


Town Council Meeting1
March 18, 2026

Elected Officials Present: Mayor Neil Brown, Councilmembers: Grant Lundberg, Chad Coburn Brenan Jackson, Curtis Thomas – participated electronically 

Staff Present: Recorder Lucinda Thomas, Deputy Clerk Nicole Preston, Planning Chairman Daron Hughes, Chief William McMullin, Lt. Mike Wall, City Attorney Josh Nielsen

Public Present: See Attached 

1. Call to Order – Mayor Neil Brown called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.
a.    Councilman Grant Lundberg gave the opening prayer.
b.    Lonny Ward led the pledge of allegiance.

2. Approval of Minutes from February 18, and March 4, 2026
a. Councilman Grant Lundberg made a Motion to approve the minutes from February 18 and March 4, 2026.  Councilman Chad Coburn Second and the motion Passed. 
i. Mayor Neil Brown - YES
ii. Councilman Grant Lundberg - YES
iii. Councilman Curtis Thomas - YES
iv. Councilman Brenan Jackson – YES
v. Councilman Chad Coburn - YES

3. Approval of Expenditures
a.  Councilman Chad Coburn made a Motion to approve the expenditures in the amount of One Hundred six thousand eight hundred sixteen dollars and fifty-nine cents ($106,816.59).  Councilman Brenan Jackson Second and the motion Passed.
i. Mayor Neil Brown - YES
ii. Councilman Grant Lundberg - YES
iii. Councilman Curtis Thomas - YES
iv. Councilman Brenan Jackson – YES
v. Councilman Chad Coburn - YES

4. Approval of Work Orders
a. $1600 to KE painting for a reconstruction and painting of the ceiling in the south pavilion at the park.  $3000 for new dirt for the baseball fields. 
b. Councilman Lundberg stated that they had the money in the budgets to do these projects.  
c. Commissioner Grant Lundberg made a Motion to approve the work orders as presented.  Commissioner Chad Lundberg Second and the motion Passed all in favor. 
i. Mayor Neil Brown - YES
ii. Councilman Grant Lundberg - YES
iii. Councilman Curtis Thomas - YES
iv. Councilman Brenan Jackson – YES
v. Councilman Chad Coburn - YES

5. Commission & Staff Reports
a. Police Chief Report – Lt. Mike Wall reviewed the CAD stats for the Month of February 58 officer generated incidents and 13 public generated.  23 traffic citations issued in February.  Mayor Brown asked if they could get the Speed Trailer brought out again on Main Street.  Lt. Wall stated now that the weather is improving they would be able to bring it out.  
b. Fire Chief Report – Chief McMullin he stated he needs to get a couple of things figured out with the Mental Health issue to be compliant with State Law, the previous mental health provider withdrew from the contract citing family problems and not being able to be on call.  They were looking at Sandstone who is a Santaquin City is using, they are local but they do mostly telehealth visits, but can do in person for critical incident.  They are based out of Lehi.  The council asked him to get a bid from them, and they can discuss it at the next meeting. He turned the Time over Ace Cottle who is the Fire Marshall.  He would like to have help from the Town to getting a list of the business owners as well as help with notifying them with their inspections. He was told that the Town can get the lists that he needs and can help with what he needs. 
Planning Commission Report – he reported on the agenda items from the last meeting.  He discussed the commissions feelings on creating a public facilities zone to classify all the town’s facilities in the correct zoning requirements.  Mayor Brown, stated that this would be important to put a permanent air monitor in the area and this would be beneficial to help this.  Chairman Hughes had questions about putting a possible trail on top of the strawberry highline canal and creating a trail that could be used by the residents of the town.  The Council responded that they would love to see it and believed that the highline canal trail is expected to happen, but we might have to help pay for it in Genola. 

PUBLIC FORUM – 	
1- Corinne Aagard – She doesn’t like the idea that people have a limit on time or limit how many people can speak during a public forum.  She explained that she was offended when a member of the Town Council suggested that if the residents can’t get along then they would be required to take legislative action. She handed to the council a document that she stated explained how usurpation would take over the rights of the residents and how she would like her councilmembers to become a force for ending this. 
2- Dale Steele – He talked about his concern about truck traffic on 800 East.  He is concerned about a proposed gravel pit and the increase in the truck traffic.  He mentioned that the truck drivers he feels are not the problem for the speeding that is happening on the road, that is the Genola residents however, he feels that the increase in truck traffic will become dangerous, and he is worried about that area turning into a more industrial area. He asked if there is a way that we can restrict axles or weight.  
3- Sarah Greenwood – She has a history of running in Genola but lately has felt uncomfortable running because of the increase in large truck traffic.  She said that she spoke with a truck driver who told her that the main street was the truck route that they were assigned, and he even stated that the truck route is hard even for them, because they struggle with making the turns.  
4- Andra Stowe – She would like to see the truck traffic slow down on 800 east, she wanted to clarify that she isn’t against semi-trucks because her husband drives a truck, but she doesn’t want to hear the jake brakes that the trucks use even though there is signage that say that they aren’t allowed to be used in Genola.  She would like to have the council looking at a truck route for Genola.  
5- Alecia Zohner – She expressed her concern regarding the trucks and shared her experience with the trucking company after they hit her car.  She shared how she no longer feels safe parking by the park. She shared that the loss of her car has been very traumatic for her and her family.  She expressed her concern about having others park at the park and she doesn’t want to see others experience the same situation as she has.  
6- Justin Zohner - explained that he has had a hard time even getting any communications from the gravel pit owners in trying to gain compensation for their lost vehicle.  He feels that it is necessary to have strict restrictions on these types of vehicles. Because these people are dangerous people and the council should have strong restrictions to protect the people from these types of people.  He feels that the council should use the funds that they have available and their authority to good use.  
7- Rodney Zohner – He understands that he isn’t certain that the town can prevent the trucks from driving on the road, because they are public roads, but wondered if the town has considered lowering the speed limits for trucks verses the cars, or if there are other barriers that could be put in place to protect people at the park. 
8- Isaac Paxman – He came to introduce himself as he is candidate running for the County Commissioner seat.  



6. Discussion and possible action on awarding a bid for leasing the towns surplus secondary irrigation water. 
a. Mayor Brown stated that he submitted a bid and will have Councilman Brenan Jackson go through the bids.  The bids are as follows:
i. Alan Steele – $125 per share 7 share for summit creek 
ii. Neil Brown – $3.40 per inch for Strawberry Water 
iii. Kent Pyne - $3.10 per inch for Strawberry Water 
b. Councilman Grant Lundberg made a motion to award the bid to Neil Brown for Strawberry Water and to Alan Steele for Summit Creek Water shares.  Councilman Chad Coburn Second and the motion Passed all in favor. 
i. Mayor Neil Brown - YES
ii. Councilman Grant Lundberg - YES
iii. Councilman Curtis Thomas - YES
iv. Councilman Brenan Jackson – YES
v. Councilman Chad Coburn - YES

7. Discussion with Carolyn Greenwood and Mike Fowers, regarding new information that has been gathered to come up with a solution for the heavy truck traffic on our city streets.
a. Carolyn Greenwood - She stated that she was here because her daughter asked her what they could do to help the situation.  She clarified that she is talking about pass through traffic, she isn’t picking on the agricultural, local, deliveries etc.  She gave all the council members a folder with pictures and information that she will be discussing.  She stated that at the time of the accident with Alecia Zohner’s accident that she spoke with someone from CMC and they said that they would investigate a new truck route. She said that she spoke with the President of the CMC Gravel Pit, and she asked them why they are not using a different truck route. His response had 4 answers.  1- He said that he pays taxes so he can use the roads. 2- They are protected critical infrastructure. 3- you can not impede commerce 4- he said that he could control where his trucks go, but he can’t control any of the other companies.   She stated that she has spoken to many of the residents, and she stated that the consensus is that people are not feeling safe with the trucks on the little roads.  She went through each one of the arguments presented to her from CMC 1- when safety is the issue safety should always win out.  2- She stated that there are state laws that gave gravel pits the designation for critical infrastructure, but she feels that they are using it above and beyond what the law was meant for.  She feels that the HB 288 preserved residents’ rights for safety.  It was only meant to protect us from not shutting down the pits.   She asked the Town Council to establish State Road 141 as a truck route for the Town of Genola.  She stated that she had spoken with Utah County Engineers, State Representative Stephanie Grecious and they have all stated that the solution to our problem is to simply establish a truck route. She referenced a Traffic study that was done back when the CMC Pit was put into place, The traffic study stated that no truck traffic should go through Genola and that they should all head north and use Lincoln Beach road as it was built and designed to handle the large heavy trucks. Mayor Brown responded to her comment saying that the town has not been receiving notification about new pits and applications, he expressed his frustrations that different organizations that do approve gravel pits don’t communicate with each other.  They had hoped to put it in a bill for the state legislature but that it had been stripped from the bill.  She wondered how the town can enforce the permit.  She stated that it is the County’s responsibility to enforce this permit, however, it is the Town’s responsibility to enforce the trucks going on our roads, which she believes goes against their permit.   There were others who spoke saying how they didn’t like the increased traffic on the roads and felt that it was unsafe as the roads weren’t wide enough, they don’t feel that it is safe for runners and kids, or other people recreating, and that the accident that happened in July of 2025 should be enough to bring the council to action. Councilman Brenan Jackson asked if she knew how many truck companies haul out of the CMC Pit, and Mrs. Greenwood didn’t know the answer to that.  
b. Mike Fowers – He expressed the concerns of the trucking companies, and he stated that he felt that if the town established this proposed truck route through town and with it adding an additional 37 miles to each trucks total drive to the CMC pit that he would expect that the pits would sue the town.  He said that truck routes are allowed to be established but that they can’t cause trucks to waste fuel and to adversely affect the environment. He stated that if the truck route of 141 is established there would be 132 houses on main street vs the 288 houses passed on state street and continue on 141 north around west mountain to the CMC pit and the drive time would be over an hour instead of 17 minutes.  He feels that this proposed truck route would put more people at risk verses using Main Street.  He also stated that this would greatly increase the waste of diesel.  He told a story of a time that he received a ticket because he was wasting fuel because he wasn’t fully loaded.   He reminded the council and members of the audience that these truck drivers are people too and are doing a job.  He said that he had spoken to the owner of the CMC pit and he told him that the Town of Genola would be up against a long court battle because he would fight this battle due to such a large increase in drive time and fuel costs for requiring the use of Lincoln Beach Road and State Road 141 through Genola. He would request that town made Main Street a truck route through Genola. It was asked about if 350 East could be built out as that road was designed to be able to handle it.  Mayor Brown responded that unfortunately we could not come up with 10 million dollars to build it up. He questioned the document that Mrs. Greenwood said was part of the truck route.  He stated that it was just an analysis from an engineering firm and not a legal contract.  Mrs. Greenwood responded that it is part of the permit itself that allowed the pit to be opened at all.  Mr. Fowers stated that the new owners renewed the pit and they didn’t have that restriction.  Mrs. Greenwood argued that typically a new owner must take on the old pits agreements.  It was asked if anyone had a copy of the actual permit and no one had the full permit.  Mayor Brown stated that there is an application right now for a new pit that is right on our borders, and the county did not notify the town of the application, didn’t ask the town about a truck route, and it was not part of the permitting process at all.  He didn’t feel confident that the county would have this traffic study in question as part of the permit at all.  Mr. Fowers stated that his understanding was that the current owner has a unconditional permit for the CMC Pit. Rachel Ercanbrack stated that within the last two years she has seen a large uptick in the number of trucks that are driving through Genola, and that she feels that this has greatly affected the quality of life that they moved here for.  She stated that people moved to Genola to have a quiet calm rural lifestyle and having truck after truck driving through town has greatly changed that lifestyle. Dale Steele feels that we need to put a lot more pressure on the County as they keep rubber stamping the permits for the pits and not looking at the effect that they are having on the surrounding communities. 
c. Mayor Neil Brown- he stated that the council has been dealing with this issue for several years and haven’t been able to really find an adequate solution.  He stated that although they can’t create an environment where no accidents will happen, they are doing their best to help lower the number of accidents that could happen. They’ve lowered the speed limit on the north end of town.  They have counseled with UDOT about different proposed changes, and they told the town not to do certain proposals and helped design others which everyone can now see at the park.  UDOT had told them that some of the proposed changes would create more liability than take it away.  He expressed his concerns that the house bill that protects aggregates and how it can limit what the town can and can’t do.  He expressed concerns about establishing the truck route, as he felt that State Road 141 didn’t fill a direct north and south traffic option.  He stated that for many years the council has looked at this issue and they have never found a viable solution.  He was nervous about putting the town in a position where they could get sued.  He stated that he has spoken with the Town Attorney and they have also spoken with other attorneys who were affiliated with the Utah Local Governments trust.  They had litigated cases like this, and they didn’t have a great deal of confidence that the town would win a case like this.  Mr. Greenwood stated that he knew about different insurance policies that the trucking companies must have and those policies state that they have to be in compliance with all permits.  He felt that because of this traffic study that an insurance company wouldn’t pay and then the next responsible party would be the town because they knew that there was a chance for problem and they didn’t fix the problem by designating a truck route.  Mayor Brown countered that argument by stating that there is nowhere in law that states that a town must designate a truck route, but it does say that a truck routes if designated must facilitate through traffic and having to go all the way around west mountain would not facilitate through traffic.  Mayor Brown invited Mr. Greenwood to find the case law to prove them wrong.  He challenged him to help the town by bringing that case law so that the town has a leg to stand on.  Mr. Greenwood said that he would talk to Mr. Nielsen, the town attorney, and he would talk to him about the coverage issue. Mr. Greenwood argued that it is the responsibility of every public body to put the health and safety above commerce  Mayor Brown expressed his sympathies to the Zohner family and their experience with trying to be made whole but also felt that it wasn’t the town’s responsibility to get in the middle of that situation, that was between their insurance company and the trucking company.  Mrs. Greenwood asked Mayor Brown if the trucks using main street were safe, and Mayor Brown replied that he asked an attorney that question and the attorney asked who was hurt.  The fact is that we haven’t had anyone hurt by the trucks.  
d. Councilman Grant Lundberg – asked that we draft a proposed truck route and start the process of looking into what it would take to adopt it.  He feels that without starting the process the attorneys wouldn’t be able to get a fully adequate picture of the situation.  He feels that there are other extenuating circumstances as well, including the agricultural trucks, the fruit trucks that go through town, and how that would affect those businesses as well, and the town can’t ban certain industries.  He feels like without looking at a proposed document the council isn’t in a great position to make a fully informed decision, and he feels like that would be a good faith effort to try.  
e. Councilman Thomas stated that he didn’t feel that a truck route proposed on Main Street would be safe because he doesn’t feel that the roads are built for that traffic.  He agrees with Councilman Lundberg, and it feels that it is important to use the state roads that are engineered for these types of trucks. Mr. Zohner asked Mr. Fowers during times like town celebration what route the trucks take because obviously main street is not a safe route with that many people on it.  He stated that if the road is closed obviously they take a different route, but he reiterated that he isn’t the only trucking company that goes out to the CMC pit, there are thousands of others and you won’t be able to tell them they can’t go on main street, it’s a public road and they have a right to be there as well.  He stated that he understands their concern about safety but isn’t certain what the solution is. 
f. Councilman Chad Coburn – he talked about his work with the railroad, and they look at safety all the time, but he is trying to see where the real safety concern is because he sees that the 5-way stop is a bigger problem than main street, that is where actual lives have been lost.  He wants to see a solution, but he also doesn’t want the town to waste thousands of dollars on a lawsuit that they could definitely lose.  He just isn’t certain that there is enough incidents with one time with a parked vehicle to bring that.  He wants to see the whole permit and would like to see if this traffic study that many residents are citing is a part of the working document.  He feels that if he is going to risk it, he wants to have solid hard facts in hand before they start doing anything.  He feels that there is just too much that is unknown currently. Mr. Fowers reminded the council that there is a Utah Code state law title 17. Chapter 81 section 6a that says that a court city or town may not adopt existing land use regulations that would limit critical infrastructure and aggregates are considered critical infrastructure.  Mr. Greenwood argued that they must still work within the permit, Mr. Fowers argued that he had a unlimited permit.  Councilman Coburn stated that this is why it is important that we have a copy of the full permit that they are required to work under.
g. Chairman Daron Hughes volunteered the Planning Commission to look into the issue of the preparing a proposed truck route and they will work with Josh and trying to really try to put the options including either putting together a truck route or upgrading Main Street to be able to handle the truck traffic.  The Council was more than willing to let the commission look at the proposed options.   Mayor Brown again asked Mr. Greenwood, who is an attorney, to find the case law to help advocate for their position, Mr. Greenwood stated that he would be happy to help.  Mayor Brown suggested that Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood put something in writing to show the planning commission why they feel the State Street truck route would be the best option.  He feels that it would be a huge help to the commission.  

8. Discussion and possible action on Ordinance 2026-04 and Agreement 2026-01 a cooperative with the Utah Division of Forestry, Fire, and State Lands.
a. Mr. Nielsen explained that this is the one from the last meeting that needs to have the Wildland Urban Interface ordinance passed.  He explained that this has to go before the planning commission.  They are planning on holding a public hearing on this next month.  Chief McMullin was asked if he had taken the time to review it. He has reviewed the contract.  Since the ordinance must go through planning commission this item will not be addressed tonight but at the next meeting. 

9. Discussion and possible action on Agreement 2026-02 the CWPP participation commitment
a. The council discussed that they must fulfill certain commitments for wildfire prevention, they reviewed the commitment document.  
b. Mayor Neil Brown made a Motion to approve Agreement 2026-02 and approve all with it the CWPP calculations and the CWPP commitment.  Councilman Chad Coburn Second and the motion Passed all in favor.
i. Mayor Neil Brown - YES
ii. Councilman Grant Lundberg - YES
iii. Councilman Curtis Thomas - YES
iv. Councilman Brenan Jackson – YES
v. Councilman Chad Coburn - YES

10. Discussion on amending the Fee Schedule
a. They discussed that they needed to add a Plat Amendment fee, and if the Conditional Use Permit Fee was adequate.  Mayor asked that a table be put together showing which fees need to be addressed and what the new fees should be and then it can be addressed at the next meeting.  City Clerk Lucinda Thomas said that she would really try to look at what each process costs. 

11. Council Comments
a. Mayor Neil Brown –he reported that there is trailer from the Division of Air quality that has a dust monitor that is sitting on the side of the road on highway 6.  There is a proposed permanent monitor at the Cumorah Hills Tank and well, the Division of Air Quality is now proposing it to be a higher quality monitor that would catch the dust, that is PM 40 not just 2.5 and 10. This is a big win for the town. He addressed the alternative of addressing the strawberry water issues, and putting the town on title for the water rights.  He has spoken with attorneys, Strawberry Water Users Association, and Strawberry Highline Canal Company, and the only issue raised is that the town won’t receive a default notice if it defaults but he isn’t too concerned about that.  
b. Councilman Grant Lundberg – said that the Town Celebration committee is meeting next week and they will be working on the plans for Town Celebration.  He has put in the request from Staker Parsons for a donation for the fireworks, the Fire Department is still planning on shooting off the fireworks again.  
c. Councilmember Curtis Thomas – Stated that he had two major concerns for the town right now one being the Dust and the other being the truck traffic. 
d. Councilmember Brenan Jackson – he had no comments at this time.
Councilman Chad Coburn – He is excited for the new public works building.  The rodeo is coming along and they are working on a couple of different projects.  

12. Motion to Adjourn
a.  Councilman Grant Lundberg made a Motion to adjourn.   Councilman Chad Coburn Second and the motion Passed all in favor. 

b. The meeting was adjourned at 9:40pm


Minutes prepared by Deputy Clerk Nicole Preston


Minutes Approved on: April 14, 2026			Lucinda Thomas____
							Lucinda Thomas City Recorder




