AMES Board of Trustees

March 11, 2026
Called to Order:  5:04 p.m.
Attendees:





Board:


Excused:


Visitors:
Richard Anthony

Tara Wion


Alexander Bamberg
Nicole Butler


Hema Katoa


Owen Gibbs
Jose Crespo


Richard Welch

Clara Kirkwood


Milena Mitre






Amy Noyce
Donald Saxon






Adasa Jorgensen Pascual
Allison Young






Staff:





Brett Wilson





Nancy Carpenter






Educational Excellence
1.    Minutes of February 18, 2026 – The minutes from the meeting of February 18, 

       2026 were presented to the AMES Board.
       Motion to approve the minutes of February 18, 2026:  Richard Anthony
       2nd:  Jose Crespo
       Vote: Unanimously approved

2.    Brett Wilson invited 3 seniors to come and report to the AMES Board about their

       experiences at AMES.

       Owen Gibbs comes from a family of educators, both of his parents are teachers,  

       when he was looking at high schools he was impressed with the educational 

       opportunities that he could take advantage of at AMES.  He felt comfortable at

       AMES and has found a great group of friends.  Through his internship at Spy Hop,

       he has been able to host a radio show on KRCL every Saturday night from 10-12 pm.

       Owen has been taking AP & U of U classes and is still waiting to hear from a few

       more colleges to decide where he will be attending college in the fall.

       Clara Kirkwood started at AMES as an incoming 9th grader feeling like she had 

       to compete with a brother who did very well at AMES.  She felt a little lost but also 

       found support from a great group of friends, special teachers and the office staff.  She

       has been involved with the Literary magazine for her 4 years at AMES and has been 

       the editor for the past 2 years.  She has also been involved with the ACE Mentor 

       program where she has qualified for national competitions in Architecture.  Clara

       will be attending UC-Denver and has been accepted to the Honors & Leadership 
       college and she will concentrate on Music & Architecture.

       Alexander Bamberg has educator parents in Engineering and Science.  He also felt

       a bit lost initially, but through his involvement with the Cottonwood High School 
       music program he feels that he started to find his place.  He has loved being involved 
       and was the concert master for the Cottonwood Musical in November.
       Alex also feels like he has been able to take advantage of the University of Utah 

       classes at AMES thanks to Mr. Davenport and his U of U Physics class.  He has 
       also taken advantage of the HSUP (High School University Program) classes that

       he has been able to take on the U campus.  He has hopes that AMES will publicize

       the HSUP program so more students can take advantage of these classes.  Alex is

       also waiting to hear from a few more colleges before he makes a decision for his

       plans for next year.

       All three students felt like there was a stigma to the AMES tutoring program, they 

       suggested publicizing it with a more positive name so students don’t feel like the

       only reason to attend is because they are getting bad grades.

3.    PTSO Report – Milena Mitre reported that the PTSO has started their plans for the
       senior graduation party in May.  They have a parent who has volunteered to organize
       the project and has started to get the venue along with working on vendors and food.
       The PTSO sponsored a great activity before the dance in February, no one went away

       hungry.  They will provide breakfast for the Junior ACT test day on March 24th. 

       Donald Saxon suggested the Milena keep the Foundation updated on projects they

       may be able to help with.

4.    2026-2027 Fee Schedule – 2nd Reading– The AMES Board was given the list of 
       fees for the 2026-2027 school year.  The fees will be the same as the ’25-’26 year.
       Motion to approve the 2026-2027 fee schedule”  Richard Anthony
       2nd:  Jose Crespo
       Vote:  Unanimously approved
5.    2026-2027 Fee Waiver – 2nd Reading – The USBE approved Fee Waiver form the
       2026-2027 school year has not yet been posted.  The AMES Board would like to
       approve the fee waiver to allow for the updated changes.

       Motion to approve the 2026-2027 USBE Fee Waiver Form when published:  Donald

       Saxon

       2nd:  Allison Young

       Vote:  Unanimously approved 
6.    Consultant for Principal/CEO Hiring Committee – This item was tabled until the

       April meeting.  Brett Wilson will check with UAPCS about any suggestions that they

       might have for a paid consultant and for advertising an opening.
7.    Principal/CEO & Business Administrator Evaluation Tool – The AMES Board
       discussed the short and long term goals submitted by Brett Wilson for review.  The

       Board would like to have the tool tied to goals at the beginning of the year that will

       be reviewed.  The Board will make edits to the tool that was sent to them in 

       February, send them to Jose Crespo and he will work on a tool that can be used on a

       trial basis so needed changes can be made as the tool is used.
Fiscal
1.    February Fiscal Report – Richard Welch was unable to attend but was available for
       comment by phone.  Richard mentioned that the Charter School auditors have made 

       a note that AMES employee funding is a little over 70% which is nothing to be 

       concerned about since we don’t have mortgage payments.  We are 67% through the 

       school year and the finances are on track.

       Motion to approve the February fiscals as presented:  Milena Mitre
       2nd:  Nicole Butler
       Vote:  Unanimously approved
Board Organization

1.    Granite School District Authorization Update – AMES hasn’t heard anything
       new about the authorization.
Foundation
       No Business
.AMES Mission
1.    Student Recruitment – The 9th grade lottery too place on February 27th, because
       applications are down this year there isn’t a waiting list and everyone got in.  We
       are still accepting applications and will take advantage of a mailing by Granite
       School District
2.    Upcoming Important Dates – The AMES Board was given a list of all events

       happening through the end of the 2025-2026 school year.
Potential Next Meeting Topics:
1.  Consultant for Hiring New Principal/CEO
2.  Principal/CEO Evaluation Tool
3.  HSUP – Financial Issue

4.  Granite School District Response
5.  Information/Direction for Skilled Labor/Technical Education
Public Comment

Adasa Jorgennsen Pascual is an AMES counselor and ELL/WIDA Support Director.
She is working on  her Educational Leadership degree.  As a school project she is sponsoring a Community Workshop for Families on April 11th.  She is looking to help refugee families and has many community resources that will be participating, including AMES to let the community know about the school.  It will be at the PROG Center in West Valley City.
Amy Noyce, AMES World History teacher, took the opportunity to thank the AMES Board for the Holiday Bonus in November and thanked to Board for letting her attend.

Motion to close meeting:  Allison Young
2nd:  Richard Anthony
Vote:  Unanimously approved

Meeting adjourned – 6:50 p.m.

Next Meeting – April 15, 2026
Approval pending
