
Newton Town Council Meeting
January 8, 2015, 7:00 P.M.
Newton Town Hall
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Minutes
1. Opening Ceremony				4. First Quarter Financial Report by Terri Stapley	
2. Approval of December minutes		5. Council Reports on Assignments			
3. Audit Report by Allred Jackson Accounting	 

Members present: Clair Christiansen, Matt Hansen, Kathryn Rigby, and Matt Phillips 
Terri Stapley (Treasurer) and Karla Ferguson (Recorder)
Absent: Jed Woodward
Visitors present Dianna Cannell and Sarah Rigby

1. Matt Phillips conducted the opening ceremony.

2. The December 2014 minutes were approved as written.

Clair thanked Kathryn Rigby for putting together the Christmas party for the employees. It was a great night.

3. Audit Report by Dianna Cannell with Allred Jackson Accounting. Mayor Christiansen thanked Dianna for a long standing working relationship. There was a brief discussion on the need for retaining records. Dianna Cannell reviewed the “agreed upon procedures” as required by the State of Utah instead of a full audit. Dianna reviewed and discussed findings. As requested in addition to the review a financial statement was completed by Allred Jackson. Dianna Cannell reviewed the report with the Town Council. Mayor Christiansen asked other Town Council members if they liked the extra review because we are not required now to do a financial statement.  All town council members agreed that they liked the extra review of our financial statements. Credit card use was discussed. Dianna Cannell acknowledged that a credit card statement is not adequate documentation for the credit card but receipts and proper approval must still be needed. Matt Hansen discussed that in his business experience with a company credit card that the card is in his personal name and if receipts are not turned in then he is responsible for the charge. The square credit card reader was discussed. However, personal devices should not be used so a tablet or phone for the town would need to be purchased. It was decided to research credit card billing further.

4. First Quarter Financial Report by Terri Stapley. Terri commented that she is concerned about issuing a town credit card because if receipts are not turned in it is a big deal. Terri recommended that if the town council considers issuing a credit card then it should be in the person’s name and they are responsible for turning in receipts or they are responsible for the charge. Terri reviewed the first quarter financial report. The biggest concern is the finding that we have 26% of budget in unrestricted funds. We are over by 1% allowed. This amount should be taken care of this year with some of the projects planned. Mayor Christiansen asked Terri about the possibility of paying off the water loan. The payoff date is 2036 in the amount of $285,885. Terri discussed the interest rate we make on our accounts is .25%. The interest rate on the water loan is 5%. It was discussed about creating our own loan by the water fund. There was a discussion about needs and keeping enough funds for emergency repairs. It was decided to place paying off the water fund on the agenda to make a decision. Terri discussed that next month she will present the first 6 months financial report. She asked town council members to email her questions prior to the meeting that she could discuss.
Mayor Christiansen thanked Terri. He asked her to consider how to pay off the water loan and if we need to look at increasing the tax rate because if hasn’t been increased in a long time. He asked her to look at how much it will generate if it is increased and if we consider a 5 year plan of increasing a small % each year instead of a large jump.

5. Council Member Reports on Assignments:
Mayor Clair Christiansen asked if the Newton Youth Council will be attending a youth council conference. There was a discussion about how much the town could pay per youth to attend the conference. It was discussed that if the town pays 1/3 the cost, the family pays 1/3 and they try to fundraise the remaining 1/3. It will be placed in the newsletter about sponsoring or supporting the fundraiser. Matt Hansen reported that the fire extinguishers have all been recharged but a few need to be replaced because they were obsolete. Von Brown will be taking care of snow removal. Matt Hansen looked at the outside restrooms and cleaned them up and relocked them. Because it is really cold he is concerned that the building is not warm enough to keep the restrooms open. He will look into how to install a sensor light and will monitor the temperature of the restrooms to see if they can remain open. Matt Hansen recommends if we issue a credit card it is put in an individual’s name. He suggests we look at a per dieum for meals for conferences. He said there is a standard rate suggested by the government.
Mayor Christiansen asked Matt Phillips how to better control the ball diamond lights from being turned on with the tennis court lights for ice skating. The Mayor said that Bob Bartlett suggested that we temporarily pull the wire so the ball diamond lights can’t be turned on. Matt Phillips suggests that we do a better job of labeling and posting it on how to turn on the lights. He said we can’t lock the panel because we need access to the breaker. Matt Phillips would like a little light on the breaker panel to be able to see. He also thinks we may need to install a timer with the instructions. Matt will arrange to have an electrician look at it. Matt Phillips reported that we should receive the appraisal report for the land for the conservation fund on January 9. This appraisal is a benchmark for what we can offer the land owners or what we will be reimbursed for. Once we get the appraisal numbers we can approach the property owners. Matt Phillips reported that the water tanks look good and the water is still coming in. They have been repairing some issues. Matt Phillips reported that Jed Woodward told him they have replaced the light bar on the snow plow and last month’s planning commission meeting was canceled.
Matt Hansen reported that he had extra keys made for the building and needs to stamp them with numbers. Clair Christiansen reported that he spoke with Jewel Kloth about building renovations but she didn’t have any new information regarding funding ideas.
Kathryn Rigby reported that town ski night will be held February 3. She will send around sign-up sheets. There was a discussion about the youth council’s conference. It was decided that the town could pay $50 per youth attending the conference. Kathryn will get a commitment from the youth about who will attend. Kathryn reported that she is still looking for co-chairs for the town celebration. She is waiting to hear back from a couple. The celebration will be held July 24 and 25 this year. Sarah Rigby reported for the Library that the attendance for the Santa visit was better than last year and they also did a free printed photo for everyone. Which they felt was a nice addition. The library is starting group guitar lessons this month. There is a small fee that Sue Jelues charges but the proceeds go to the library. The library is also installing new computer tables that will be completed by next month. The library received a donation from Annette Saxton for $1000 in memory of LaGene Hansen. The town also received a donation for $500 from LaMar Clements for the Fire Department. There was a discussion about renovation of the 17 West Main building and having our building inspector look at it to see what is needed. Karla Ferguson reported on information she received about rental commission for Mendon’s train station. And the possibilities for renovating and renting 17 West Main as a community building.
The regular meeting adjourned.

Minutes prepared by; 
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