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The Outdoor Recreation 
Economic Ecosystem

johna
Sticky Note
- Significance of the "Not Just Spending" mention?
- Is this only GDP measurement? 
-  Where is the value of the public land and an input?
- Where is the cost of the unintended consequences?



4/24

A Core Economic Sector

Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism analysis of Bureau of Economic Analysis data

Share of Utah’s GDP by Industry
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A Core Economic Sector

Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism analysis of Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bureau of Labor Statistics Data

Share of Utah’s Employment
by Industry
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A Core Economic Sector

Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism analysis of Bureau of Economic Analysis and Bureau of Labor Statistics Data
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Economic Contributions of the Central Wasatch

Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism analysis of USDA Forest Service data
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johna
Sticky Note
LEFT SIDE  Where are the costs that are indirect effects of the output?
RIGHT SIDE:  Does willingness to pay include free activities on public land?



Estimates using data from: Smith, J. W., & Lamborn, C. C. (2023). Outdoor recreation use of the Central Wasatch: Results from the 2021-2022 visitor use survey. Logan, Utah: Institute of Outdoor Recreation and 

Tourism. and inflation-adjusted region- and activity-specific consumer surplus estimates from Rosenberger, R. S., et al. (2017). Recreation economic values for estimating outdoor recreation economic benefits from the 
national forest system. Portland, OR: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Pacific Northwest Research Station.

Economic Benefits from the Central Wasatch
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johna
Sticky Note
Where are economic benefits of the Wasatch attracting people and business to Salt Lake City

Deterrents could be traffic (Red Snake), and air pollution (GSL)
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Drivers

•Access

•Uniqueness

•Quality

johna
Sticky Note
Drivers - what are definitions for Access, Uniqueness and Quality?
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Drivers

•Access

•Uniqueness

•Quality

Smith, J. W., & Lamborn, C. C. (2023). Outdoor recreation use of the 
Central Wasatch: Results from the 2021-2022 visitor use survey. 
Logan, Utah: Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism.
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Drivers

•Uniqueness



•Access

•Quality
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Drivers

•Uniqueness

Smith, J. W., Spernbauer, B., & Lamborn, C. C., & (2023). Outdoor recreation use and indicators 
of the ecological, physical, and social characteristics of recreation settings in the Central 
Wasatch: Phase 2 trail use report. Logan, Utah: Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism.
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Drivers

•Quality



•Access

•Uniqueness
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Drivers

•Quality

Spernbauer, B., Monz, C., D’Antonio, A., & Smith, J. W., & (2023). Factors influencing 

informal trail conditions: Implications for management and research in urban-proximate 

parks and protected areas. Landscape and Urban Planning, 231, 104661.



•Access

•Uniqueness
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Drivers

•Quality

Spernbauer, B., Monz, C., D’Antonio, A., & Smith, J. W., & (2023). Factors influencing 

informal trail conditions: Implications for management and research in urban-proximate 

parks and protected areas. Landscape and Urban Planning, 231, 104661.
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Urban Proximity – A Boon and Bane

Hollingshaus, M., et al. (2024). Utah state and county short-term planning projections, 
2024-2033. Salt Lake City, UT: Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute.
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Urban Proximity – A Boon and Bane

Smith, J. W., & Monz, C. (2024). Supply, demand, and fiscal sustainability of outdoor 
recreation in Utah. Logan, UT: Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism.

johna
Sticky Note
What is the significance of the unique line of the Wasatch NF?
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Congestion is an Economic Signal

Smith, J. W., & Monz, C. (2024). Supply, demand, and fiscal sustainability of outdoor 
recreation in Utah. Logan, UT: Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism.

Land Accessible for 
Outdoor Recreation

(thousands sq. mi.)
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Stewardship Investments



21/24

Stewardship InvestmentsSmith, J. W., & Trout, C. (2023). An overview of state 
funding for outdoor recreation and tourism in Utah.
Logan, UT: Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism.
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Stewardship InvestmentsSmith, J. W., & Trout, C. (2023). An overview of state 
funding for outdoor recreation and tourism in Utah.
Logan, UT: Institute of Outdoor Recreation and Tourism.

Smith, J. W. (2026). Public lands, private partners: The role of private industry in outdoor 
recreation on public lands in the Western U.S. In: B. Rensink (ed.). Outdoor Recreation 
History in the American West. (pp. xxx-xxx). University of Washington Press.

johna
Sticky Note
Build our canyon funding needs list into the concepts of this slide.
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