 M I N U T E S 

RICH COUTY Conservation District
Regular Board Meeting, February 11th, 2026
South Shore Barn 334 W 800 N. Laketown, Ut 84038
ATTENDANCE:

Conservation District Chair

Candy Cornia, President 
Conservation District (CD) Supervisor 

Judy Stuart, Treasurer 
Braden Cornia 

Yale Johnson 
Cole Weston (absent)
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Ben Law, Conservation Planner  

Justin Elsner, District Conservationist 
Taylor Payne, GIP (absent)
Jayme Kofoed, Conservation Planner 
Reganne Briggs, Utah State University Extension 
Conservation District Staff:

Jeanne Weston, Clerk

SUMMARY OF CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTION

CD MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Candy Cornia called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Minutes were emailed prior to the meeting along with hard copies provided at the start of the meeting.  Judy Stuart made a motion to approve the minutes, Braden Cornia seconding and they were unanimously approved.
AGENDA ITEM

Financial Report-Jeanne Weston

It was stated that currently there is $17,920.92 in the general operating fund. 
The deposits recorded were: $785.00 Willis ranch- Rental- $485.00 Drill and $300.00 Pivot track filler, $2.02 interest 1/27, SERA reimbursement for $144.92 1/12 and State Reimbursement first Quarter $2,092.50 2/9 (clerk wages, district dues and national dues).
The checks that were processed were: Michael Nebeker check for $6,950 #323 and Yale Johnson- SERA $35.10 #362.
The checks that have not processed are: Conservation Planner wages $13,941.06, the Clerk wages $1,099.20 #372, Soil Health in the West $250.00 #368 (will be on 3rd quarter reimbursement) and SERA- Candy Cornia $1,237.40, Judy Stuart $1,174.24 and Braden Cornia $63.40.

The bills to be discussed are UAES Public Lands Grant contribution and to order checks.
Yale Johnson made a motion to approve the outstanding bill, to order checks, Judy Stuart seconding and it was unanimously approved. 
Reganne Briggs explained her proposal to partner with the Rich County Conservation District regarding the UAES Public Lands Grant. It is with Three Creek Grazing. Back in 2014-2015 grazing collars were used to see where the cattle were grazing with the changes that were made. This current grant would be to see how the grazing practices are impacting the livestock and ground. Candy inquired how much she was requesting. Reganne explained that the grant is due at the end of March. Ben Law said that they will need records, updates and a contract with the district. 
Judy made a motion to contribute $2,000 towards the UAES Public Lands Grant, Yale Johnson seconded, and it was unanimously approved. 
AGENDA ITEM

Ben Law- UDAF
There is a meeting coming up on April 9th from 6:00pm to 8:00pm. 
Jace is trying to get back feed to see what the restructuring might look like if they go that way. They want to hear about it from the supervisors. Candy spoke up and said that it will be a hard time for people to attend due to calving. Ben asked if they would be willing to call in. Ben gave a little back story that there are districts that have not had meetings and they have had poor attendance. He said that calling in is considered attending. They are just looking to see if restricting needs to be done, training or to see what is needed. They are looking to see if going from 38 districts needs to change to 12 like the GIP grouping. Ben said that Blacksmith and North Cache could possible be pooled together. They want the supervisors’ voices to see what would and would not work. Yale said that we need to get someone to go. Ben said that it would be good if someone was there to represent us to keep this deal alive and show that we care. Ben said that they are still in the planning stage. Yale expressed how different our county is from Cache. 
ISM Grants, when doing this grant, they use Edmaps to spot an invasive weed and pull that into your application. If there is no documentation then you can’t get funded. Jeanne explained that there is money from previous grant money in the account. Ben said that the money does need to be used up. 
Cole and Braden are up for reelection. Ben gave Braden the documentation to sign and say that he wants to continue on the board. Jeanne will contact Cole Weston.
AGENDA ITEM

Justin Elsner-NRCS
There is a new program or 2026 that is rolled out, regenerative ag pilot program. The current administration looking into soil health and regenerative ag that will promote protecting soil and water resources but also to maximize production. This done through EQIP and CSP program, it is an extra pot of money to do project. They are 5-year contract and extensive soil health on year 1 and year 5. There is a list of practices that the producer has to include and needs to do at least one. If you are willing to take these soil samples along with a whole farm assessment. They give you an assessment and you can select what projects the applicant would like to implement. It will help you to make some decisions regarding your operations for the future. The application is January 15th but they are just getting a better idea of the program. They will take applications throughout the entire year; they are contacting producers at this time. 
CSP- There are some changes. They want to reduce the amount of administration paperwork and to make the program more understandable for their participants. The are doing away with the renewal. Now it is just five years and sign up again in the same pool as new applicants. They have reduced the complexity of some of the practices. There is a March 20th deadline for assessing and ranking. 

AGENDA ITEM

Taylor Ward- NRCS
He reported that his in-laws have a EQIP application and he can’t work on any application in the fund pools. He will not do any rankings for Rich or Cache County. There might be other range cons coming over to help out. This will just be through March 20th. 
AGENDA ITEM

Reganne Briggs- USU Extension
She talked to the commissioners who was on the weed board and there is a need to update the board. Reganne Briggs and TJ Hoffman are both on the board. Yale asked to see how to proceed, Reganne said that we need to talk to John Lee. Reganne said that she would look into that for the district. Yale said that it needs to be pushed. Yale said that is about one of our biggest problems in the county. Reganne said that they could do a weed identification for the youth. Taylor Ward said that there are opportunities to work on the ranch and do conservation projects in town. He said that rural areas have a harder time find employees. 
She talked about getting the youth involved so she brought Holly Larson who is the 4H coordinator to help get the youth involved. Ben had brought up a jr. board member option. Holly said that it would be good for them to know what we do. It was brought up for the youth to document weeds. Justin said that there is possibility of riparian planting that the youth could do, markers on the fence. etc. If Reganne did the educational component. Judy was thinking if they did education on certain soils or even what you need for a garden and then present that to a class at school. Justin mentioned the big demand of high tunnels and what they are producing. Justin also mentioned in the spring as they are back in school, to help kids with planting and then to harvest in the fall.
DISTRICT BUSINESS

Candy Cornia- Chair 
Next meeting will be held on March 11th at 6:00pm.
The SERA forms were filled out. 
Judy Stuart made a motion with Braden Cornia seconding to pay the SERA this was unanimously approved. 
MOTION TO ADJOURN
Yale Johnson moved to adjourn the meeting and Judy Stuart seconded, unanimously approved.  The meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm. 
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