


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
February 11, 2026
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE:  Mayor Mecham, Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, Taylor, and Dallin, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen.

VISITORS:  Peter Gessell with Smith Hartvigson, Russ Fox with Rocky Mountain Power, Alan Christensen, Estelle Price, Megan Armstrong, Curtis Armstrong, Kathy Price, Travis Price, Tyona Price and Marie Carter, Shalese Kapp

ABSENT: None

WELCOME: Invocation by Council Member Dallin

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  March 11, 2026

MINUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from January 14, 2026 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes from January 14, 2026 be approved with the above-mentioned clarifications.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    None

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS:  None

INTRODUCTION/INTERVIEW OF 3 POTENTIAL COUNCIL MEMBERS TO FILL 1 POSITION:  State Law states interviews must be given in a public meeting.  City Council Members will be able to ask questions to each applicant and they will each have a chance to answer the same question.  Mayor and Council Members do not like this process but understand this is how it has to be done.  Applicants are Jeremy Thorpe, Danielle Taylor and Travis Price.  Jeremy Thorpe is not in attendance.  Mayor Mecham thanks the applicants for being willing to go through the process and put their names out there.  Council Member Dallin asked why they would show interest in the City Council position.  Danielle Taylor:  She cares and loves the community.  In order to ensure the future looks bright you want to be a part of it and make it a better place.  She feels like she has her hand in a lot of different places in the community that might be different than others on the council.  She is currently serving on the Planning and Zoning Commission, Library Board, local PTA and school community councils.  She has worked with the Youth Council and the Food Pantry, volunteers at the 24th celebration, story hour, book club.  Her family single handedly keeps the little store in business.  All of these things make the community great.  She moved here and she loves it.  She understands the magic that is here.  The reason it is the way that it is, is because there are people that are willing to get up and serve, even if they don’t want to.  She appreciates that there are other people that have applied for this position.  She wants to bring something that maybe others don’t.  She believes it would be awesome to have a woman on the council.  Women have different perspectives.  She loves it here and appreciates the Mayor and Council Members serving where they are.  Travis Price:  He wanted to put his name into the running because he wants to help out with the community.  He currently helps out with the Farmers Market, volunteers on the fire department.  He has lived here for 10 years or so.  He tries to be as involved as he can.  He wants to help the community and sometimes that is being put in a position that might not be the most comfortable with.  He is willing to do the work and help out this make this community great, with both tradition and with all the new residents and making them feel comfortable here.  Council Member R Holmgren stated that Danielle said she would like to be the voice of people that aren’t necessarily represented  and Travis hinted at that as well.  What part of people do you think you would be representing?  Travis:  He has only lived here for 10 years.  He knows the traditions and would like to continue those, but would also be open to new ideas.  He is a member of the fire department.  He like to unify the community so we are all one and not divided into Ward boundaries.  He would like to be able to welcome new residents in.  A lot are not from farming communities and would like to help bridge that gap.  Danielle:  There are no women on the council, so she feels that being a woman will help to bring a different perspective.  She feels like she is an approachable person.  She states it is important to have responsible growth.  Traditions are important.  It is important to make new resident part of our community.  She has lived here 11 or 12 years.  She has found out her 4th great grandparents are buried in Bear River City, so she has come home.  She feels like she is in circles that maybe the Council Members aren’t in.  Like women and young families.  It’s good to have other perspectives.  Sometimes women think of things men don’t.  That’s why men and women make such a great team.  

POSSIBLY VOTE TO APPOINT A NEW COUNCIL MEMBER AND ADMINSITER OATH OF OFFICE:  Council Member Anderson motioned to appoint Danielle Taylor to fill the vacant 2-year Council Member position.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, Dallin voted in favor.  Council Member R Holmgren voted against.  The Oath of Office was administered to Danielle Taylor as a two-year Council Member.

PETER GESSEL – IRRIGATION ATTORNEY: Peter Gessell with Smith Hartvigsen will be the water attorney that is taking Attorney Springers place.  Earlier in the afternoon Council Member R Holmgren took Peter around to see our irrigation water system to give him a better idea of what he will be working with.  He stated he didn’t think he would be able to help the town as well without that tour.  We have a very unique system and very unique challenges.  The path forward is going to be a process.  The Canal Company would like to play ball.  They want to get this problem resolved.  The fact they are willing to work with us is huge.  He has looked at our irrigation records.  Has had several meetings with Council Member Anderson and most recently Council Members Anderson, R Holmgren and Clerk Holmgren.  He has had a few conversations with Trevor Nielsen, General Manager of the Canal Company.  We need to reconcile the irrigation shares.  He also supports the proposal of a pressurized irrigation system for Bear River City.  This is going to be key for future development and key to gain order and usability.  Trevor filled him in on the PL566 money they are able to access.  This is a very unique grant.  We may have a very unique opportunity to tap into this grant.  This could take 5-7 years down the road.  Council Member R Holmgren stated one of the key issues is with the pump ditch.  The system isn’t actually included in the town.  There have been a few building lots sold.  To build on these lots the city has had them deed their irrigation water over to the city.  The city doesn’t actually have a tie to this private delivery system.  Most Bear River City irrigation system shares are Class E shares for municipal use.  Most irrigation shares on the outside of town and near the border are classified as Class A shares for agriculture.  But it is delivered through the city.  Council Member R Holmgren stated the items we need to take care of now is clarifying the shares, ownership and balancing the books with the Pelorus program.  (To be installed in the next month or so.) Procedure and policy to split Class A and E shares, where the City starts and stops.  Council Member Anderson asked Peter what we need to do next.  Peter stated the Canal Company wants a proposed plan for moving forward.  
REVIEW/POSSIBLY ADOPT THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER FRANCHISE AGREEMENT:  Russ Fox with Rocky Mountain Power has come up from Salt Lake for our meeting tonight.  Several months ago we received a proposal of a franchise agreement for renew our 5 year lease.  In the initial proposal there was some question on how some of the language got into the proposal.  The Mayor had some concerns with some of the items in the proposal.  He had several conversations with Russ and they were able to work through several pieces of that proposal.  Council Members have previously received an email with the changes made.  Mayor Mecham is very comfortable with the proposal as it is written now.  Its consistent to what has been in place for the last 5 years.  Mayor Mecham asked if there were any questions he or Russ could answer.  There were no questions.  Russ stated what this franchise agreement is for cities that have Rocky Mountain power lines and/or equipment in the city right of ways.  This allows Rocky Mountain Power to keep their equipment there.  The term of the agreement was changed from 5 to 10 years.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adopt the Rocky Mountain Power Franchise Agreement.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Dallin.  All voted in favor.

PEGGY ROGERS CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT REVIEW:  There have been no complaints or problems this last year with the Peggy Rogers Conditional Use Permit.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the yearly review of the Peggy Rogers Conditional Use Permit.  Motion was seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

SPENCER JULANDER – RENEWAL OF PROPERTY LEASE:  There have been no problems with the lease of property to Spencer Julander.  Clerk Holmgren spoke with Spencer and he would like to renew the lease for another year.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to renew the property lease with Spencer Julander.  Motion was seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

ATTORNEY UPDATE:  Council Member Anderson stated Attorney Jay Springer called him.  Jay told him he had talked with Smith Hartvigsen and they agreed to let him finish the subdivision ordinance he had with the City.  Mayor Mecham stated he would like to talk with Jay.  Smith Hartvigsen has not relayed any of what Jay said the Mayor Mecham.  Mayor Mecham will follow up with the Smith Hartvigsen firm.  We have been assigned several attorneys to help with the items left open.  We are in a lot better spot now.  

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR POSITION:    Clerk Holmgren stated Gil Miller submitted a resignation letter for the Zoning Administrator Position.  Mayor Mecham would like to post the job opening as soon as possible.  Council Member J Holmgren stated at one time we talked about contacting the County to see if they would be interested in doing it.  Clerk Andreasen has been doing some research on this.  She called around to different Cities to see how they do it.  Tremonton Zoning Administrator stated he might be interested.  Garland hires a 3rd party to do theirs.  Brigham City said they can’t take on anymore.  They suggested calling the County.  Clerk Andreasen has tried to contact Scott Lyons with the County, but has not been able to reach him.  Mayor Mecham would like to hold off on the job posting and he will give Scott a call.  Council Members agree that it would be beneficial to have someone not from Bear River City.  

REVIEW CITY FEE SCHEDULE (POSSIBLE CHANGES AND/OR ADOPTION):  No changes need to be made at this time.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adopt the City Fee Schedule as is.  Motion was seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW COMPENSATION SCHEDULE (POSSIBLE CHANGES AND/OR ADOPTION) AND REVIEW DEPARTMENT ASSIGNMENTS WITH ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL: Mayor Mecham has been thinking a lot about these two agenda items over the past months.  What he has come up with will impact department assignments and the compensation schedule.  He has put together a 17-page document with his suggestions to the assignments and compensation schedule. He would like the Council Members to take this home and read through it.  He would like their feed back on this at the next council meeting.  Council Member Dallin motioned to table the adoption of the Compensation Schedule and Department Assignments until next months meeting.  Motion was seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

APPOINT POSITION TO SERVE ON THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE BOX ELDER MOSQUITO ABATEMENT DISTRICT:  Mayor Mecham would be willing to serve on the Board of Trustees of the Box Elder Mosquito Abatement District.  The District needs this to be appointed in a meeting and fill out their form and send back to them.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to appoint Mayor Mecham to serve on the Board of Trustees for the Box Elder Mosquito Abatement District.  Motion seconded by Council Member R Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW PARK MURAL ARTISTS AND BIDS:  We only had one person submit a letter of interest for this project.  It was Kelly Donovan a professional artist out of Corinne with a bid of $2,000.  Council member Dallin stated that he would like to put this project on hold.  There are some other projects that we need the money for right now and this is not really a priority.  Mayor Mecham stated he will write a letter to Kelly thanking him for his interest and letting him know the project is on hold.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to table this project for sometime in the future.  Motion was seconded by Council Member J Holmgren.  All voted in favor.

4TH QUARTER FINANCIALS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed the 4th quarter financials.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.     Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Anderson, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, Taylor and Dallin.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: There was a barking dog complaint.  McKenzie was informed and she went and talked to them.

DEPARTMENTS:  Council Member Anderson would like to present Gil Miller with a gift and a vote of thanks at the next meeting.  Gil has done a lot for our town for many years and we need to show him some appreciation.  

Econowaste – A little while back Clerk Holmgren questioned if Econowaste had been bought out.  This week she learned the same group that purchased Robison Waste Services a year ago bought Econowaste.  They are still separate companies, but working together sharing technology and run by the same employees.  The owners are supposed to be coming around to talk to customers.

Powers & Duties Handbook – Everyone tonight has received a Powers & Duties Handbook written by the Utah League of Cities and Towns Staff.  This is great information to refer to if you have any questions.

Open and Public Meetings Training – Clerk Holmgren sent everyone a link to this training.  Please send Clerk Holmgren your certificate when completed.

Laura and Clancy Holm brought the Mayor and Council Members cookies that their home school made and decorated.  They wanted to thank them for their service.

Irrigation – Council Member R Holmgren will be meeting with Clayton with Grover’s to talk about piping the main ditch.  He is also working with a tree trimming company to clean up the trees on the ditch.  He is hoping to get a bid in the next week.  

City Clean Up – Council Member Anderson has set the date for April 24, 25 and 26 for the City Clean up.  He will have it set up on the back of the park.  He is going to check id and make sure they are from BRC.  They had a lot from last year not from BRC.

Sewer – Rural Water Conference is the last week of this month.   

Valentines Dance – The Valentines Dance will be Friday at 6:00 pm at the Civic Center. 

Survey – Over 60 people have filled out the survey.  It closes tonight.  Mayor Mecham has learned a lot.  He will compile the information for review.

Mayor’s Meetings – Mayor Mecham has attended the Fire District and the Mayors Meeting.  A lot of talk about dispatch.  He is concerned how this will affect our town.  

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 8:48 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

Minutes approved March 11, 2026.

											   ________________________________________________
							Kyler Mecham, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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