
Public Safety & Responsible 
Development

The Cost of Deferred Accountability 
A formal public safety request to the Draper City Council
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From mining rights to personal property, Utah is a "freedom state" that is fiercely pro-business — and that's a good thing. Our 

pro-growth policies have built one of the strongest, most recession-resilient economies in the country. But the other side of that 

coin is that municipal governments are constrained from holding developers accountable for the good of the community.

State-Protected Mining
Draper City sought to regulate development at the Point of the 

Mountain, but absent a negotiated settlement, its options were 

constrained by state laws that can prioritize mining interests over 

local impacts; city leaders should be commended for reaching a 

resolution not impacted by future changes to Utah Code § 

1741101 and 501 et seq.

Privately Engineered Risk
Developers rely on private expert approvals to justify building on 

hazardous terrain, while Utahʼs land-use laws—backed by vested 

rights doctrine and the Constitutionʼs Takings Clause—limit city 

discretion and shift legal and financial risk onto municipalities 

when denying ‘claimedʼ compliant projects.

Freedom to Build, Forbidden to Stop



2022
Unpermitted Construction
Constructed without permit in 
2022 Google Earth, dated).

Sept 25, 2025

Official Notice
Draper Planning explicitly 

notifies the applicant that the 
structure exceeds the 5-foot 

height maximum and is 
completely illegal.

Oct '25 – Mar '26

Refusal to Comply
The developer ignores 
mandated revisions, 

maintaining the hazard 
directly on the City's Public 

Utility and Drainage 
Easement.

Present Day

Active Hazard
The sign persists unmitigated. 

The City remains on formal 
notice of a potentially 

dangerous road condition.

Documented Defiance
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This is a scenario where the City has authority. The developer has constructed a freestanding 8-foot sign, in a prohibited 

location, operating in open defiance of the Cityʼs own permit process. The city has already notified the developer that 

constructing without permit allows action at the developers risk per DCMC 926050

The requirement to obtain a sign permit prior to installation is not only current law, but was reaffirmed and amended by Draper City as recently as February 17, 2026 
under Ordinance No. 1701. It is the clear intent of the city to enforce the code as written. 



When walking, running, cycling - pedestrians cannot see cars 

approaching the intersection.

When observing traffic, I have never seen a single car stop at 

the actual stop sign because drivers physically cannot see 

around the structure.

As the visual evidence demonstrates, a high-seated 

commercial garbage truck driver cannot see over the 8-foot 

sign. They roll past the stop sign blindly.

Neighbors Should NOT Have to Guess If It's Safe to Cross
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Though personally unable to confirm the 12ʼby12ʼ triangle 

referenced on the permit, the physical reality is undeniable.

The Sign appears closer to 12’ than the 
ʻ8 feet’ on the permit 

Draper City Contractor blocked sightline 3/20/2026



This single code violation generates risk factors across multiple stakeholder groups. Three Draper Schools: Summit, 

Corner Canyon HS, and Draper Park Middle School cause this road to be used heavily by children, as pedestrians.  There 

are already laws on the books that allow Draper City to take immediate action. 

FORMAL REQUEST We respectfully request the Council direct Code Enforcement to execute their absolute 

authority to abate this unpermitted hazard and clear the public right-of-way immediately. 

Intersection Risk
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The Broken Window
Visible signs of unaddressed violations—like an illegal 

8-foot wall on a city easement—create an environment 

that invites further, more severe code violations.

When enforcement is inconsistent or constrained, it 

signals to developers that the limits of our rules can be 

tested—and potentially pushed further over time. We 

simply canʼt allow our rules to ignored or evaded.

"Draper is OPEN for business, 
but NOT open to be taken 
advantage of."
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Appendix: Permit Screenshot


