
 

 

 

Memorandum 

To:​ ​ Town Council 

From:​ ​ Thomas Dansie, Town Manager 

Date:​ ​ April 3, 2026 

Re:​ ​ Request to Treat Juniper Trees in the Anasazi Plateau Conservation Easement  

 

Elsewhere on this meeting agenda the Council will be considering adopting the Wildland Urban Interface 

Code (WUI Code). Among other things, the WUI Code requires property owners to provide “defensible 

space” around structures on their property. This defensible space requires vegetation to be treated to 

mitigate wildfire spread. This treatment involves removing limbs and foliage to a height of six feet off the 

ground, and ensuring the crown of trees are at least 10 feet away from a structure.  

 

The Common Area in the Anasazi Plateau subdivision is protected by a Conservation Easement (CE). The 

purpose of the CE is to protect the conservation value of the common area, specifically including the 

native vegetation. In general, conservation assets in the common area (including native vegetation) are 

to be left undisturbed. As the Holder of the easement, the Town is charged with ensuring the 

conservation values of the CE remain in place.  

 

In many cases, native vegetation in the CE is also within the defensible space area associated with 

structures on individual lots required by the WUI Code. 

 

The CE allows property owners to conduct certain activities in the CE which could have an impact on the 

conservation value of the property, but only after notice and approval from the Town. Specifically, 

sections 4.1(b) and 4.1(c) of the CE allow owners to maintain native vegetation, and to remove 

hazardous flora from the CE property. These sections could allow modification of natural vegetation 

necessary to comply with the WUI defensible space requirements. A property owner would first need to 

request approval from the Town to conduct such actions. The CE requires 30 days advance notice prior to 

the proposed action.  

 

To comply with the WUI code defensible space requirements, the many (perhaps the majority of) 

property owners in Anasazi Plateau will need to modify native vegetation in the CE. It would be 

cumbersome and inefficient for each of these property owners to make individual requests to modify 

native vegetation in the CE near their homes for the purpose of compliance with WUI code defensible 

space. The HOA has suggested the Council could make a blanket approval for homeowners to perform 

defensible space vegetation modification.  

 

The Council should consider whether or not making a blanket approval to modify vegetation in the CE for 

compliance with defensible space requirements is appropriate. If the Council decides to do so, staff 

recommends the following conditions be attached to the approval: 

 

 



 

-​ All vegetation modification must be performed by a licensed arborist or other qualified tree 

professional who has been briefed on WUI code defensible space requirements. 

-​ Only vegetation modification necessary for compliance with WUI code defensible space 

requirements is allowed. No other impact, modification, removal, or destruction of vegetation, 

whether deliberate or incidental, is permitted.  

-​ Prior to modifying any vegetation in the CE, a property owner must first submit a sketch plan of 

the proposed vegetation modification to the Community Development Department. The sketch 

plan must be of sufficient detail, clarity, and accuracy for the Community Development 

Department staff to determine which specific vegetation is proposed to be modified, and 

whether such modification is necessary for WUI code defensible space compliance.  

 

Staff notes some homeowners have already performed vegetation modification in the CE for fire 

mitigation purposes. At least one of these homeowners did so under threat of loss of homeowner’s 

insurance coverage. The homeowner’s insurance carrier gave a mandate and a deadline to modify 

vegetation for wildfire mitigation or the policy would have been cancelled. In order to comply with this 

deadline and maintain insurance coverage the homeowner could not give the required 30 day notice, 

nor wait for a Town Council meeting to present the request. As Town Manager, I approved this request, 

and granted an exemption from the required 30 day notice period (as is allowed by section 5.1 of the 

CE).  

 

The Town's past practice for approving requests for disturbance in the CE has been for the Town Council 

to review and approve them. The Town Council review has been the Town's practice, but the 

Conservation Easement does not require it. Because the CE is a significant conservation resource the 

Town Council review is appropriate and important, but not legally required. Given the urgent nature of 

the request to modify vegetation or lose homeowner’s insurance coverage, that practice was not 

practical in this case. Under these circumstances I approved the request to trim trees in the conservation 

easement for wildfire mitigation, to comply with the requirements of the wildland urban interface code, 

and to preserve homeowner’s insurance coverage. However, to be consistent with previous approvals to 

disturb the CE, I suggest the Council formally ratify this action.  

 

Council Action 

The Council should decide the following:  

 

1.​ Whether or not to grant a blanket approval to allow modification of native vegetation in the 

conservation easement for the purposes of WUI code defensible space compliance. If so, staff 

suggests the Council attach the conditions presented earlier in this report. 

2.​ Whether or not to formally ratify the Town Manager’s early approval of emergency vegetation 

modification to preserve homeowner’s insurance coverage.   

 


































































