Minutes from a Regular Meeting of the
Highland City Public Library Board
Thursday, March 26, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.

IN ATTENDANCE
Board Members Other
Jessica Anderson, Secretary Karen Liu, Library Director and
Amy Brinton, Chair Board Executive Officer
Ron Campbell Adele Farnsworth
Rachel Farnsworth Michael Brinton
Lynn Lonsdale Wayne Tanaka, President of the
Kevin Tams, Vice-Chair Friends

Wesley Warren
Absent Board Members
None

A quorum of the Board being present, Chair Amy Brinton welcomed those in
attendance, and began the Library Board meeting at 7:08 p.m. The meeting agenda
was posted on the Utah State Public Meeting Website at least 24 hours prior to the
meeting.

AGENDA
1. Public Comment

Michael Brinton noted that he submitted a book request and that it was denied
because the book was not published within the last two years. He requested
clarification about the policy. Karen responded, referencing the collection
development policy, noting that the policy did not include the timing of publication,
and stating that she was happy to reconsider the request.

Wayne Tanaka joined the meeting.

The board briefly discussed the criteria in the collection development policy and the
Library’s response to book purchase requests.

The Board also briefly discussed potential fundraisers involving musicians from local
schools.
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Michael Brinton left the meeting.

The Board briefly discussed the status of the Library Board's terms, with Jessica
Anderson'’s final term expiring in June. A new secretary will need to be trained. The
current seat terms are as follows

Seat 1. Ron Campbell 2029
Seat 2. Rachel Farnsworth 2028
Seat 3. Kevin Tams 2028

Seat 4. Amy Brinton 2027

Seat 5. Lynn Lonsdale 2027
Seat 6. Wesley Warren 2028
Seat 7. Jessica Anderson 2026

2. Consent
a. Approval of February 2026 minutes

Rachel Farnsworth moved to approve the consent agenda. Lynn Lonsdale seconded
the motion. The vote was recorded as follows:

Yes Jessica Anderson
Yes Amy Brinton

Yes Ron Campbell
Yes Rachel Farnsworth
Yes Lynn Lonsdale
Yes Kevin Tams

The motion passed.

3. Reports

a. Director’s Report

Karen gave her report. She highlighted the Highland Senior Hub and the Tween
Club, both of which are consistently popular. She also gave an update on staffing,

including a staff member on medical leave, transitions in the programming
department with the loss of the program manager, and two new seasonal part-time

March 26, 2026 Minutes



library assistants who will work through August. She also specifically highlighted a
MAG program about dementia.

The Board briefly returned to the topic of term expirations. The Board discussed the
need to create a way to keep Board documents and history in a cloud-based system.

Karen noted some upcoming events, including summer reading. The fairy tale ball is
postponed indefinitely (probably until next year), because the Library is currently
understaffed. The STEAM club is also on hiatus until May. Karen addressed some
training and planning longer term, to keep programming consistent.

Wesley Warren joined the meeting.

Karen noted that she had a conversation with City Councilman Scott Smith, who
expressed support for additional funding for the library through a tax increase. The
mayor may add a Library tax increase to her proposed budget. The Board discussed
potential tax increase issues, including what level of increase to ask for and the
timing. The Board discussed tying the ask to something like the cost of a hardback
book.

4. Action/Policy Items
a. Physical Item Circulation Policy change

The Board referenced its prior discussion about modifying the deadline for patrons to
return items after they are considered lost. Currently, the policy is 30 days. The
proposed amendment would change it to 90 days to match other TLC library
circulation policies, who are revising their policies down to 90 days.

The language in paragraph Ill(d) will change from 30 to 90 in two sentences.

Rachel Farnsworth moved to amend the Physical Item Circulation Policy to allow
patrons to return items up to 90 days after the item is considered lost to align with the
circulation policies of the other libraries in the Timpanogos Library Consortium. Ron
Campbell seconded the motion. The vote was recorded as follows:

Yes Jessica Anderson
Yes Amy Brinton
Yes Ron Campbell
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Yes Rachel Farnsworth

Yes Lynn Lonsdale
Yes Kevin Tams
Yes Wesley Warren

The motion passed.

5. Discussion ltems

a. Programs staff, seasonal staff, and restructuring
See discussion above under Director’s Report.

b. Budget review

Karen met with Karen and Jay to review the budget and, for the FY 2027 budget, the
Library is projected to be $64,000 over budget. For this year, the Library budget will
also be over budget due to Karen's salary and benefits, because the previous director
did not take raises or benefits. Kevin requested that the Board review the budget
each month. Kevin noted that the City Council has stated that they will not support a
tax or general fund increase in funding due to the Library’s reserve account, and we
therefore need to spend that down. Amy noted that the Board’s goal is to have a
Library that responsibly meets the needs of the community and to make sure that our
reserve spending is responsible and geared toward the long-term success of the
Library.

The Board discussed that the current priorities are funding staffing and the collection
and that we have a fiscal responsibility to track and oversee the spending of the
reserve and the budget as a whole. Karen noted that her job is to have the budget
reflect true operating costs to run a quality Library in Highland that meets the
community needs, including programming and the collection. Karen confirmed that
there is a plan to spend down the reserve in collection development.

The Board discussed the funds of approximately $417,000, which the City owes the
Library from the collection of motor vehicle and property taxes that were collected
but not disbursed. Karen may request that the funds be given to the Library as an
endowment. The Library could consider those funds as a rainy day fund.
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The Board agreed that the budget and tax issues should be on the agenda every
month for the foreseeable future.

c. Chamber of Commerce library packet

The Board discussed putting a current flyer of events and a Library card application in
the welcome basket. Karen will work with Library staff on that.

6. Future Agenda Items

e Cybersecurity policy and software

e Library card renewal process

® Insurance policy for collection

e Library obligations to City

e Budget oversight and reserve spending

e Library Foundation recruitment and fundraising

The Board's next regular meeting is scheduled for April 23, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
Wayne Tanaka gave a brief update of the activities of the Friends of the Library.

7. Adjournment

Kevin Tams moved to adjourn the Library Board meeting. Jessica Anderson
seconded the motion. The vote was recorded as follows:

Yes Jessica Anderson
Yes Amy Brinton

Yes Ron Campbell
Yes Rachel Farnsworth
Yes Lynn Lonsdale
Yes Kevin Tams

Yes Wesley Warren

The motion passed. The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:50 p.m.
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|, Jessica Anderson, Highland City Library Board Secretary, hereby certify that the
foregoing minutes represent a true, accurate, and complete record of the meeting
held on March 26, 2026. This document constitutes the official minutes for the
Highland City Library Board Meeting.
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