Pine Valley Special Service District Meeting
March 11, 2026


Pine Valley Special Services District
Meeting Minutes - PENDING
Pine Valley Fire Station, 680 East Main Street, Conference Room
Wednesday, March 11, 2026

Board Members: 			Bob Dalley, Chairman
Emily Neilson, Vice-Chair
Mark Owens
Steve Shakespeare (via Zoom)
					
PVSSD Assistants: 			Rick Peetz, Clerk (via Zoom)
Teri Forbes, Treasurer

Fire Chief:				Robert Hardy (via Zoom)

Others: 				Frank Davie
					Duane Krohn
					Audrey Krohn
					Jody McDonald
					Jill McDonald
					Rick Foster
					Kendall Sullivan
					Jeff Gardner
					Larry Gardner
					Hal Shillander
					Janya Shillander
					John Robson
					Lisa Sloan
					Rob Nodine
					Tom Nielsen
					Toni Rose
Marc Rose 
Brad Esposito
Bob Dalley

1. Welcome – Chairman Bob Dalley.

Chair Bob Dalley called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.  

2. Meeting Minutes.

A. Approval of the February 11, 2026, PVSSSD Meeting Minutes.

Mark Owens identified modifications to the minutes which were incorporated.  
Emily Neilson moved to APPROVE the minutes of February 11, 2026, as amended.  Mark Owens seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Board.    

3. U.S. Forest Service Report – Joe Rechsteiner.

The above item was postponed to a future date.  

4. Update on Flooding and Mitigation Efforts – Mark Owens.

Mark reported that logging operations will commence next week.  He stressed the importance of staying out of the campground area.  In accordance with the tree planting contract, work will begin on March 28 and focus on the north side of the Recreation Area and the canal.  80,000 seedling trees will be planted. Additional search crews are working in the Recreation Area, cleaning the culverts and ditches.  There will be upcoming service opportunities that the community can be involved with.  The U.S. Forest Service has submitted a Disaster Recovery request that is in process.  Seasonal workers are being hired, and the reservoir work is on hold until it dries out.  Work was expected to resume in the near future.  

The Emergency Watershed Protection (“EWP”) project was discussed.  The permits for the environmental work are under review.  Four agencies are involved in reviewing environmental permits, including the Environmental Protection Agency (“EPA”), the Division of Water Resources, and the Army Corps of Engineers.  The National Resources Conservation Service (“NRCS”) has approved all of the drawings and specifications.  It was expected to go out to bid in April.   Construction was expected to take 90 days to complete from May 1 to August 1.  

The application for funding has been submitted to include sediment and debris removal around the Dean Gardner campground area and in Central near the diversion for the irrigation company.  The County hired Bryce Christensen Excavation to clean up some of the problem areas as well.  The work is currently in the application stage.  Mark reported that Washington County is also looking to draw money from the $1,000,000 in recreation funds to clean up and reconstruct the reservoir.  It was acknowledged that the U.S. Forest Service is involved in the project.  

Mark reported that a service project is scheduled to take place at the Heritage Center on March 26 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m.  The work will involve picking up pine needles, pruning apple trees, and cleaning ditches.  At least 10 volunteers were sought and were asked to bring hoses, crates, shovels, pruners, and wheelbarrows.   Teri was asked to post the event on Nextdoor.

Duane Krohn asked if those who lost trees in the fire can purchase new ones from the U.S. Forest Service.  Mark was not sure but stated that the Dinner Committee has discussed that the U.S. Forest Service will allow five-foot trees to be planted south of the homes that were lost at a cost of $145 each.  Those wanting full-grown trees were asked to provide him with their contact information.  It was noted that the cost of the trees includes planting.  

5. Report on Work Taking Place on the Dam – Mark Owens.

Mark reported that there has been a focus on several areas including Pole Creek Canyon, which is the drainage area on the east side of the Brandin’ Iron near Meadow View Drive.  Chair Dalley mentioned that Mark also serves on the Washington County Planning Commission and is well aware of what is taking place in the County.  He appreciated Mark’s efforts in helping to remediate what is taking place in the community.  

Larry Gardner was present and serves on the Water Board.  Larry reported that the spring is up and flowing at 1,300 gallons per minute.  The well was to be test pumped soon.  It was noted that they drilled down 600 feet and hit water at 260 feet.  

Emily asked what the lack of a dam will mean in terms of irrigation this season.  Mr. Gardner stated that the dam was just for aesthetics and the water company has no rights to it.  Whatever went into the dam came out of the lake and, unfortunately the water company has no access to that storage.  Their diversion is still under sand and is being worked on.

6. Review of Letters from the SSD Board and Fire Chief to Go Out with the Annual Fire Assessments.

Chair Dalley reported that two letters will go out with the Annual Fee Assessment from the two boards and the Fire Chief.  He noted that the policies under the budget process include assessments that have not been changed in two years.  Those include residential homes that are assessed at $250 per year, vacant lots at $100 per year, and commercial and short-term rentals at $475 per year.  

Chair Dalley recommended that the Fire Chief’s letter include his name and title at the bottom.  Rick agreed to make that change.  He also added the names of all board members to the second letter.  The letters stood approved and will go out with the assessments the first part of April.  Chair Dalley expressed appreciation for the community’s support of the Fire Department.  

7. Update on Business Venmo Account – Rick Peetz.

Chair Dalley reported that when assessments are sent, an increasing number of people want to pay via Venmo.  Rick reported that he obtained the phone discussed at the last meeting and he and Chief Hardy have been working to set up the business account.  He expected that to be completed very soon.  

Emily asked if there is a credit card option for people to pay their assessments.  Rick stated that there is currently no credit card option.  Emily noticed that the Northwest Service District recently added a credit card option to its website that is run through the state.  She wondered if that was something that should be considered for next year.  She noted that the state may have some type of financial infrastructure in place.  The system automatically sends a receipt, which provides better tracking than Venmo.  Rick saw a letter that was put out and stated that a service fee is charged in order to use it.  He agreed that it would be good to look into.

Chair Dalley noted that the phone that was obtained can be used with the ambulance.  The Zoll monitor can now transmit vital sign data over the cell phone as the ambulance is transporting a patient.

8. Local Governments Trust Training – Allen Cannon.

The above matter was moved to next month’s agenda.  

9. Discussion of HB-48 – Chair Dalley.

Chair Dalley reported that House Bill (“HB”) 48 was passed by Utah State Legislature last year and the effective date may have been postponed.  The bill is titled Wildland Interface Modifications.  Pine Valley is part of the Wildland Interface, which mandates risk assessments of homes in high-risk areas.   The law requires homeowners to have a risk assessment conducted by an independent group.  That information is then passed on to property insurers.  Chair Dalley’s understanding was that the legislation intends to manage and mitigate higher property insurance costs and/or cancellations.  The intention, implications, and impact of the law are not completely understood but more information was expected to be forthcoming.  

Emily reported that the website specifies that the bill will not go into effect until 2027 but does not give a specific date.  

Deputy Fire Chief/Training Officer, Marc Rose, reported that Bridgette Butynski from Washington County and Heber Heyder have offered to make a presentation in Pine Valley.  

10. Fire Department Report – Deputy Fire Chief, Marc Rose.

Deputy Chief Rose presented the Fire Department Report and stated that last month there were 12 calls.  66 response hours were reported along with 185 training hours and 131 other hours.  Training hours include Thursday or outside trainings.  Other hours include vehicle and station maintenance.  So far this year, there have been a total of 382 volunteer hours reported .  During this same time period in 2025, there were 748 volunteer hours, and in 2026 there were 649 hours.  The difference was attributed to having done RT-130 last year in February, which equates to around 100 manhours.  This year it takes place in March and those hours will be reported at the next meeting.  

The new ambulance is now in service.  It is a 2008 four-wheel drive ambulance that the department received from Enterprise and can go anywhere in the valley.  The new ambulance was put into service on February 19 and the station received its first call on February 20.  The ambulance has 87,000 miles on it and a rebuilt motor with about 10,000 miles.  Deputy Chief Rose felt fortunate to have the new ambulance.  He reported that the old ambulance was returned to Enterprise.  

Chair Dalley commented that one advantage to Pine Valley having its own ambulance is that it saves time in transporting patients rather than waiting for an ambulance to come from Central or Enterprise.  Deputy Chief Rose also noted that it saved the department $150,000 by not having to purchase a new one.  He expected the ambulance to serve the community for the next five to 10 years.  

Deputy Chief Rose expressed pride in the firehouse, which is clean and organized.  He was grateful for a recent donation from an anonymous citizen of tables, chairs, bookshelves, couches, desks, etc. 

Bob Bailey, Brad Esposito, and Gunn Wastlund were thanked for their work installing the new lights in the bays.  Emily asked that going forward the exterior lighting on the firehouse be downlit to be in compliance with the night sky requirements contained in the Overlay Zone.  Chief Hardy expected compliant lighting to be installed this year.    

Deputy Chief Rose reported that the department has three new members.  Chair Dalley commended the department for their hard work and diligent training.  

It was noted that there are 110 vacant lots in the Valley and 575 homes.  There are 218 water reservations with none remaining.  

11. Clerk and Treasurer’s Reports (February) – Rick Peetz and Teri Forbes.

Treasurer, Teri Forbes, presented the Treasurer’s Report and indicated that she reconciled the bank accounts and found all to be in order.  

Clerk Rick Peetz presented the Clerk’s Report and described activity into and out of the accounts.  

Emily Neilson moved to APPROVE the January Clerk’s Report and the February Clerk and Treasurer’s Reports.  The motion was seconded by Mark Owens .  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Board.

12. Update on County Audit – Chair Dalley, Rick and Teri.

Chair Dalley reported on the County Audit and stated that he, Rick, and Teri have been working with Susan Lewis to answer questions.  The findings are currently under review.  

13. Update on Community Center Meeting with County – Allen Cannon.

Work with the County on a community center was described.  Discussions were ongoing.  

14. Citizen Requests.

There were no citizen requests.

15. Other Business.

There was no Other Business.

16. Adjournment.

Mark Owens moved to ADJOURN.  The motion was seconded by Emily Neilson.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Board.

The meeting adjourned at 7:47 PM.

The next PVSSD meeting will be on Wednesday, April 8, 2026.
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