


CRIMINAL JUSTICE COORDINATING COUNCIL
of
KANE COUNTY
April 7, 2026 Meeting

Attendees: Chair - Commissioner Patty Kubeja, Jeff Stott (County Attorney), Judge Mandy Larsen (6th District Court), Candi Crofts (CJCC Staff), Devin Shakespear (Victim Services), Kent Burggraaf (Kanab City Attorney), Dustin Veater (AP&P), Lacie Ganther (Southwest Behavioral Health), Chief Tom Cram (Kanab City Police), Austin Soderquist (Counselor with SWBH), Sierra Shilling (Reentry Case Manager, Access Foundation Sober Living),Nick Hoyt (Kane County Jail), Andi Faulkner (UAC)

Absent: Becky Gurr (Recovery Court), Joe Coombs (LMHA Representative), Mike Gurr (Recovery Court), William Leigh (Public Defender), Judge Gary Johnson (Justice Court), Sheriff Tracy Glover, Matt Depuzzo (Operations Manager, Access Foundation Sober Living), Mike Keenan (Executive Director, Access Foundation Sober Living), Shana Pender (Southwest Behavioral Health)

1. Public Comment
No public comments were brought forward.
2. Approval of May 12, 2025 Minutes
· MOTION: Tom motioned to approve the minutes from 5/12/25, Dusty seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously.
3. Approval of Sept 22, 2025 Minutes
· MOTION: Tom motioned to approve the minutes from 9/22/25, Dusty seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously.
4. Housing Needs for people in recovery & with mental health challenges
· Sierra: Access Foundation Sober Living provides sober housing to those who are in recovery, but they are not a treatment facility. Anyone in any stage of their recovery is welcome, whether it’s 10 weeks sober or 10 years. They need to be a minimum of 2 weeks sober to qualify for a placement in one of the homes. Case managers are assigned to the homes, and they ensure that the residents have access to help/resources/jobs etc. AFSL currently doesn’t have any homes within Kane County, and the county residents who want to utilize their homes usually travel to Cedar City. Sierra said that for AFSL to come into Kane County they’d need to purchase a home that’s walkable to jobs and stores since many of the residents in their homes don’t drive. They’d prefer to buy the home as opposed to leasing one because they have several specifications that their facilities need to meet to satisfy the requirements of their licensure as a sober living facility. When asked about the ratio of residents who are in their homes as Recovery Court participants versus the residents who are they on their own accord, Sierra said that it varies and that she doesn’t have that number off the top of her head but that she can pull the statistics and get it to us. On average there are 165 residents in their homes between St George & Cedar City. Residents of these homes must all be active in their recovery, meaning they must be involved in various group activities to help ensure they stay sober, i.e. sober softball leagues etc. Residents must work full time and if they have a verifiable reason they cannot work full time (disabled, etc) then they work part time and are required to do community service of some kind. The case managers assigned to the homes help the residents find jobs and community service opportunities as needed. 
· Next steps: data exchange between AFSL and KC Recovery Court (Candi) and AP&P (Dusty). Confirm the average number of people who would need to utilize sober living homes in Kane County, and what homes are currently up for sale & the grants that are available for AFSL to secure a house in Kanab City. Once a property is located AFSL will reach out to Kanab City’s Land Use Coordinator to make sure the property is zoned for this type of facility and if it’s not then they can work to get it rezoned; Kent can help here. 
5. Mental Health Discussion, resources, protocols, etc.
· The council discussed the current practices at the hospital for when an individual is brought in as either a pink or blue sheet hold and they need to be transferred out to a facility that can take them. Right now there isn’t any security at the hospital so either law enforcement has to stay with the patient until they are transferred or the person is at the hospital on their own recognizance and they can (and do) just walk out the door. Leaving while in a mental health crisis is a public safety concern, so this isn’t a good solution but neither is tying up a law enforcement officer until transportation can be found. There was ample discussion about state statute, APS and the Guardian, in addition to what the easiest solutions for this problem might be. It was decided that a meeting will be set up between the hospital administration, a county commissioner, county sheriff & city police chief, city & county attorneys, and Southwest Behavioral to review the problems and potential solutions. This will be a working group meeting and not a CJCC meeting. 
· Adult probation: the program is running smoothly right now; Sanpete County did share their legal documents, and they’ve been reviewed and/or adopted here in Kane County as needed.
· UAC Annual Justice Summit: will be held on Thursday June 25th at the UAC building in Murray, UT.

MOTION: Commissioner Kubeja motioned to adjourn and the motion passed unanimously.
Next Meeting: September 24, 2026



