
1 Minutes of the Centerville City Tree Board meeting held Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 8: 00 p.m.
2 at Centerville City Hall, 250 North Main Street, Centerville, Utah.
3

4 MEMBERS PRESENT

5 Heather Taylor, Chair

6 Keith Roper

7 Brandon Henderson

8 Sara Stettler

9 Barbara Allen

10

11 STAFF PRESENT

12 Tyler West, Parks Maintenance Lead

13

14 MINUTES REVIEW AND APPROVAL

15

16 Minutes of the February 18, 2026 meeting were reviewed. Heather Taylor made a motion
17 to approve the minutes as written. Sara Stettler seconded the motion, which was passed by
18 unanimous vote ( 5- 0).

19

20 REVIEW ADDITIONS TO PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN

21

22 Chair Taylor presented a revised version of tree- focused language for inclusion in the city' s
23 general plan, explaining that she had significantly reorganized and shortened the draft after finding
24 the previous version repetitive. While maintaining the original intent, the updated language
25 emphasizes Centerville' s natural beauty, including historic trees that predate the city' s founding,
26 and highlights the community' s commitment to protecting and expanding the urban forest. The
27 second portion outlines a collaborative approach involving residents, businesses, city staff, and
28 developers, encouraging drought-tolerant, living landscapes over hardscapes and recommending
29 that development projects consult the Tree Board' s urban forestry guidance.
30

31 The board discussed where the language should be incorporated within the general plan.
32 Keith Roper suggested potential placement in Chapter 8 ( Conservation), either in the introduction

33 or implementation section, or in Chapter 2 ( Land Use) to guide development standards. Members
34 also considered splitting the content between sections, with introductory language placed earlier
35 in the document and implementation- focused language included in water conservation or

36 development sections. Chair Taylor agreed to refine placement recommendations and circulate the
37 draft to board members for review ahead of potential City Council consideration.
38

39 TREE VOUCHER DISCUSSION

40

41 Barbara Allen prepared a list of voucher-eligible homes, and with additional contributions
42 from other board members there was a total of 19 vouchers across 7 houses. The board carefully
43 reviewed and cross- referenced addresses to eliminate duplicates, compiling a final list with only
44 one remaining property still needing contact. Chair Taylor confirmed she would forward the
45 completed list to Streets Supervisor Marc Marchant.

46
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1 The board also discussed the city' s tree removal notification process, with Chair Taylor
2 relaying that residents receive certified letters and have 2- 3 weeks to respond. While informal
3 discussions occur with homeowners who wish to keep trees, concerns were raised about potential
4 liability due to the lack of formal agreements.  Barbara Allen noted that without written

5 documentation, homeowners may not be legally responsible, and the board agreed this issue should
6 be shared with the City Council for further consideration.
7

8 ARBOR DAY PLANNING DISCUSSION

9

10 Chair Taylor reported on coordination with Bruce Cox and Tree Utah for a community tree
11 planting event on March 28th, designated as the city' s Arbor Day observance. The event will take
12 place at the south end of Community Park near the frontage road, where trees will provide future
13 shade for soccer spectators. Tree Utah will conduct a site visit in advance to determine placement
14 and species, and board members expressed interest in attending. The board also discussed inviting
15 nearby residents, particularly from new developments, to participate and learn proper tree planting
16 techniques.

17

18 The board then planned outreach efforts for a July 4th booth, including a community tree-
19 planting commitment campaign with numbered yard signs, educational materials, and potential
20 expert participation. Ideas included showcasing heritage trees, incorporating a time capsule theme,
21 and promoting future events. Additionally, the board workshopped a " pay it forward" tree and
22 landscape recognition program, where residents nominate others for exemplary trees or park strip
23 landscaping. The program includes certificates, ribbons, and yard signs, with recipients featured
24 in city communications.  Members agreed on criteria and committed to identifying initial
25 nominations ahead of the next meeting.
26

27 URBAN FORESTRY GUIDE

28

29 Chair Taylor outlined the need to compile a basic Urban Forestry Guide to support
30 proposed general plan language and allow the City Council to proceed without delay. The guide
31 will combine existing resources— such as the current tree care document and recommended tree

32 lists— with new sections on wetland- tolerant and drought- tolerant trees, as well as water- wise

33 landscaping practices. Responsibilities were divided among board members, with Barbara Allen
34 focusing on wetland-tolerant species, Brandon Henderson researching drought-tolerant trees, and
35 Chair Taylor compiling landscaping guidance and information on the benefits of trees.
36

37 The board discussed incorporating best practices from other Utah communities and
38 organizations like the Utah Community Forest Council, including concepts such as the " 10- 20- 30
39 rule" for tree diversity. Tyler West offered to connect the group with an arborist from USU and
40 Tree Utah for additional expertise, and Chair Taylor committed to sharing an existing curated tree
41 list to support the effort.

42

43 ADJOURNMENT

44
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1 At 9: 06 p.m.,  Sara Stettler made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Heather Taylor
2 seconded the motion, which was passed by unanimous vote ( 5- 0).
3

4

5

6 04/ 15/ 2026

7 Je6ifer bison, City Recorder Date Approved
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