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Board Meeting Begins at 8:30 AM  
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
Water Quality Board Meeting Call to Order & Roll Call                                           James Webb 

 
Minutes: 

 
Approval of Minutes for February 25, 2026 
Water Quality Board Meeting                                                                             James Webb 
 

Executive Secretary Report                                                                      Candice A. Hasenyager 
 
Funding: 
 

1. Funding Request for JH Land & Livestock, LLC, 
Interest Rate Buy-Down                                                                                      Emily Canton 

 
Rule Making:  
 

1. Initiate Rule Making for the Addendum to the Jordan River  
Watershed E.coli Total Maximum Daily Load                      Sam Taylor & Sandy Wingert 

 
Other:  
 

1. Unified Water Infrastructure Plan (UWIP) 
 Board Presentation                                                                                                 UWIP Team 

  

https://meet.google.com/gpi-fbwg-qcx?authuser=0&hs=122
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2. Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) and Biosolids: 
 

a. Wastewater Treatment Plant Challenges with PFAS  
       in Biosolids                                                                                                             WFWQC 
b. Request to Initiate Informal Rulemaking                                   Leanna Littler-Woolf 

 
Public Comment Period 
 
 
Meeting Adjournment                                                                                                     James Webb 

 
 
 

Next Meeting  
May 27, 2026, at 8:30 am 

MASOB & Via Google Meet  
195 North 1950 West 

Salt Lake City, Utah 84116 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://meet.google.com/gpi-fbwg-qcx?authuser=0&hs=122
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February 25, 2026 
Water Quality 
Minutes 

 

 
Mr. Webb called the Meeting to order at 8:30 AM. 
 
    
ROLL CALL 
Mr. Webb took roll call for the members of the Board. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – January 28,2026 Meeting 
 
Motion: Ms. Jones moved to approve the meeting minutes. 
  Ms. Simmonds seconded the motion. 
  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REPORT: 
Mrs. Hasenyager addressed the Board with the following updates: 
 

• Abundance Accelerator has launched- stay tuned for more information on how DWQ will 
implement.  

• NRAE Appropriations 
• 10 days left in the legislative session…and here’s what we’re watching closely: 

o HB501-Water Modifications 
o HB509-Wetland Study Amendments 
o HB489-Water Infrastructure Amendments 
o SB229-State Employee Benefit Amendments 
o HB575-Fuel Tax & Supply Amendments 
o SB234-Rulemaking Amendments 
o HB533-Groundwater Amendments 
o SB100-Federalism Revisions 
o HB147-Government Form Submission Amendments 
o HB437-Evironmental Permitting Amendments 
o SB-LHD & LDH Coordination 
o SB254-Critical Mineral Amendments 
o SCR 9-Concurrent Resolution Regarding Critical Minerals Development & Funding 
o SB008-State Agency & Higher Education Compensation Appropriations. 

• A full description of each Bill may be viewed at the following link: Bills By Session 
 
FUNDING: 
Change in Scope of Work in St. George City, Grant Agreement Southern Utah Reuse ARPA Grant 
Program:  Mr. Pompeo recommended the Board authorize the Scope of Work Project Statement in the St. 
George City ARPA Grant Agreement to be amended to: “This project will fund the upgrade of St. George 
Regional Water Reclamation Facility biological treatment system to produce Type I Reuse Water. The funds 
in the Grant Agreement may be used for the construction of the A2O treatment system to meet Type I Reuse 
standards at the St. George Water Reclamation Facility.” 
 
Motion: Ms. Simmonds moved to authorize the Scope of Work Project Statement to be amended as 

listed in the packet. 
  Ms. Harris seconded the motion. 
  The motion passed with 5 Ayes & 1 Nay.  
 

https://le.utah.gov/bills/bills_By_Session.jsp
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February 25, 2026 
Water Quality 
Minutes 

 

 
OTHER: 
 
Draft 2026 Integrated Report: Mr. Ochoa presented the Draft 2026 Integrated Report, no motion was 
required at this time. The Draft Report may viewed via this link: Draft 2026 Integrated Report 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 

 
 

MEETING ADJOURNMENT 
 
Motion: Ms. Jones moved to adjourn the meeting. 
 Mr. Fehr seconded the motion. 
 The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
The full recording of the February 25, 2026 Water Quality Board Meeting may be viewed here Google Meet 
  
Next Meeting – April 22, 2026 
Meeting begins at 8:30 am 
 
In-Person  
MASOB 
195 North 1950 West 
Board Room 1015 
Salt Lake City, UT 84116 
 
 
       ___________________________________ 
       James Webb, Chair 
       Utah Water Quality Board  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DWQ-2026-001279 

https://lf-public.deq.utah.gov/WebLink/ElectronicFile.aspx?docid=645245&eqdocs=DWQ-2026-000357&dbid=0&repo=Public
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1zDhZkGXSp1o2ZwOzAlR5BYe3fpnVwFhv/view?usp=sharing
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TO:  Water Quality Board  
 
THROUGH: Candice A. Hasenyager, P.E. 

Director, Division of Water Quality 
 
FROM: Emily Cantón 

Assistant Director, Division of Water Quality 
 
DATE:  April 22, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Funding Request for JH Land and Livestock, LLC Interest Rate Buy-Down 
 
 
Background 
In 2018, the Division of Water Quality (DWQ) and Utah Department of Agriculture and Food 
(UDAF) developed a collaborative funding mechanism to help Animal Feeding Operations and 
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (AFO/CAFO) meet water quality standards.  This 
initiative uses Hardship Grant funds to lower the cost of compliance for producers by subsidizing 
interest rates on Agricultural Resource Development Loans (ARDL). The program follows a 
structured vetting and implementation cycle to ensure environmental and fiscal accountability: 

● Screening & Planning: Applicants are screened by UDAF and DWQ to identify high-risk 
discharge sites. UDAF planners then work with producers to create conservation and 
nutrient management plans that align with state standards. 

● Eligibility Verification: UDAF confirms the applicant's loan eligibility and collateral.  
● Board Approval: Projects are presented to the WQB for approval, including the total loan 

amount and estimated interest costs over a 15-year term. 
● Funding Execution: Upon project completion and certification by a conservation planner, 

the WQB pays the total interest amount directly to UDAF. This lump-sum payment is 
applied to the producer's remaining loan balance. 

● Reporting: Producers must submit a final report to the DWQ within 90 days of completion.  
 
 
 
 



 

Applicant’s Request 
JH Land and Livestock LLC is requesting financial assistance in the form of an interest rate buy-
down for an Agricultural Resource Development Loan (ARDL) as approved by the Utah 
Conservation Commission on March 3, 2026.  The total loan amount is $735,000 with a full interest 
rate of 2.75% and a term of 15 years.  ARDL staff are presenting a request for approval of an interest 
rate reduction to 1.375% and a waiver of the 1% administrative fee on April 16, 2026.  The total 
amount being requested for the interest rate buy-down is $75,000. 
 
Additional details are found in the attached UDAF memo and application documentation. 
  
Project Description 
JH Land and Livestock LLC is proposing the following: 

● New liquid storage 
● Facility reorganization to improve waste collection 
● Grading to eliminate runoff and prevent groundwater contamination 
● New storage structures to prevent leaching 
● Removal of broken concrete pads and installation of new concrete lanes 

 
Water Quality Benefit 
JH Land and Livestock LLC is located in Benson, Utah, near the Bear River, which is on the 303(d) 
list of impaired waterbodies for low dissolved oxygen (DO) and total phosphorus. The Division of 
Water Quality is currently implementing the Bear River Middle and Cutler Reservoir Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) which outlines agricultural Best Management Practices (BMPs) for 
pollutant loading reduction. 
 
Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommend the Water Quality Board authorize JH Land and Livestock LLC an interest rate 
buy-down in the amount of up to $75,000 for the approved loan through UDAF’s ARDL program.  
The agreement will be between the Utah Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) and UDAF.  
Once the project is completed and certified by a certified conservation planner, DEQ will issue 
payment to UDAF and the interest rate buy-down will be applied directly to the ARDL loan held 
by JH Land and Livestock LLC. 
 
Staff also recommend the following special conditions: 

1. JH Land and Livestock LLC must adhere to the developed nutrient management plan. 
2. A final project report will be submitted to DWQ within 90 days of project completion. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DWQ-2026-002217 
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TO:   Water Quality Board 
 
THROUGH: Candice Hasenyager, P.E., Director 
 
FROM: Sam Taylor and Sandy Wingert, Watershed Protection Section 
 
DATE: April 22, 2026 
 
SUBJECT:  Jordan River Watershed E. coli TMDL: 2026 Addendum 
 
Board Action: Initiate rulemaking to adopt Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) by reference into 

R317-1-7 for the Jordan River Watershed E. coli TMDL: 2026 Addendum 
 
 
In February 2023, Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) studies were completed for Escherichia 
coli (E. coli) in 14 subwatersheds within the Jordan River Watershed. Since completion and 
approval of these TMDLs, new waterbodies (Bingham Creek and City Creek) within the Jordan 
River Watershed have been listed for E. coli on the Clean Water Act 303(d) list of impaired 
waterbodies. The Division of Water Quality (DWQ) has completed TMDLs to address E. coli in 
Bingham Creek and City Creek to be added to the 2023 Jordan River Watershed E.coli TMDLs as 
a 2026 Addendum. E. coli is an indicator of fecal contamination from human or animal waste and 
is a potential risk to human health. Point sources that contribute to E. coli include stormwater, 
although Municipal Separate Storm System (MS4) permittees are already complying with the 
TMDL requirements, so no additional actions are required. The nonpoint sources identified (e.g., 
pet waste, unhoused, and recreationist waste and agricultural activities) are not regulated by DWQ 
and instead addressed through voluntary and incentive-based grants. Therefore, there are no costs 
associated with these TMDLs. 
 
Please refer to the following TMDL document: Jordan River Watershed E. coli TMDL: 2026 
Addendum and Appendices DRAFT 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w3vmxsQloJDfA-o-OwjJK_s889dvGD513R0Ac53yaP0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w3vmxsQloJDfA-o-OwjJK_s889dvGD513R0Ac53yaP0/edit?usp=sharing
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Finalization Timeline 
 
April 22, 2026:  Water Quality Board preliminary approval of TMDL / Petition to   
   initiate rulemaking 
May 15, 2026 –  
June 16, 2026:  30-day Division of Administrative Rule Public Notice Period 
 
June 24, 2026:  Petition Water Quality Board for formal adoption of TMDL into R317-1-7 
 
June 25, 2026:  Submit TMDL to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for approval 
 
Background 
 
The Clean Water Act (CWA) requires states to develop TMDLs for waters that do not meet water 
quality standards for their designated beneficial uses. Waterbodies that do not protect their 
beneficial uses are added to the 303(d) list, which is updated every two years as part of DWQ’s 
Integrated Report. The purpose of a TMDL is to establish an allowable amount of pollutants to a 
waterbody and use data to determine why a waterbody is not meeting its beneficial use. Although 
not required by EPA, DWQ includes an implementation plan with each TMDL that acts as a guide 
for projects, financial assistance, and to foster community support for improving water quality. 
 
In 2023, E. coli TMDLs were approved for 14 Assessment Units (AUs) within the Jordan River 
Watershed. Since completion of the 2023 document, new waterbodies in the watershed were listed 
as impaired for E. coli in the 2024 Integrated Report. The 2023 document provided a framework for 
additional AUs to be added within the study area. TMDLs for two AUs, Bingham Creek and City 
Creek-1, have been developed and included in the 2026 Addendum to the Jordan River Watershed 
E. coli TMDLs. 
 
DWQ coordinated and collaborated with stakeholders including Salt Lake City, Rio Tinto, Salt Lake 
County and the Conservation Districts throughout the development of the TMDLs. Stakeholders 
reviewed the TMDL document and staff addressed their comments. 
 
Results 
 
The TMDL analysis for Bingham Creek and City Creek-1 incorporated ten years of E. coli data. 
Results from this study determined that E. coli reductions needed to protect recreational beneficial 
uses are: 76% in Bingham Creek and 49% in City Creek-1. Bingham Creek shows high E. coli 
values year-round with peaks in January, September, and December. Analysis for Bingham Creek 
determined that the main sources of E. coli are agricultural activities. City Creek shows an increase 
in E. coli levels in the late summer to early fall. Analysis for City Creek determined that the main 
sources of E. coli are pets and recreation. 
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TO:  Water Quality Board  
 
THROUGH: Candice A. Hasenyager, P.E. 

Director, Division of Water Quality 
 
FROM: Emily Cantón 

Assistant Director, Division of Water Quality 
 
DATE:  April 22, 2026 
 
SUBJECT: Unified Water Infrastructure Plan (UWIP) Board Presentation 
 
During the 2024 and 2025 General Sessions, the Utah Legislature created the Unified Water 
Infrastructure Plan (UWIP) to outline collaboration between funding agencies and create a 
prioritized list of water infrastructure projects.  The Division of Water Quality has been identified 
as a relevant agency and is participating in this effort through the Water Development Coordinating 
Council (WDCC).  Members of the UWIP team will be presenting an overview of UWIP, discuss 
key findings, and outline impacts to Boards and funding processes.  The presentation will also 
include Q&A opportunity for Board members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DWQ-2026-002216 
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TO:  

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

DATE:  

SUBJECT: 

Board Action: 

M E M O R A N D U M 

Water Quality Board  

Candice A. Hasenyager, P.E., Director  

Leanna Littler-Woolf, Assistant Director 

April 22, 2026  

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) and Biosolids 

Request to Initiate Informal Rulemaking 

The Division of Water Quality (Division) met with Wasatch Front Water Quality Council (WFWQC) on 
March 11, 2026, to discuss Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) and Biosolids.  WFWQC 
approached the Division with an opportunity to collaborate on a forward-looking approach regarding PFAS 
in Biosolids, through establishment of monitoring requirements and recommended actions associated with 
certain monitoring results. Their proposed approach was based on information gathered from other states. 
The monitoring requirements would be implemented through the Division’s Utah Pollutant Detection 
Elimination System (UPDES) Biosolid Permits. 

The Division is supportive of making progress regarding PFAS in Biosolids however, before requirements 
can be implemented into the Division’s UPDES Biosolids permits, the Division must first establish Rules. 
WFWQC has provided a proposed draft Rule that the Division feels is a step in the right direction.  More 
work is needed to ensure that the Division meets all Rule requirements and ensures sufficient stakeholder 
engagement prior to formal rulemaking.   Before any work is completed in support of WFWQC’s proposal, 
it is appropriate to obtain Water Quality Board (Board) support.   

Requested Board Action: The Division requests the Board's approval to initiate informal rulemaking 
associated with PFAS in Biosolids.  

If the Board is supportive of moving forward, the Division also requests 1 or 2 Board members interested in 
being involved in the rulemaking process.  
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