
 
South Salt Lake City Council 

Work Meeting Agenda 
 

Public notice is hereby given that the South Salt Lake City Council will hold a Work Meeting on 
Wednesday, February 25, 2026 in the City Council Chambers, 220 East Morris Avenue, Suite 200, 
commencing at 6:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as possible.  
 
To watch the meeting live click the link below to join:  
https://zoom.us/j/93438486912  
 
Watch recorded City Council meetings at: youtube.com/@SouthSaltLakeCity 
 
Conducting: Council Chair Bynum  
 
Matters for Discussion: 

 
1. Community Renewable Energy Program     Crystal Makin  

 
2. Interview District 1 & District 5 Vacancy Candidates   Sharla Bynum    

  
 

Adjourn 
 
 
Posted February 20, 2026 

 
 
 

      Those needing auxiliary communicative aids or other services for this meeting should  
      contact Ariel Andrus at 801-483-6019, giving at least 24 hours’ notice. 
 
      In accordance with State Statute and Council Policy, one or more Council Members may be       
      connected electronically. 
 
 
Have a question or concern? Call the connect line 801-464-6757 or email connect@sslc.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/93438486912&sa=D&source=calendar&ust=1690381299839112&usg=AOvVaw1Q7Zop0qtXQMI1guLVag7L
https://www.youtube.com/@SouthSaltLakeCity












Utah Renewable Communities
Background, Overview, and Status



Outline
• Context: Electric utilities and clean energy in Utah

• What is Utah Renewable Communities (URC)?

• What will the proposed URC program look like for customers?

• URC program development process

• South Salt Lake City Q&A



Electric utilities in Utah

• There are different types of utilities in Utah
• Rocky Mountain Power (RMP), a Division of 

PacifiCorp, serves the majority of the State with 
80% of electricity sales

• RMP is a regulated, investor-owned utility 
and is the only provider for communities 
like South Salt Lake City

• Options for additional clean energy sources 
remain limited for RMP customers

Rocky Mountain Power - Utah Service Territory



What is URC?

• URC is a coalition of 19 cities and counties
pioneering a new option for clean energy for 
homes and businesses in our communities

• Development of the URC program is possible 
thanks to the Utah Community Renewable 
Energy Act passed in 2019 (since changed to 
Community "Clean" Energy Act)

• The primary goal is to drive the development of 
new clean energy at scale

• This goal will be accomplished by acquiring 
clean energy to match 100% of energy 
consumed on an annual basis



Who is involved?
19 communities:
• Ogden
• Summit County
• Coalville
• Emigration Canyon
• Salt Lake County
• Salt Lake City
• Oakley
• Millcreek
• Holladay
• Park City
• Kearns
• Cottonwood Heights
• Francis
• Alta
• Midvale
• Castle Valley
• Grand County
• Moab
• Springdale

Key stakeholders:
Utility and regulatory stakeholders:
• RMP / PacifiCorp
• Utah State Legislature
• Utah Public Service Commission
• Office of Consumer Services
• Division of Public Utilities
Additional input from:
• Utility assistance program 

implementers
• Clean energy advocates
• Community members
• And more!



Why develop this new clean energy option?
• Scale: we have a unique opportunity to drive investment in new clean energy at scale since URC 

represents about 25% of RMP's electricity sales in Utah

• Choice: the URC program offers homes and businesses in our communities a new option for where 
their electricity comes from through RMP

• Investment: clean energy investment supports jobs and economies, often in rural areas

• Health and environment: clean energy helps to avoid pollution from other energy sources



How would this work?

• The clean energy counting towards the URC program is proposed to come from both existing 
clean energy on the grid plus new clean energy projects built to serve URC customers

• These resources are and will be part of the PacifiCorp grid

• The URC program is in collaboration with RMP, and all URC participants remain RMP customers



What will the proposed URC program look like for 
customers?
• URC customers remain RMP customers receiving reliable power

• URC customers will be automatically enrolled in the URC program with 
the choice to opt-out

• There will be no cost to opt-out initially, after that, there will be a fee to 
terminate participation

• The URC board's position is that the program increase the average 
household's electric bill by no more than $3-4/month

• Qualifying low-income customer* provisions:
• Ongoing outreach and engagement
• Monthly bill credit to cover the monthly increase
• Waived termination fee (if they decide to opt-out later in the program)
• Like all customers, can always choose to opt-out

8

Cost to participate 
& credit if low-

income

Information 
about the 
program

ELECTRIC 
BILL

*These provisions will apply to customers enrolled in RMP Schedule 3 Home Electric Lifeline Plan (HELP)



Net-100% 
Resolution 
Adopted

23 communities 
adopted

Established net-
100% goal for 
initial Program 
eligibility. No 

longer required

Governance 
Agreement 

Signed

19 communities 
signed

Maintains eligibility 
and outlines URC 

interlocal cooperative 
arrangement and 

governance structure

Utility 
Agreement 

Signed

All communities sign 
& RMP to sign

Outlines roles and 
responsibilities to 
take effect upon 

program approval 
and launch

Program 
Application 
Submitted

Filed by RMP with 
significant URC 

involvement

Details how URC 
program will work, 
including projected 
rates to participate

Program 
Approval 

Utah PSC reviews 
and rules on URC 

Program

Program approved, 
changed, or denied 

and initial rates 
finalized

Participation 
Ordinance

Each community 
adopts Program

Within 90 days of 
PSC approval, 

decide whether to 
adopt approve 

program

Utah legislature 
and PSC

Established
requirements & 
defined pathway 

to develop 
program

Enabling 
Legislation and 
Rules Adopted 

2019 Mar-Dec 2019 2021 – 2024 2023 - 2024
Nov 2024; 

Jan and Jun 2025
As soon as 
Jan. 2026

Within 90 days 
of approval

URC program development process



Estimated 2026 URC Timeline

PSC 
deliberation 

following Dec 
2025 hearings

URC program 
approval by 

PSC

Communities 
decide whether 

to adopt 
ordinance

RMP preps 
billing system

Notices are 
sent to 

customers

Program goes 
live (revenue 

begins)

Additional details:
• At the same time, the URC will wrap up negotiations with project developers and work with 

RMP to bring the final selected clean energy project to the PSC for approval and finalization 
of how the project will be "valued" in the PacifiCorp system

• Following program revenue beginning, there will be a no cost opt out period that is 
proposed to last three billing cycles or approximately 100 days

90 days 5 months 60 days ~Jan 2027?



Can new communities join URC?
• The short answer is no, not currently, but possibly in the future

• HB 411 originally required that participating communities adopt a resolution by no later than 
December 31, 2019, with a stated goal of "achieving an amount equivalent to 100% of the 
annual electric energy supply for participating customer from a renewable energy resource by 
2030"

• In 2024, the Legislature expanded the types of qualifying energy sources beyond renewables to 
include energy efficiency, demand response, grid management/energy storage, carbon capture, 
and nuclear fuel

• They also removed the requirement to adopt the net-100% renewable electricity resolution, 
allowing new communities to join URC

• Midvale was able to join after these changes through pathway established by URC Resolution 24-05

• Remaining issues:
• Enabling statute requires that the program ordinance be adopted "within 90 days" of PSC program approval
• Existing participating communities would need to agree on the terms of participation and how program 

costs are distributed – i.e., there is an equity issue for communities that have already contributed to program 
development

• Goal for now is to achieve PSC program approval and acquire the first program resources to 
ensure early success, then address bringing on new communities as allowed



We received the following questions from South Salt 
Lake City prior to today's presentation:

Q1: Is the $0.70 surcharge to cover low-income assistance credits in the $3-4/month rate or is this an 
additional charge?
A1: The $0.70 is a "not to exceed" threshold established by the URC Board and is in addition to the monthly 
program rate for participating customers

Q2: If a resident moves into the city after the program has already been adopted, do they receive the 3-month 
termination fee waiver period? Are they automatically opted into the program?
A2: The resident would be subject to a 60-day noticing period beginning on the day they contact RMP to 
request service during which they will receive two notices with instructions for opting out. They will face no 
termination fee for opting out during the 60-day noticing period and will otherwise become a participating 
customer after the noticing period (i.e., they do not receive an additional 3-month waiver period).

Q3: How does this work for renters? If a renter pays their own utility bill, how can they participate? What 
happens with tenant turnover?
A3: Renters who pay their own utility bill will be treated the same as any other residential customer with the 
same noticing and opt-out conditions. If the apartment owner pays the electricity bills, participation would be 
at the apartment owner's discretion and compensation for participation expenses would be a matter of 
negotiation between the landlord and renter. Put simply, URC participation status is about the 
electricity customer, not the dwelling or unit.



Questions from SSLC (continued):
Q4: Who receives Production Tax Credits (PTCs)? Is it the developer of the project or URC?
A4: PTCs would flow to developers or their financers and would influence the prices they are able to 
offer in contract negotiations with RMP, which – in turn – would affect the net program costs and, 
ultimately, program rates.

Q5: The main concern from the SSLC City Council is how this program would impact 
residents financially.
A5: The URC Board has included several safeguards in the program's design to ensure that costs are 
fair and reasonable and to avoid the shifting of costs/benefits from participants to non-participants:

•10% cap on rate impacts unless a super-majority of the URC Agency votes to surpass
•$0.70 cap on low-income assistance surcharge to non-Schedule 3
•$3-4 monthly fee target for average residential customer
•Program resources acquired incrementally via a competitive process and in measured tranches to 
match development and participation levels
•Ongoing participation in PSC rate adjustment proceedings



Questions from SSLC (continued):
Q6: What is the difference between an "anchor community" and other communities? What additional responsibilities and 
benefits does an anchor community have? What is the additional cost to be an anchor community? Are only anchor 
communities eligible to serve as board officers?

A6:

• Following passage of HB 411 and adoption of the program's administrative rules, 23 communities developed an 
Interlocal Agreement to establish the Agency and estimated a budget need of $700k to be split among the 
communities based on population and electric load. Since participation of all 23 communities wasn't guaranteed, 
"anchor communities" volunteered to cover any budget gap left by participating community attrition.

• When the enabling statute was amended in 2024 to allow additional communities to participate, financial 
contributions of new communities were again based on population and electric load. There was no anchor 
community component for new communities. 

• Voting is based on simple majority of members present, unless a community calls for a weighted vote (and that 
call is seconded); then a weighted vote would consider the financial contribution each community has made to the 
Agency. To date, we have never had a weighted vote, and with a PSC decision imminent, we don't expect to use 
this voting provision. After a PSC decision, voting will be based on members present and may also be based on 
participating load in the program.

• All communities that join URC appoint one primary board member and one Alternate. All communities have a 
vote, and all board members are eligible to serve as a board officer.



Learn more and follow the URC

• All meeting materials are posted to the Utah Public Notice website
• @UtahRenewableCommunities on Instagram, Facebook, YouTube
• Online at https://www.utahrenewablecommunities.org/
• Subscribe to the URC e-newsletter





























































Darlene McDonald 
 

 
Darlene@darlenemcdonald.com 

 
 

City of South Salt Lake  

City Council District 5 

January 28, 2026 

 

 
RE: South Salt Lake District 5 Vacancy 

 

 
Dear Honorable members of the South Salt Lake City Council, 

 

 
I hope this letter finds you well. This is to inform you that I have submitted the application to fill the vacancy left by my 

District 5 Councilmember, Paul Sanchez.   

 

Many of you know me from my campaign to represent Utah Forth Congressional District. During that campaign, I 

stated the case that no matter what your political party’s affiliation, when elected, it is your job to represent all people. 

That is especially true for nonpartisan local elections such as this one. 

 

South Salt Lake has earned the moniker, ‘City of the Move’ because ours, is a city that sees consistent growth. When I 

purchased my town home in 2010, I was the first buyer in a new development near Meadowbrook Trax Station. That 

community quickly grew to about 10 multi-family units that were predominately owner-occupied. Today, there’s even 

more development around me that includes commercial space, restaurants, businesses, single-family homes, and 

mixed-use properties. South Salt Lake lives up to its name. 

 

Professionally, my resume will show that I've spent decades employed in information technology for Fortune 500 

multinational companies in the technology, healthcare, and financial industries. My career involves finding and 

implementing real solutions. This is the experience I bring with me to the city council.  

 

My passion is public service, which allows me to use my voice and platform to advocate for the civil, social and human 

rights of all communities. I serve on various Boards whose mission statements includes these objectives.  

 

South Salt Lake has a high, diverse immigrant population, with approximately 19.2% to 21.2% of residents being 

foreign-born. Our diversity is our strength. This is what drew me to buy my home here. 

 

I love my community and my neighbors. It would be a privilege to represent them on the city council. I’m confident that, 

if appointed to fill this seat, I will successfully fill the void resulting from the absence of its previous council member.   

 

Therefore, I submit my resume for consideration. If selected, I promise to work with all members of the council for the 

benefit of South Salt Lake. 

 
Best regards, 

Darlene McDonald 
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