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AGENDA 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER-WADE CAVENDER, CHAIR.

2. PUBLIC COMMENT

3. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE FHPB: [action Item]

• January 13, 2026 FHPB meeting (Handout)

4 . UDWR VARIANCES [action item]

• Multiple presentations, Randy Oplinger (UDWR Aquatics)

5. LLPA VARIANCE [action item]

• Presentation, Xavier Matheson (UDAF Aquaculture Manager)

6. UDAF RULES UPDATE: [discussion item]

• Presentation, Xavier Matheson (UDAF Aquaculture Manager)

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS [discussion item]

8. ADJOURN

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICAN DISABILITIES ACT, INDIVIDUALS NEEDING ACCOMODATIONS DURING THIS 

MEETING SHOULD CONTACT UDAF AT 801-982-2200. AT LEAST THREE WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO TI-IE MEETING. HEARING 
IMPAIRED INDIVIDUALS SHOULD CALL UTAH RELAY SERVICE AT 801-298-9484 OR 1-800-364-4128 





• Presentation, Randy Oplinger (UDWR Aquatics)

• Randy discussed proposed New Zealand Mudsnail (NZMS) rule changes: main purpose is to delist the 

snail from prohibited and re-list the snail as controlled. This would provide opportunity for the DWR 

and private aquaculture to move fish from positive NZMS areas. Currently, it is illegal to move NZMS, 

or fish in water that test positive, because they are listed as prohibited.

• Regarding changing NZMS from prohibited to controlled status, Randy mentioned the trickle down 

effect this has on private ponds. To address varying situations, the Division proposed a low, medium, 

and high risk area where snails can be stocked without treatment or purging, a medium risk area with 

stocking allowed after a type of treatment, and a high risk area where stocking would not be allowed 

due to endemic spring snail populations at risk. They are currently working on establishing these 

stocking zones, and will bring this forward to upcoming RAC meetings.

• Wade asked if these rules will create opportunities for private aquaculture, specifically has DWR 

identified waters where positive NZMS populations overlap with private aquaculture customer base?

Wade emphasized he is not asking whether the stocking will be granted, but whether or not areas of 

possibility have been established? Randy responded not right now at the meeting, but yes the DWR is 

working on those areas and how they overlap with high risk areas of native snail populations.

• Tylynn asked what the process will look like for farmers, if the stocking map for NZMS will be based 

on elevation? Randy said this model will be based on hydrological unit, elevation, native spring 

populations, and a lot more information than just elevation. Randy mentioned this classification 

change and rule update might be fine-tuned further in order to address farmer's needs; this was after 

Tylynn asked what would happen if farmers were found to introduce NZMS positive fish in an area 

that is high or medium risk.

• Drew emphasized Utah is one of the only states willing to have a conversation about changing the 

listing status of NZMS and it provides opportunities for both the Division and the Department.

• Tylynn circled back to wanting to have this same conversation about stocking whirling disease 

positive fish in whirling disease positive areas. Wade assured Tylynn he and the Division are willing to 

have conversations regarding the possibility of stocking whirling disease positive fish in whirling 

disease positive areas, but cannot promise the same outcome as NZMS. Wade emphasized the need 

for more up to date data, and a full risk assessment as starting points for this discussion around 

whirling disease.

5. WHIRLING DISEASE UPDATE: [discussion item]

• Presentation, Xavier Matheson (UDAF Aquaculture Manager)

• Xavier gave presentation on WD introduction to private aquaculture facilities in North Ogden.
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• Went over the sample collection, what lots tested positive, the methods the lab used to confirm the

positive screening test. Xavier went over historical WD positive 30 years ago, but the disease has

gone away after the farm re-poured raceways and capped French drains. UDAF gave the farm

restricted health approval status to sell eggs, no live fish, but no customers did not want the eggs

even though they were disinfected.

• Xavier explained a further need to identify if there is a clean water source on the facility. Two halves

of the facility that have been kept aseptically separate. UDAF wants to test this water source to find

out if WD is in this water source.

• Xavier outlined the new testing parameters on the north side to determine if the pathogen is on

both the south and north side, or if the north side is a clean water source. Xavier worked with Christi

Swan to come up with a sample plan, and sent multiple lots of heads for Pepsin-trypsin digest to

WADDL for further testing. Results have not come back yet.

• Xavier outlined the differing depopulation scenarios, based on the implications if the farm is positive

on the north and south side. Xavier also outlined the steps to regain full health approval if the farm

finds a clean water source.

• Wade mentioned the disappointment in customers not wanting egg sales despite the science

showing the risk is mute.

• Neal thanked everyone for the presentation and voiced his general disappointment. He emphasized

there is a large possibility Pineview reservoir irrigation water was released in a flooding event, and

that this flooding event is what caused the pathogen to be introduced to the farm.

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS [discussion item]

• UDAF "Clear the Rules" update.

• Xavier mentioned the UDAF rule updates are not ready to discuss. There are two major updates:

passive voice removal and code redundancy removal, and both are still on-going. Next FHPB

meeting UDAF will be ready to discuss these rule updates.

• Camille mentioned there were one or two other examples with rule updates besides code

redundancy and passive voice that needed to be changed, but cannot remember specifically the

circumstances. Either way, the rule changes

• Christi asked will the UDAF rule changes be brought to the board beforehand, or will they just go

through without FHPB notice? Is there government direction on where they need to be brought to?

Xavier answered he would let the board know beforehand. Wade thought prior notice would be an

email, Xavier explained he will discuss more at the next FHPB meeting.

7. ADJOURN

• Mike Canning moved to adjourn, Xavier seconded the motion. Wade adjourned the meeting.
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June 2, 2025 

Robert Shields 
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources – Aquatic Animal Health Research Center 
1465 W 200 N 
Logan, UT 84321 

Subject: Variance for Green Sucker (Pantosteus virescens) eggs to be moved to 
Aquatic Animal Health Research Center without R58-17 health testing.  

Dear Dr. Shields, 

I am writing on behalf of the Utah Fish Health Policy Board (FHPB) regarding 
your variance report that was presented to the FHPB on May 28, 2025. The FHPB 
acknowledges the Utah Division of Wildlife’s need to address the continuing 
decline of endemic Green Sucker in the Weber River population. Based on 
research from 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2019, the FHPB recognizes thiamine 
deficiencies potentially catastrophic for natural recruitment, particularly in 
juvenile survival. The FHPB also recognizes that the population of Green Sucker 
would be negatively affected by the sacrifice of individuals for health testing, and 
the health risk of this project is extremely low.  

The variance was approved as proposed. The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources 
may move Green Sucker eggs to the Aquatic Animal Health Research Center in 
Logan for the next year, until June 2, 2026. 

The FHPB requests that the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources update the 
Board when the variance expires in 2026.  

Thank you for the presentation of your variance to the FHPB. 

Wade Cavender 
Chair of the Utah Fish Health Policy Board 
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