


























Prepared by: Mark F. Bell

Hayes Godfrey Bell, P.C.

mbell@hgblaw.net

2026 Utah General Legislative Session 
Bills followed: through March 26, 2026 - Governor’s final date for veto
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Bill No. Title/Subject Last Action Description/Comments

HOUSE BILLS

17 PID Meeting Location /s/ Governor PID to hold its board meeting within the boundaries of the PID. Exceptions: no 
location that will accommodate the board and public w/ location to be “near” to the 
PID; exception emergency circumstances; exception retreats.

33 Political Signs /s/ Governor Elected board members subject to campaign sign regulations: disclosure who paid; 
size exemptions; locations where allowed (e.g., utility poles prohibited)

38 County Government /s/ Governor Agreement b/w county treasurer and special district for treasurer to collect 
assessments on behalf of SD. Moves IFD act to Title 17D; other provisions affecting 
counties.

79 Governmental Immunity /s/ Governor
 Governmental agency and its employees immune from suit for response to a disaster 
or potential disaster; also language re immunity for EMS services.

165 Critical Infrastructure /s/ Governor Agencies prohibited from using federally banned equipment in critical infrastructure; 
prohibits contracts (services, equipment principals related to technology included on 
list of banned equipment. TO DO: IT professionals to be aware of list; audit current 
equipment and technology.

236 Truth in Taxation /s/ Governor Applies only to fiscal year taxing entities proposing a property tax increase.  TO DO: 
applicable agencies and their CFOs to become familiar with legislation. 

246 Drug Testing /s/ Governor “Sample” in drug testing may include oral fluid; independent entity to prepare 
instructions for collecting sample.  TO DO: amend drug testing policy.

307 Attorney Fees /s/ Governor Clarifies meaning of term “bad faith” related to award of attorney fees. Defined as “to 
harass, cause unreasonable delay, needlessly increase the cost of litigation, or abuse 
the judicial process.”

309 Juneteenth /s/ Governor Juneteenth holiday to be same day as recognized by federal government.  TO DO: 
amend policies.

325 GRAMA - Records Classification /s/ Governor A public record includes “any record that documents a governmental entity’s receipt 
or expenditure of funds . . . [examples given]; exempt: prop tax exemption, deferral, 
etc.
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329 State Employee Maternity Leave /s/ Governor Watch to see if legislation expands to local government agencies.  Also, some 
districts may want to consider adopting same benefits (recovery 6 weeks, same for 
adoption, appt. as legal guardian applies, etc.).

330 Liability Limitations /s/ Governor Affirmative defense if conduct, omission or condition was authorized or required by 
governmental entity.

361 Elections /s/ Governor Use of candidate’s name or nickname.  Amends elections code to make district 
deadlines, etc. consistent with municipal deadlines, etc.  Rather than specific date, 
deadline will occur on a business day.

429 Special Districts

(UASD “cleanup” bill

/s/ Governor Initially, this bill was to provide a process for a special district to add a service, e.g., 
for a district that operates a sewer system to also provide culinary/secondary water.

As written (and passed) the bill provides mechanism for: (a) Salt Lake County to 
withdraw from a special district providing “first responder” services; and (b) for the 
county or a municipality to withdraw from a special district providing garbage disposal 
services.   

439 Water Planning /s/ Governor Effective 2028 special districts (as well as counties and municipalities) that impose a 
water exaction are required to adopt a written plan for determining future water needs. 

450 Data Privacy /s/ Governor Does not directly address special districts; continue to follow future legislation and 
rule making processes for districts’ maintenance and security of patrons’ data.

509 Wetlands Study /s/ Governor Requires Department of Natural Resources to complete a study of wetlands in 
counties of the first or second class and to make recommendations.  Study to focus 
on: how wetlands have changed or may change; reclassification of wetlands; impact 
on outdoor recreation including hunting and water quality in rivers and lakes adjacent 
to wetlands.

535 Disposition of Public Property /s/ Governor Enhanced requirements for local governments to dispose of public property (real 
property only), particularly relating to a “significant parcel” (>$500K) of real property; 
requires approval of disposal in a public meeting.  New §11-2-205 exempts from 
process the exchange of real property for “reasonably equivalent value” (agency to 
agency) or “roughly the same FMV if exchange is with a private entity.  §17B-1-103(8) 
requires compliance with new §11-1-101 et seq. 

END OF HOUSE BILLS (PASSED)

Bill No. Title/Subject Last Action Description/Comments
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SENATE BILLS

193 State Legal Holidays /s/ Governor Good Friday = legal holiday in Utah.  Government entity required to give high priority 
to employee’s request for leave on a state holy day.  TO DO: amend policies and 
manuals.

234 Rulemaking Amendments /s/ Governor Focus is on rules related to environmental health and waste management.  New or 
amendment rules not allowed if result would be to establish criteria or limitations “that 
are more stringent or extensive in scope, coverage, or effect than any federal law or 
regulation setting a standard regarding the same or a substantially similar topic.”  In 
absence of federal law on topic, new or amended rule requires consideration of all 
scientific and technical information relied on to support the rule is based upon the 
best available science and the weight of scientific evidence. 

284 Local Land Use /s/ Governor Similar to HB439  water exactions require plan for determining reasonable future water 
requirements.  Changes standard of review for denial or approval by a land use 
authority.

END OF SENATE BILLS (PASSED)

NOTABLE BILLS THAT FAILED

HB154 Water Loss Study Supported by UASD.  Require Division of Water Resources/Division of Drinking Water 
to conduct study of water loss by public water systems and report findings.  (Owens)

HB304 Cash Payments Would require that governmental agency accept cash payment if accept digital or card 
payment; agency allowed to require exact change.

HB328 Water Usage Would prohibit overhead spray irrigation for “non-functional” turf.

HB501 Water Modifications Secondary water supplier would be required to modify contracts to ensure 
compliance with metering and usage-based billing requirements of code. “Best 
efforts” to be used to modify contract entered before 7.1.25

HB511 Procurement Would allow rule for small purchase preference to “resident supplier.”  Amend 
approved vendor list process.  Scored procurements to add 10% points to resident 
supplier.

HB551 GRAMA Would prohibit individual who is a subject of a records request to participate in 
classification process.
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Notable:

Session Dates (General Session): January 20, 2026 through March 6, 2026 (45 days)

State Budget: $31.6 billion; sixth consecutive income tax reduction (this year = $101 million; dropping State rate to 4.45%

	 Also, additional child care credits passed (HB 290) saving parents, on average, ~ $388/year

Bills Introduced:

	 Total: 1,105; passed = 541; ~ 49%

	 House: 606; with 14 concurrent resolutions, 30 joint resolutions, 8 house resolutions. . . . = 658

	 Senate: 330 ; with 11 concurrent resolutions, 18 joint resolutions, 4 senate resolutions . . .  = 363

UASD Work:

	 32/44 supported bills passed; all “priority bills” passed; some of remaining 12 will be run in 2027

	 22/23 opposed bills did not pass.

	 Multiple “opposed” bills were amended or substituted

Effective Date: May 6, 2026

HB568 Impact Fee Limits Would limit maximum impact fee to $50,000 for a single public facility type.

HB570 New Home Impact Fees Would require impact fees for new single-family homes to be based on the number of 
plumbing fixtures.

SB64 Government Records Would require a summary of government records requirements to be developed and 
provided to employees of a governmental entity

SB245 Impact Fees Would require multiple impact fee service areas

SB306 Special Districts Withdrawal from first responder district in county of first class.  See HB429 above - 
passed.
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Year plans 
submitted Name Address/location

Total 
Connections Comments

2023 Midvale Mills Phase 2 264 E 8000 S 48 Still under construction 4/26
2023 Midvale Mills Phase 3 264 E 8000 S 11 No Construction yet 4/26
2022 Woodhaven 7635 S 300 E 24 8 unit complete, no occupancy 4/26
2023 Cottages at 7240 7240 S 525 E 4 units completed some occupied 4/26
2023 MADD Apartments 7488 S. Casa Blanca Dr 8 buildings under construction, no occupancy yet 4/26
2024 Torson Residence 972 E. Casa Roja St 1 building still under construction 4/26
2025 KV Larsen Sub 963 E. 8600 So. 8 Pipe & Manholes in building under construction 4/26
2024 Ottoson Duplex 461 E 7200 S 2 Still under Construction  4/26
2025 Trailside Reserve 6766 S. 300 E. 27 units still under construction 1/26
2025 Midvale Townhomes 7309 S. 180 W. 224 under construction, main line being installed 4/26
2025 Charlottes Fields Sub 6755 So Perrine Dr. 8 laterals connected units under construction 4/26
2025 Latitude 40 Sub 160 E. 7200 So. 18 Still under Construction 4/26
2025 Aaron Condos 7444 So State 28 buildings under construction 4/26
2025 Tate Wood Sub. 7800 So. 489 E. 1 Tied in lateral 4/26
2025 First Watch Restaurant 924 Fort Union Blvd 1 No Construction yet 4/26
2025 Office Building 7865 So 700 E 1 No Construction 4/26
2025 Sharp Sub 7615 So 120 E 3 Connections done/ Construction started 4/26
2026 Bordeaux Duplex 852 E Bordeaux Dr 2 construction started 4/26
2026 Take 5 Oil Changers 39 W 7200 S 1 Plans Received, No Construction Yet 4/26
2026 Lotus Embers 195 W 7200 S 106 Notified us they plan to develop in Jun-July 4/26
2026 Hubert Flag Lot 910 E 7800 S 1 notified of plan, no plans submitted yet 4/26

Total 527

Development in the District
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