


Milford City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, March 17, 2026 4:00 PM
Milford City Hall, 26 South 100 West
Milford, Utah 84751


Members Present: Mayor Nolan Davis, Council Members Russell Smith, Les Whitney, Scott Symond, and Tayson Willis.

Absent: Council Member Ian Spaulding

Staff: City Administrator Makayla Bealer, City Recorder Monica Seifers, Attorney Leo Kanell, Foreman Benjamin Stewart.

Visitors (Official Roster):  Dr. Joseph Moore, Gosia Skowron, Christopher Katis, Dr. Kristie McLin, Lynae Malchus, Sherri Yardley, Jaynell Bailey, Shawn Gillard

Call to Order
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Conflicts of Interest- Declaration of any potential conflicts of interest relating to agenda items
Mayor Davis called for potential conflicts relating to the agenda. There were none. 

Visitors 
A. Sherri Yardley, Milford Library Board invitation to Library Open House/Update on current board members
Mrs. Malchus introduced herself, Sherri Yardley, and Jaynell Bailey, as well as Scott Symond as members of the library board. She announced they will be having an open house and book signing for Margaret Miller and will be extending invitations to the city once plans are finalized. She reported they have also been working on a Spanish Section Initiative explaining that the library is focusing on youth and there is a realization that this is needed in the Hispanic community to encourage the love for reading. 

Mayor Davis thanked Mrs. Malchus and the board stating that the library looks very nice. 

B. Christopher Katis, Utah FORGE Quarterly Update 
Dr. Joseph Moore introduced Dr. Kristie McLin who will be taking over during Dr. Moore’s transition into retirement. Dr. Moore expressed his appreciation to the city for the support and help over the years. He is sad to go but is confident that Dr. McLin will do a great job. 

Dr. McLin was a student of Dr. Moore and is happy to be able to take over this immensely beneficial project. She gave the following update on the current site activities:
We are currently in the process of building out a surface facility, and that surface facility is meant to keep water in a closed loop on the surface for some circulation testing of our injection and our production well. So, what's going to happen is we're going to take some water and we're going to inject it, produce it, flow it through this surface facility - cool that water to around the temperature we would see after a commercial operation, and then reinject it. And we're going to recycle that water in the system for about four months. And we're not going to have geothermal power generation on site. We are looking into opportunities to bring some generation on site, but right now we don't have any.  And so with that ongoing right now, we have several people out there. We were just out there constructing the site, and you'll see some generation of diesel power generation there to start up, but we're hoping to get Rocky Mountain Power out there soon. There's a tank up there also for storing that water that we're going to start up the circulation test in, and that's constructed, as you see, with a cover, and that's to help prevent evaporation. We're trying to be very water conscious in this operation, such that we're using as little as possible in the several months that we'll be circulating. So, as I mentioned, we're going to be circulating that water in this system for about four months. We are looking to see how long it takes for the temperature to decline, circulating that cooler fluid in the subsurface. So that, we hope, will guide our folks who are developing commercial operations to understand how far away to space their wells and how long they can expect to be able to take heat from the ground. And then we're going to have some seismic and geochemical monitoring, just to make sure the water's staying put where we put it, and that we're going to target expected up times of around 95 percent, which, again, is what we would expect from a commercial operation. We're going to determine the location of another well based on this circulation test, and that well would be drilled either sometime later this year or early next year. And that well is going to be further away from our current wells. We're going to try to get further away to see how far we can go and still maintain a circulation in the subsurface to extract that geothermal energy. And then once we have that well drilled, we're going to make new fractures and circulate more water in a longer duration test. I don't think I have to tell you this, but the impact of Utah Forge has been very significant, not just here, but around the world for geothermal energy. And Beaver County is the global epicenter for this enhanced geothermal systems research and development. The Utah Forge site tested and developed these foundational technologies that allowed de-risked commercial investment in enhanced geothermal systems, and that will bring these jobs into the community as these systems are being built and operated right here. Utah Forge has directly infused Beaver County with over $660,000 to present, and we're going to invest significantly more in constructing the site, operating the site, through 2028, and we hope longer. The outreach team, they're excellent and have had a regular presence in local schools. I hear just wonderful things about their interactions with the kids in sixth grade in particular. And they have some really wonderful stories that they've shared of some of their experiences. And they've been to over 100 school visits in rural communities. And the project itself has produced over 133 terabytes of free data that anyone can use. And they can use this for research and for developing commercial activities. And so this has been a great project, a great investment, and really has put Beaver County on the map as the site for enhanced geothermal systems. And I look forward to continuing that legacy and really appreciate getting to meet you today and hope I get to meet you again soon.   

Christopher Katis, the marketing and communications specialist on the team, provided this update: 
So, we've presented to all the sixth-grade classes in Beaver County, which was over 100 students, and we launched the Beaver County specific poster contest. So, this year our poster contest is actually statewide with a grand prize winner, but because we love the kids in Beaver County so much, each of the schools here will have their own individual winner and runners-up and still be eligible to be the statewide winner. We also will be having a workshop in June, and we're starting the planning of a field trip as part of that here to Beaver County. And you guys are nice enough that we've reserved this lovely room for our luncheon. And we've already secured our spot in the county fair in August. 

Dr. McLin asked if there were any questions. Mayor Davis welcomed her aboard stating that the city and FORGE had a good relationship and the outreach has been well received in the community. The hard work is appreciated, we look forward to working with Dr. McLin. Wished Dr. Moore the best in his retirement.

C. Shawn Dickens – Discuss New RV Campground Proposal (40-50 sites North of town)
Mr. Dickens was not in attendance. 

Dr. Joseph Moore, Gosia Skowron, Christopher Katis, Dr. Kristie McLin, Lynae Malchus, Sherri Yardley, and Jaynell Bailey left the meeting at 4:18 PM
 
Consent Issues
a.  Consent issues including bills and payroll, minutes of the February 17, 2026 Regular Council Meeting; and minutes of March 13, 2026 Special Work Session. 

· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to approve the consent issues as presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Les Whitney. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

New Business
a. Discuss Copper Road between Highway 257 and 300 West 
Mayor Davis reported that a discussion was held during the March 13 special meeting, highlighting the discussion: The council needed to decide what action to take with the road (900 North) and what would need to be included in the agreement. The approach for the highway is going to be up to UDOT. Mayor Davis felt continuing with the mag chloride maintenance was sufficient until the time when road improvements may be required in the future. A chip seal would be the best way to maintain that road, he stated it has worked well on other county roads. Council Member Whitney agreed. A motion was made to waive the requirement for Fervo to oil 900 North; the city and Fervo to enter into an agreement, this agreement would be reviewed if future development took place to the north or to the west. City staff is working on this draft agreement for review. 


b. Discuss Hickory Mine Equipment 
Administrator Bealer reported that Milford Mining is seeking a 30 x 30 foot area to place the equipment citing there was space available above the Historical Park. Her recommendation is that the mine brings in a barrier and rock, bring in the equipment, and then place a marker that provides information on the equipment. Mayor Davis cited this was a good location but the mine would need to take charge of preparing the site and moving the equipment in. Council Member Smith agreed. 

· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to approve the location of the Hickory Mine equipment, having Milford Mining Company prep the area and move the equipment on site and place historical markers.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Russell Smith. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

c. Approval of hiring of assistant pool managers and lifeguards
Recorder Seifers presented the applicants for the additional lifeguard positions and replacement assistant pool manager positions stating the Pool Manager Brittany Sherwood has reviewed them and recommends the hiring. Additionally, an additional guard from last year, Stahley Beebe, will be returning. 

· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve the hiring of the applicants for guards and assistant pool manager. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

Old Business
a. Approval of Sidewalk Policy
Administrator Bealer requested to have this tabled for the April agenda. 

· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to table the approval of sidewalk policy to the April agenda. The motion was seconded by Council Member Tayson Willis. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

b. Approval of Cooperative Agreement with BCSD for Facility Use for Recreation 
Administrator Bealer reported that there were still some details being worked out with the school district. We will need to change the agreement to state the entity using the  concession stand shall supply all necessary supplies to operate the stand and also add that the entity using the stand shall be responsible for cleaning it after each use. These changes will be made and then the mayor can sign. 

· MOTION: Council Member Russell Smith moved to authorize the mayor to sign the finalized agreement once the adjustments were made. The motion was seconded by Council Member Les Whitney. The motion carried with the following roll call votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

Ordinances and Resolutions
a. Resolution 2-2026  “Municipal Wastewater Planning Program Update”
Milford City is required to complete an annual survey of our wastewater system. This is done by resolution each year. 
· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to adopt Ordinance 2-2026 “Municipal Wastewater Planning Program Update”. The motion was seconded by Council Member Russell Smith. The motion carried with the following roll call votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

b. Ordinance 3-2026 “Adopting 2006 Utah Wildland Urban Code ”
HB 48 requires all municipalities to adopt the Wildland-Urban Interface Code. There is a lot of controversy with this bill, and there is a possibility it will be tabled but we need to adopt it at this time. The modifications will likely be on the map, if there are any. 
· MOTION: Council Member Less Whitney moved to adopt Resolution 3-2026 “Adopting 2006 Utah Wildland Urban Code”. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following roll call votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

Staff and Council Reports 

Attorney Kanell
· Attended water law policy meetings in St. George yesterday. The state has a basic standard for a basic home with a family they require a .45 percent of an acre foot for providing water for that family. This is a standard they have developed over the years. They realize that some communities use less and others may use more. Milford may use more where culinary water is used for outside water. He and Administrator Bealer need to analyze the water use for outdoor use to determine if we meet the standard. We need to be ready for future growth and possible requirements on developers. Mayor Davis asked if we needed to look at zero scaping or desert scaping. Administrator Bealer reported that Milford City does have it in the code. There is a statewide program available and we could look into. 
Administrator Bealer 
· Airport Lease Agreement has been signed. Wester Rock will be moving forward with the north site. 
· We have received a quote for the trailer for PA system for $5900. We will get it ordered so we can get speakers here for the city’s July 4th celebration and the council’s America250 Program. 
· Budget Work Session scheduled for March 27th. Kyle Roerick will be in attendance 

Mayor Davis   
· Kyle Roerick and Commissioner Brandon Yardley will be attending the March 27th Special Work Session – to update and discuss the Utah Water grab. Mike Moe with Industrial Builders will also be in attendance to discuss expanding the RV park. 
· Met with Inland Port and Jen Wakeland. They want to define what industry that the city would like to see in our area.
· Housing – there is a lot of information coming in. We hope some of it will work out for our community. Does the council have any ideas for use of the property south of the golf course? Be thinking of that before the upcoming meetings. 

Meeting Adjournment ~ as there was no further business the meeting adjourned at 4:46 PM.
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Approved by the City Council in their regular meeting held April 21, 2026.


___________________________________________________
Monica Seifers, City Recorder 
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