














K.     Water Conveyance Facilities  

 
        1.    Ditches, Canals, and similar features. 

      a.   Purpose. The purpose of this section is to regulate the treatment of existing water 
conveyance facilities– including ditches, canals, and similar features–within 
subdivision developments in Box Elder County. These regulations aim to protect 
property, promote public safety, and ensure coordination between developers and 
owners of such facilities.  

                  b.   Applicability. This ordinance applies to all subdivision developments within the 
unincorporated areas of Box Elder County that intersect with or are adjacent to 
any open or piped water conveyance facility, including, ditches, canals, and 
similar features, regardless of ownership.  

                      c.    Piping Requirement. All open ditches, canals, or other water conveyance facilities 
located within the boundaries of a proposed subdivision or adjacent within 30 feet 
of the centerline of the ditch to the subdivision boundary shall be piped by the 
developer in accordance with 73-1-15.5 of the Utah State Code.  The pipeline 
shall include features to continue serving its intended use (example: Pipe & 
Risers, Drainage Inlets, Control Structures, etc.)  

                              6-1-240(K)(3) shall not apply to ditches with a capacity that exceeds 25 cfs so   
long as: 

    1)     The applicant does not install fences, structures, deep-rooted vegetation, or 
permanent infrastructure within the easement of the canal. 

  2)    If the easement is prescriptive in nature, the applicant records that easement 
in conformity with 57-13a of the Utah State Code or grants an easement of 
the same size to the conveyance facility owner. 

  3)    Complies with the remaining provisions outlined in 73-1-15.5 of the Utah   
State Code 

       d.   Owner Declination Provision for Water Conveyance Facilities. If the owner of a 
water conveyance facility does not consent to the facility being piped and the 
applicant does not wish to utilize their rights under 73-1-15.5 of the Utah Code, 
the requirement in Section 3 shall not apply, provided that:  

                1)   The facility owner and the applicant submit a letter to the Box Elder County 
Community Development department. 

                2)   The letter explicitly declines the piping of the facility adjacent to the 
proposed subdivision boundaries; and 

                3)   The letter is received prior to, or concurrent with the submission of the 
preliminary plat. 

                4)   The applicant does not install fences, structures, deep-rooted vegetation, or 
permanent infrastructure within the easement of the conveyance facility. 

                5)   If the easement is prescriptive in nature, the applicant records that easement 
in conformity with 57-13a of the Utah State Code or grants an easement of 
the same size to the conveyance facility owner.  

                     e.   Easements and Access. Easements for all existing or relocated water conveyance 
facilities shall be shown in compliance with Utah State Code 17-27a.603 or 10-
9a-603. Landowner shall provide for unobstructed access across the entire width 
of the easement for the conveyance facility owner.  Fences, structures, deep-
rooted vegetation, or permanent infrastructure within the easement of the 
conveyance facility shall not be permitted.  



                    f.    Enforcement. This section shall be administered and enforced by the Box Elder 

County Community Development Department. Noncompliance may result in 

withholding or revocation of subdivision approvals, permits, or certificates of 

occupancy.  

                  g.   Severability. If any provision of this section is held invalid by a court of 

competent jurisdiction, the remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force 

and effect.  

   
     2.   Subsurface Drainage Facilities - Location, Mapping, Preservation, and Easements. 
                  a.   Purpose. This subsection ensures that existing subsurface drainage facilities - such 

as agricultural tile drains, historical drainage systems, and other underground 
conveyance infrastructure - are identified, preserved, and properly documented 
during the subdivision process. These facilities are critical to land drainage, flood 
prevention, and agricultural sustainability.   

     b.    Applicability. This section applies to all subdivision developments within 

unincorporated areas of Box Elder County. Developers, engineers, contractors, 

and builders must comply with the provisions herein throughout the planning, 

approval, and construction phases.  

                 c.    Requirements.  
1) Inventory and Investigation. Developers must conduct a thorough 

investigation to identify existing subsurface drainage facilities within or 
adjacent to the proposed subdivision. Investigation methods shall include:  
      a. Historical research (e.g., NRCS, Drainage Districts, Irrigation 
Companies, Landowners).  

            b. Physical inspection, field surveys, or soil probing where necessary.  

                       2)  Mapping. A Subsurface Drainage Facilities Map shall be submitted with the          
preliminary plat and include:  

        a.  Exact locations, dimensions, pipe materials, flow direction, and 
depth.  

              b.  Ownership or operating responsibility of each facility.  
              c.  Documentation by a licensed Utah Professional Engineer or Land 

Surveyor.  
                           3)   Preservation and Accommodation. Identified drainage facilities shall be 

preserved in place or rerouted in accordance with Utah State Code 73-1-15.5  

                 d.  Protection During Construction. Drainage facilities must be flagged, marked, and 

protected during site development. Any damage caused must be repaired or 

replaced at the developer’s expense. 

                  e.  Easements and Access. Easements for all existing or relocated water conveyance 

facilities shall be shown in compliance with Utah State Code 17-27a.603 or 10-9a-

603.on the final plat and granted in favor of the facility owner.  Landowners shall 

provide for unobstructed access across the entire width of the easement for the 

conveyance facility owner.  Fences, structures, deep-rooted vegetation, or 

permanent infrastructure within the easement of the conveyance facility shall not 

be permitted. If the easement is prescriptive in nature, the applicant records that 



easement in conformity with 57-13a of the Utah State Code or grants an easement 

of the same size to the conveyance facility owner.  

      f.  Enforcement. This section shall be administered and enforced by the Box Elder 
County Community Development Department. Noncompliance may result in 
withholding or revocation of subdivision approvals, permits, or certificates of 
occupancy.  

     g.   Severability. If any provision of this section is held invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, the remainder of the ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


