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Events Advisory Commission
Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 12, 2026

ROUGH DRAFT 

Place: Orem City Center, 56 North State Street, City Council Conference Room
Time:  4:00 p.m. to  5:30 p.m.
Link: https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4 
In Attendance: Ashley Shumay (Chair) Kami Burgess (Vice Chair) (zoom), Christie Ekins, Rodney Gardner,  Debby Lauret, Suzanne Whitaker, Paula Pilivi (zoom), Taylor Fox, Madisen McArthur, Kenice Whitaker, Sydney Bailey, Bryce Merrill, Crystal Muhlestein, Peter Wolfley, Paula Pilivi (zoom), Krista Tate (zoom) Jill Winder 
Absent/Excused: Ashlie Mann, Krista Tate, Jeff  Lambson, Jill Winder  
Guests: Alan Anderson  
 Welcome/Introductions: https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=17
Ashley Shumway (Chair) welcomed everyone to the March meeting. We would like to welcome two new members to the commission. They are Madisen McArther and Suzanne Whitaker. They each took a moment to tell a few things about themselves. We are so glad that you have joined our commission and willing to serve.    
[bookmark: _Hlk219204171]Approval of the Minutes of February 12, 2026: https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=159
Ashley Shumway asked for a motion to approve the February 12, 2026 meeting minutes. Christie Ekins motioned for approval of the minutes with Ashley Shumway seconding the motion. All other attending voting committee members, Kami Burgess, Paula Pilivi, Rodney Gardner, Taylor Fox, Suzette, Whitaker, and Madisen McArthur unanimously accepted the November meeting minutes. Minutes Approved.  
City Updates:  https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=186
             Grand Marshal Acceptance:  This year’s Grand Marshal will be Gove Allen. He is currently the President of the Colonial Heritage Festival and will be receiving the award on the behalf of the organization. activities. They will be celebrating their twentieth year doing the Colonial Festival.   
Oremfest Applications Update:  https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=257
Sydney Bailey informed the commission members that the Food and Boutique vendor application is now closed. The decisions and notifications will be decided next week. The Stage Entertainment is closed and will be reviewed by the Arts Council and Debby Lauret next week. The rest of the applications are still open but will close mid-April.  

Commission Updates:
             Boutiques: https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=368
Sydney Bailey stated that the boutique committee met last week and went through the applications to determine who will be extended an invitation to be a vendor this year. This year it will be a mixture of old and new. 
Cars Show: https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=428
Rodney Gardner started by showing the commission members the flyer with information about the Car Show. The Model A Club is donating a recognition plaque to give away at the event. Harbor Freight will be making a larger dollar sum of in-kind donations this year. 
Discussion Items: https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=695
Spirit of Orem Nominations and Selection: 
Five names were presented for the Spirit of Orem nominations. After a discussion there were three the commission members who wanted to extend the Spirit Award too. If only two accepted, we would just recognize the two. Ashley Shumway motioned for accepting three nominations to be awarded the Spirit Award with Rodney Gardner motioned to accept the three names with Debby Lauret seconding. All other commission voted unanimously.   
Review Action Commitments:  https://youtu.be/N5xTSZn2Jt4?t=1859
Kenice Whitaker lead the commission members through the assignments for Oremfest, including responsibilities for food tents, food contests (hot dog and pie eating), boutiques, parade escorts, car show, kids crafts, baby contest, Orchard’s Jam, parade, etc.  
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be on Thursday, April 16th one week later, due to Alpine School District Spring Break, 4:00 p.m. at the Orem City Center. 

Adjournment: Ashley Shumway asked for a motion for adjournment. Rodney Gardner motioned to adjourn with Ashley Shumway All other committee members voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting. See you in April!
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