


Milford City Council Meeting 
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 4:00 PM
Milford City Hall, 26 South 100 West
Milford, Utah 84751


Members Present: Mayor Nolan Davis, Council Members Russell Smith, Les Whitney, Scott Symond and Tayson Willis.

Absent: Ian Spaulding
 
Staff: City Administrator Makayla Bealer, City Recorder Monica Seifers, Attorney Leo Kanell, Foreman Benjamin Stewart.

Visitors (Official Roster):  Chancey Carter, Russ Long, Shawn Dickens, Ken Milne, Jordan Erickson, Jeramie and Sara McDermott, Darin Malchus, Lynae Malchus, Stephanie Boose, Jeff Harkness, Bryon McCarty, Becky McCarty, Terry Wiseman, Matt Streeter, Heather Sherwood

Call to Order
Mayor Davis called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m. followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Conflicts of Interest   - none declared

Visitors 
a. Russ Long and Chancey Carter – Fervo Energy discuss project (street pavement) 
Mr. Long presented a land sale that will be official this Friday. They are expecting a groundbreaking ceremony mid-March. They are putting in an office north of town. He provided a presentation of the rendering with the main office, storage shop, and possible housing (attached). Housing is not approved so they are not moving forward with that yet. They want to be as transparent as possible during the process. Landscaping will mirror what the hospital has done for continuity. 

Their main concern is the paving of the road (900 North – Copper Road), that will require a lot of maintenance to the city while requiring substantial upfront costs to Fervo, which could prevent the project. 

Mayor Davis – thanked Russ for everything Fervo has done for the community since day one stating there has been a lot of collaboration. Moving forward he sees that continuing and improving. The agenda included the discussion of Copper Road under New Business, which can be visited now. Zoning Administrator Thompson presented the zoning review that was conducted in house to address the project (attached). 

History – three parcels west of hospital. Fervo is proposing to build an office and housing for executives. She reviewed the development requirements, which include a Main Water Line extension as well as private laterals and fire protection. Sewer Line extension will also have to be done. It currently sits on the east side of 257, at their cost they will have to take the 8” sewer line to the property along with private lateral line installment. 

Other improvements include: 
Storm drainage and landscaping ; Street Lights; Sidewalk Curb and Gutter along the entire frontage of the property and length of the parcels along 900 North; Road improvements – our code requires street improvements to be installed the entire length of the property to the center line of the road. The idea behind that is each property on either side of the street would do the asphalt improvements to the center line of the road. 900 North presents a few issues where it borders the city and county limits. The property to the north is in the county so they would never be required to put in the road to the north. Mapping indicates that the road lies within the Fervo property so the city would want to request a 60-foot easement. 

Lisa reviewed state code and found exaction code. An exaction is a required contribution to a government entity imposed as a condition to approval of a proposed land use development. That could be infrastructure, public improvements, connection fees, etc. Exactions may be imposed on development provided that it meets “rough proportionality” both in nature and extent.  This basically means that the city cannot over ask for these improvements if it is not going to exceed the impact of their development is going to have. Their proposed office building will not have a large impact with 5-10 vehicles a day on average. The housing, if they go through with it, will not be a full time use so the traffic impact will be minimal as well. 

Are we requiring this development to fund infrastructure that benefits existing and future non-city users? This road borders the city limits; the north side is in county limits. This road serves the county residents that live out there, the gun club, and then Martin Marietta being a high impact user with their truck traffic. Foreman Stewart’s analysis was that half roads are difficult to maintain. Heavy traffic concerns to the durability of the pavement due to the heavy equipment that is already utilizing it. The ongoing maintenance obligations to the city are also a concern. Attorney Kanell’s analysis was that 900 North is currently a gravel road, normally requiring the landowners to pave the street as part of the development to the end of their property. The north side of  900 North is not within the city boundaries so the city cannot require landowners to pay for half of the street improvements. The proportionality test -  Attorney Kanell came back with these requirements do not pass the Dolan test or the Utah Code requirement as the exaction for a paved street would cost much more than the proportional impact of the development. He also noted that the road is currently used mostly for commercial use and county residents so those users would not be paying anything for the maintenance of the upgraded road. 

Lisa provided her recommendation – based on the legal analysis, projected traffic patterns, proportionality requirements under Utah State Code, and the minimal impact this development is expected to generate, requiring  street improvements along the full length of 900 North at this time could exceed what is reasonably attributable to the impacts created by the project. In other words, it may not meet the “roughly proportional” standard. Her recommendation is based on this specific data and documented impacts associated with this proposal. The projected traffic generation and limited scale of development simply do not support requiring road improvements. If this were a larger development generating substantial traffic impacts, she would support requiring roadway improvements consistent with the nature and extent of the impacts created. 

That said, there are alternatives the Council may want to discuss and consider to ensure we are doing what is best for Milford City. One option would be a deferred improvement agreement. The council could enter into an agreement that if the land to the north of 900 North is ever annexed into the city and developed, street improvements would be required at that time. This would ensure that improvements are construction when impacts are directly tied to development on both sides of the roadway. Another option, based on conversations Mayor Davis has had with UDOT, would be to require the developer to asphalt approximately 30 to 40 feet of the approach on 900 North. This targeted improvement would help eliminate mud and debris from being tracked onto the state highway, addressing an immediate safety and maintenance concern without requiring full roadway construction. 

Moving forward, Fervo will need to work with UDOT on the improvements along the highway as they have jurisdiction over the requirements. Matt Rhodes would be the contact. A site plan will be required by the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

Mayor Davis recommended not requiring a half-oiled road at this time expressing his concerns with the access by the county residents and industrial use of the road. The city mag chlorides the gravel road every year. Eventually, if it is required, the city can look at doing a chip and seal to maintain rather than oil the road. He feels it is best not to have them do the road, and sit down and come up with some agreements. He can’t speak for the council but that is his suggestion. 

Mr. Long cited they will work with the city to do whatever they need to do on maintenance of the road. He is confident they can come to an agreement. 

Council Members Symond and Whitney supported Mayor Davis with not requiring road improvements at this time. Council Member Willis asked about the approach recommendation. Mr. Long felt it was a good approach but still an unexpected expense that they were not planning on. He wanted to discuss it with his prime contractor and see what that looks like. He is anticipating that there will be things UDOT may require that they aren’t aware of yet so he is hesitant to say yes, but if they can make it work, they will. Mayor Davis clarified that it was not a requirement at this point, just a recommendation from the local UDOT. It was a casual conversation, we don’t know what requirements will be from them. Mayor Davis recommended Fervo proceed with working with Lisa on the Planning and Zoning. 

Attorney Kanell reiterated that there was an existing road and the city has a prescriptive easement. We would like to get the 60-foot lined up. The road as it is now is setup for the use it has now and we don’t see any reason to change that. We should keep it as a solid gravel road. It is a unique circumstance that we have dealt with before, it requires the city to look at it separately and differently from what the regular requirements are. Lisa already presented his recommendations. 

b. Shawn Dickens, Brahma Group: Discuss new RV park proposal 
Mr. Dickens wanted to see if there was interest of building an RV park to the north of Milford. Their workforce is getting ready to increase dramatically. He felt an RV park would keep the traffic off of Main Street as well as keep his work force in Milford. The parcel he is looking at is the property north of the Fervo project. 

City Administrator Bealer cited that the property Mr. Dickens presented was located in the unincorporated area of the county, outside of Milford City limits. Attorney Kanell cited that if they were to try to develop that, the county would recommend annexation so they could utilize city utilities and have access to power and develop it through city ordinances. He didn’t see that the city would have any roadblocks preventing the annexation. 

Mr. Dickens will continue to work on the property and come back with a presentation at a later date. 

c. Jeff Harkness – Harkwilde Maintenance: Fire Hydrant maintenance and repair service.  
Mr. Harkness was in attendance to revisit the fire hydrant maintenance he presented last year. Administrator Bealer asked if the annual maintenance would be for all 165 hydrants per year or would he put them on a routine schedule? Mr. Harkness - the cost is $350 per hydrant maintained annually. He could break it down into a manageable schedule based on the city’s needs and budget. Makayla asked if the $350 was for all labor and parts? Jeff explained that it included the first hour on labor and supplies are included with the $350. If there is an issue with a hydrant then he would assess it and let the city decide on repairs as it would result in an additional cost. Council Member Smith asked Foreman Stewart if the crew could maintain the hydrants. Ben felt they could to some extent. Council Member Whitney felt the crew had more important things to take care of than worry about hydrants, he wants to relieve some of the stress off the crew but felt that hydrant maintenance was important. Council Member Smith stated the council had not decided what direction they were taking with the crew, but there could be time for the crew to perform the maintenance. Mayor Davis cited his concerns with putting it on a maintenance plan, even on a three-year rotation the city would be looking at $20,000 annually, and that is without repairs. He felt that was an awful lot every year to burden the city budget with. He suggested that the city look at this and come up with a plan that ensures the hydrants are looked at and being maintained. The city is just starting the budget reviews so we cannot make a decision at this time. We can look at it in the meantime, sitting down with the city crew to discuss it. Administrator Bealer will add this to the budget wish list for discussion during the budget review. 

 Consent Issues
a.  Consent issues including bills and payroll, Financial Report January 2026, and minutes of the January 20, 2026 Regular Council Meeting, minutes of February 6, 2026 Special Work Session

· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to approve the consent issues as presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Les Whitney. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

New Business
a. Approval of Engagement Letter with Hinton Burdick for Audit of FY 2025-2026
Administrator Bealer presented the letter from Squire/Hinton Burdick stating that they have performed outstanding service in the preparation of the city’s annual financial audit. 
· MOTION: Council Member Russell Smith moved to authorize the mayor to sign the engagement letter. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

b. Approval to hire lifeguards for 2026 Season   
Administrative Assistant Thompson reported the following guards from the 2025 season are returning for the 2026 season: Hayden Hales, Wittney Coburn, and Hannah Rose. Analise Wiseman will not be returning this year as an assistant pool manager, it has not been determined whether the other three pool managers would like to pick up more hours or have the position replaced with a fourth manager. Assistant Thompson presented the applicant file to the council for their review. 
· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to approve the hiring of the applicants as presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding


c. Discuss Copper Road between Highway 257 and 300 West 
Discussed under visitors – Fervo. No other discussion. 

d. Discuss installation of stop sign at 800 South and 200 West 
There have been concerns with traffic at the corner of 800 South and 200 West. Stop signs have been requested on 800 South east and west bound and yield signs on 250 north and south bound. There was discussion of closing a portion of it off. Council Member Whitney was opposed to closing any part of it. 
· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to approve the installation of stop signs and yield signs at 800 South 250 West intersection. The motion was seconded by Council Member Les Whitney. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding 

e. Presentation for consideration: Bids for scrap metal  
Mayor Davis presented the bids for the scrap metal at the maintenance shed. 

Bid 1 received from Rigoberto Santizo:
#1 Scrap metal in dumpster; #3 bay doors, #4 shop heaters, #6 well motors, and #7 coax cable: bid $50.00 per ton
#2 meter and setters: bid by pound price, $1.1 per pound
#5 well wire: bid by pound $1.20 per pound 

Bid 2 received from Jeramie McDermott:
#3 bay doors: bid $20
#4 shop heaters: bid $102 
#5 well wire: bid $132
#7 coax cable: bid $5.00

Foreman Stewart reviewed the bid notice and the meters and the well wire were to be bid by ton while all other items were to be bid on as a total unit. Mayor Davis asked what items would have to be weighed. Foreman Stewart – the meters and the well wire. Administrator Bealer suggested the issue be tabled while the bids are reviewed due to the discrepancy in how they were presented, some bids came in as a per ton price that should have been per unit. (Mr. McDermott was in attendance and stated that he would retract his bid on the well wire so it would not have to be weighed before awarding the bid). 

· MOTION: Council Member Scott Symond moved to table this issue due to the discrepancy in how the bids were presented. The motion was seconded by Council Member Les Whitney. The motion carried with the following votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding 

Old Business
a. Update: America250 
Administrator Bealer revisited the January meeting where it was determined that the city council members would coordinate a tribute in honor of the America250 that would be presented during the July 4th celebration. She reported that the July 4th and 150th celebration committees approved donating toward the PA system. Mayor Davis advised to have this placed on the work session agenda. 
 
 Ordinances and Resolutions
a. Ordinance 2-2026 “IOOF”  
Establishes a formal process for requests to vacate an alley when there are established utility easements or lines located within the alleyway or if the alleyway provides access to an existing utility or infrastructure.  
· MOTION: Council Member Les Whitney moved to adopt Ordinance 2-2026 “IOOF”. The motion was seconded by Council Member Scott Symond. The motion carried with the following roll call votes:
Yes:  Tayson Willis, Les Whitney, Russell Smith, Scott Symond
No: None 
Absent: Ian Spaulding

Staff and Council Reports 

Administrator Bealer 
· Waste water project update: Sunrise Engineering has received comments from the Division of Water Quality, we are hoping to go out to bid within the next month. 
· Western Rock have been approved by the county for their CUP. We are working on the air space study from the FAA. We received an email on February 9th from the FAA stating it would take 45 days before they would have the final approval. Once approved, Western Rock will be able to go onsite and set up their temporary batch plant. 
· The Blueprint Program is going well, hopefully all participants have scheduled their interview or have met with August Granath. He has given good feedback. The time and input is much appreciated. 
· Budget Wish Lists are due Feb 27. 
· There is a Remote Work Info Tour that will be held at the City Meeting Hall on February 20th.
· We are experiencing some issues with our tank mixers that were installed during the water project. We are working with the manufacturer and our engineer to come up with a resolution.
· The Library Director, Cynthia Carter, is requesting IMLS Library training in Phoenix AZ. All travel expenses are paid and there are no direct travel costs to the city. Whatever resources are available will be required to be brought in to the community and dispersed. Mrs. Carter is requesting to be compensated for her hours while attending this training. Mayor Davis and members of the council were supportive of her attendance and that she is compensated for her time. Council Member Symond moved to authorize the Library Director to attend the training and be compensated for her time. Motion was seconded by Council Member Smith. All were in favor, Council Member Spaulding was absent. 
Zoning Administrator Thompson  
· The beautification committee was discussed last month with the inclusion of getting the members of the council involved. This process needs to start, the office staff has been receiving complaints and concerns. She would like to have a meeting to figure out how to approach it. A meeting was scheduled for March 3 at 8 am and will be noticed. 
· Mayor Davis added he has received a complaint of the traffic and parking along Center Street between 400 West and 500 West, he has reviewed it and it is congested. The city will need to sit down with the sheriff and get the deputies on board in the enforcement process. He urged the council to get involved. 

City Recorder Seifers
· The Community July 4th Celebration Committee is once again seeking volunteers for new members. They will hold a kickoff meeting next month with what members they have in place at that time to determine the direction of the committee and make assignments for the subcommittees.  

Russell Smith
· Airport update: he is waiting for the filters and gaskets to come in and then he can schedule to have the technician come from St. George and install them. It has been a three-month project but it is coming along. 

Scott Symond 
· All of the work done at the library is worth checking out, it looks beautiful. 

Meeting Adjournment ~ as there was no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:24 PM.
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APPROVED by the City Council on the 17th day of March, 2026



MONICA D. SEIFERS, City Recorder 
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