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	Bear River Area Agency on Aging
Advisory Council Meeting Minutes
November 5, 2014
9:30 to 10:30
Large Conference Room



Attending:  Lynn Lemon, Susie Jackson, Adrian Gale, Norm Weston, Ken Brown, Xochithl Frankman, Don Albrecht, Jeff Scott, Beth Fauth, Leslie Smith, Mary Bennett

Other:  Senator Peter Knudson, Senator Lyle Hillyard, Representative Jack Draxler, Representative Lee Perry, Representative Edward Redd, Michelle Benson, Lisa Freund, Nancy Green, Marion Layne, Bill Cox, Roger Jones

Absent: Deb Harvey
Introduction: Mary introduced Beth Fauth, who is a new member of the Aging Advisory Council. Beth is an assistant professor at Utah State University.   

Presentation: Michelle Benson distributed handouts regarding the legislative request for nutrition and caregiver programs. The nutrition request is $350,000 ongoing funds for meals.  The caregiver request is for $250,000 ongoing funds.  Per the state funding formula BRAG would receive 6% of the funds appropriated.  Discussed challenges to providing services on limited budgets including increasing number of eligible seniors and rising food and fuel costs.  Discussed region volunteer effort to help offset expense.
The primary goal of BRAG Aging programs is to help seniors remain in their home as independently as possible.  Discussed the cost of meals and in-home services to cost of nursing home care and cost savings to the State.  Discussed the availability of retirement education and planning for long term care needs.  Dr. Redd commented that the squeaky wheel gets the oil and unfortunately seniors have been quieter about asking for help.
Discussed possible strategies for making the needs of older adults known to legislators such as having personal contact with members of the Health and Human Services Subcommittee.  In general, legislators are interested in how the money is spent and how money is saved.   Michelle thanked the Senators and Representatives for their attendance.
Meeting was dismissed at 10:45.


Next meeting will be February 24, 2015 at the BRAG offices.
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