
	Councilor Riggs motioned to accept the previous minutes Councilor Goble 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

3. Review Invoices, checks & financial report/budget
	3.1 March
	Councilor Sawyer motioned to approve the February financials and Councilor Riggs 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.
	3.3 Extra Monthly Invoices
	Treasurer Janell Barney stated that there were no extra monthly invoices.
	
4. Public Hearings
	4.1 CIB Grant Ensign
Mayor Kerry Barney opened a duly noticed public hearing;
“Okay, I call to order this public hearing for the Town of Hatch on the 15th day of April. The purpose of this hearing is to allow public comment regarding our intent to apply for funding from the Community Impact Board, CIB, for project name Hatch Town capital improvement, the Main Street sewer rehabilitation project. The Town is seeking a loan, grant, or combo in the amount of $2 million. This project is intended to replace 50‑year‑old piping, prevent the system failure, and we’ll now open the floor for public comment.”
	The proposed project, to be designed by Ensign Engineering, includes construction of a new water tank above Russ Riggs’ residence and installation of looped water lines along 100 West, 100 East, 200 South, and 300 North. It was explained that these lines would be located primarily within existing road easements. During the hearing, it was noted that the project is intended to replace aging infrastructure, improve system reliability, and increase available fire flows. No public opposition was received. Hearing no further comments, Mayor Barney closed the public hearing.

	Following the public hearing, Councilor Sawyer moved that the Town approve submitting an application to the CIB for $2,000,000 in funding for the water tank and looped water line project with Ensign Engineering, consisting of a tank site above Russ Riggs’ residence and lines along 100 West, 100 East, 300 North, and 200 South. Councilor Riggs seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously.
5. Petitions, Remonstrations and Communications
6. Ordinances
	6.1 Camping restriction ordinance
	Under the camping/parking ordinance item, Mayor Kerry Barney noted that Carly had prepared a draft camping ordinance. Russ Riggs explained that Carly had placed it in the zoning section, but he advised that the ordinance should instead be codified under Title 6 – Traffic, because parking (including RVs) on the street is a traffic/parking issue, not a zoning issue. He recommended discarding most of the introductory language and retaining only the operative section beginning with “No person may park, stand or allow…” with subsections A and B, renumbered appropriately under Title 6. Russ further advised that the Town should print the full affected traffic section with the new language inserted and schedule a public hearing next month to adopt the amendment. No formal motion or vote was taken on the ordinance at this meeting; the direction was to revise and relocate the draft for future consideration.

7. Report of Officers - boards - committees
	7.1 Water Department - Water Usage
	Under Water Department – Usage, it was reported that for the month of March the Town was running on Well #5 and used 57,027,786 gallons (as stated in the report). For the month of April, the system is currently running on Well #4, and it was suggested that Well #4 continue to run for another month to give Well #5 a break because Well #5 had run hard all winter. Council members expressed trust that the well switching and operations are being handled appropriately.
		7.1.a. Shut-off Notice
	The council reviewed the current shut‑off letter and agreed it is acceptable to use as the Town’s standard notice at this time. Councilor Riggs motioned to accept the shut‑off letter as presented (with the understanding it may be revised later if billing/late‑fee procedures change), Councilor Howard 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.

	7.2 Fire Department 
	Mayor Kerry Barney reported that the department currently has a “pretty good group” of volunteers, including members from Mammoth, Paunsagaunt Cliffs, and Old Hatch Town, with Jon serving as fire chief with help from Tony. Russ Riggs explained that the Hatch Fire District is a special service district extending from Hillsdale to the county line, and that although the Town of Hatch owns the fire trucks and fire station and funds them through town taxes and a fire fee on water bills, the majority of fire calls historically occur outside the town limits (e.g., Mammoth, Paunsagaunt Cliffs, Long Valley, Cedar Mountain, and backup to Panguitch). He noted that the Town’s fire insurance rating has dropped from 6 to 10, meaning insurance companies now treat Hatch as if it has no fire department, which significantly increases insurance costs. Russ also highlighted ongoing challenges with daytime response, since many capable volunteers work out of town, and noted that Panguitch and the county often respond when Hatch cannot.
		
		7.2.a. Gift Cards for Firefighters
	Mayor Kerry Barney proposed periodically giving small gift certificates (such as $50 Ace gift cards) to volunteer firefighters as a gesture of appreciation, particularly recognizing those who regularly attend trainings and meetings. Russ Riggs expressed support in principle but emphasized that volunteers already benefit from improved fire insurance ratings when the department is functional, and he preferred that any rewards be tied to meeting training requirements and demonstrating results (e.g., improving the Town’s fire rating). The Town Clerk noted there was approximately $1,700 in unbudgeted revenue from tutoring at City Hall that could be used to fund the gift cards without impacting the budget. After discussion, Councilor Sawyer made a motion to use that unbudgeted City Hall tutoring revenue to provide $50 gift cards every six months to active Hatch Fire Department volunteers, with distribution to be managed by Fire Chief Jon Spendlove based on his assessment of need and participation. Councilor Goble seconded the motion, and the motion passed unanimously.
	
	7.3 Road Department- 
	Under Road Department, Russ Riggs reported that the County will not be doing any chip seal work in Hatch this year, as their chip seal resources are committed to projects near Escalante (the “hole in the rock” road). Instead, he recommended identifying the worst potholes in town so the County can return in June or July to perform hot‑patch repairs, which will be billed per truckload but can be covered by the existing road fund. Russ also noted that the damaged speed control sign (knocked over near the Porters’) has been reinstalled.

		7.3.a. Approval for sleeve under highway
	Councilor Riggs reported that UDOT, had requested the Town install approximately 105 feet of thick‑walled pipe as a sleeve under U.S. 89 (from right‑of‑way to right‑of‑way) for a future water line crossing, if they so wanted. Updated estimates put the cost at about $30,000, which Russ explained is cost‑prohibitive given that any future water line would likely run in existing utility easements rather than across private property. He recommended that the Town not proceed with installing the sleeve at this time and instead leave the issue for a future project if and when a full system expansion is undertaken. The council’s consensus was to drop the sleeve idea for now.

		7.3.b. Traffic Study
	Council discussed UDOT’s previously completed engineering and planning for the U.S. 89 passing‑lane project and expressed concern that Town input at the prior public meeting had little effect on lane location; no separate traffic study was presented or reviewed at this meeting.

	7.4 Parks & Recreation-
		7.4.a 4th of July
	Mayor Kerry Barney and Councilor Howard discussed plans for upcoming events. Janelle had given Grace an outline showing that activities typically start at 7:00 a.m. and proceed from there. Councilor Howard reported that Chris Mendenhall is adding several elements to this year’s Fourth of July celebration, including a car show, lights, a watermelon bust, and a veteran recognition component. Councilor Howard asked how much help she could expect and how responsibilities are normally handled, explaining that her time may be limited due to becoming a foster parent. Council members confirmed that the fire department usually handles the breakfast, with the Town arranging to purchase and supply the food, and that additional help is voluntary—Councilor Howard can recruit as much assistance as she needs. Mayor Barney also shared his preference that the Fourth of July remain a relatively simpler event, while the 24th of July continues as the larger traditional celebration when more visitors and families are in town.

		7.4.b Town Clean-up
	There was discussion about timing and format for the annual Town Clean-up effort. It was noted that the Town typically schedules the event around mid‑June, when weather allows for planting flowers and general clean‑up. Councilor Riggs and Mayor Barney agreed the Town should again provide large dumpsters (and a flatbed for appliances) at central locations, even though the Town pays disposal costs, because it effectively encourages residents to clean up their properties. They acknowledged that past attempts at organizing large volunteer work parties have drawn limited participation, so the primary focus will remain on dumpster access and a modest spring spruce‑up (flowers and tidying town property), with details and exact dates to be coordinated by Janelle and Councilor Howard.

		7.4.c South town property ideas
	Councilor Howard raised the idea of consolidating Blackburn Propane’s equipment into one corner of the Town’s south property and then using the remaining area for overnight RV parking (possibly as a small RV area or in partnership with existing RV parks) to reduce on‑street parking and generate income. In response, Councilor Riggs and Mayor Kerry Barney explained that Blackburn’s existing lease effectively gives them use of everything south of the access road, except for a small corner and the road itself, and the Town “can’t really mess with their stuff” under that agreement. Mayor Barney clarified that the Town currently receives about $750 per month in lease revenue, considers it good income, and that any changes would likely require renegotiating the lease. There was no motion or formal action; the discussion remained exploratory.

	7.5 Grants- 
Mayor Kerry Barney briefly noted that the Council had already discussed the grants item and Ensign Engineering earlier in the meeting (in connection with the CIB funding application and water project). No additional grant details, new applications, or motions were presented at that point, and the meeting moved on.
	7.6 Planning & Zoning Commission
		7.6.a. Mackaben Hospitality Conditional Use Permit
	The Council discussed ongoing compliance issues with the existing CUP for RV/park model units on Main Street. Russ Riggs reported that required conditions from the prior CUP (full privacy fencing, plumbing and electrical inspections, and appropriate Health Department–approved septic capacity) do not appear to have been fully met and questioned whether the park model units qualify as “RVs” under Town code. Mayor Kerry Barney concluded that, due to these concerns and past miscommunications, Mackaben’s current and proposed use must be re‑evaluated by the Planning and Zoning Commission, which will review the CUP, verify compliance, interpret the RV definition, and return a recommendation; no new CUP was approved and no formal action was taken at this meeting.

		7.6.b. Cargo Container Colors
	 The Council briefly discussed enforcement of the Town’s color requirements for cargo containers and similar structures. Mayor Barney listed acceptable earth‑tone colors (e.g., dark red, chocolate brown and other muted tones), and Councilor Riggs pointed out several existing containers/signage around town that do not comply with those standards, suggesting that property owners should be contacted. Both agreed there are currently too many non‑compliant colors in use and that the Town needs to more consistently enforce the adopted color standards going forward.

	7.7 Cemetery
		7.7.a. Prairie Dog Fence Update
The Town Clerk reported that the Division (wildlife/land agency) had installed a silt fence around the perimeter of the cemetery and along the entrance road as a measure related to prairie dog management.  Mayor Barney noted that the Division did not bury the fence deeply enough to prevent wind issues, and Russ and Kerry both expressed frustration that the work was not executed very efficiently or thoroughly. No formal action or motion was taken on this item.

	8.1 Public Input
	David Holt, a resident, inquired about developing a quarter‑acre lot, including raising a water meter that currently sits about 10" below ground and meeting septic and building requirements. Mayor Kerry Barney advised working with Councilor Gary on the meter and possible Town assistance, and Councilor Riggs recommended the resident contact the Health Department to verify septic records and standards, noting that state code changes have affected some of the Town’s older zoning provisions. No formal action was taken.
9. Unfinished or New Business
10. Adjournment
	Councilor Goble motion to adjourn, Councilor Sawyer 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous and the meeting was adjourned at 8:43pm
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