	council for aging 
Granite Library
3331 S. 500 E.
South Salt Lake

Thursday, February 5th, 2026
9:00-10:30 AM

	Meeting Minutes


Present: Bill Williams, Darren Hotton, Deb Hall, Jamie Cross, Joel Macey, Matt Hansen, Raven Albertson, Rebecca Baker, Tanya Schmidt, Tulinda Larsen, Wendy Naylor
Excused: 

· 9:00 Welcome & Introductions						Deb Hall
· Approval Of November 6th Meeting Minutes 
· Motion to approve November meeting minutes, Rebecca firsts and Joel seconds. Motion passed unanimously.

· 9:05 Director’s Report							Paul Leggett
· Membership Updates 
· Active recruitment for council members is underway to meet state requirements for older adult and caregiver representation. Jacob Skog and Laura Schwartzel have resigned. Efforts are ongoing to find housing representative. Rebecca identified potential new candidates including a retired librarian and a library patron.
· Corey Payne is in the application process and is expected to join. Tanya Schmidt, the new Director of Public Guardian, is in the application process.
· 4th Quarter Review
· 10th Senior Centre Budget - The remodel will proceed as planned. Operational funding was initially removed from the budget, but Mayor Wilson has committed to reopening the center as a senior center. The goal for this year is to reinstate this funding. Ongoing discussion with the East Central Community Council about maximizing community utilization of the center through classes, while maintaining its primary function and funding as a senior center. 
· Older Americans Act - Funding levels for the next fiscal year are still pending due to the federal budget needing to be voted on. It is currently linked with ICE funding. No major concern regarding its passage, the vagueness is a challenge.
· Circuit Breaker Bill (SB78) - Legislators are looking to expand the property tax deferral with a 3% interest rate while reducing the property tax refund for older adults. Educational efforts are ongoing regarding the potential negative impact on older adults.
· Immigration Status Bill (SB88) - A bill requiring an immigration status check for service recipients has been introduced. Opposition to this bill exists due to administrative burden, costs, and potential conflicts with federal requirements for OAA programs. The Salt Lake County Council opposes it.

· 9:20 Legislative Update						 	Nels Holmgren
· This legislative session is challenging due to reduced state tax revenues and a $300 million reduction in federal funding for Utah.
· DHHS was initially asked to propose a 5% cut to its budget. Initial legislative proposals included $2.6M cuts to aging services for nutrition, $1.6M for support services, and $1.2M for the Alternatives program. These cuts would reduce services, potentially close centers, and conflict with federal funding requirements.
· Governor's Budget Requests
· $1.75M for Nutrition Funding - The amount is appreciated but less than the $4.1M needed statewide to avoid waitlists. Salt Lake County secured $500,000 to cover its gap in one-time general plan funding.
· $953,000 Ongoing for Medicaid Aging Waiver - This request aims to eliminate a 200-person waitlist for home-based care.
· Current Status - All three specific aging service cuts were removed from the social services committee's proposal following advocacy efforts. The overall budget process with the executive appropriations committee is complex and ongoing. New funding requests (beyond the governor's budget) are currently being heard by the committee.
· Immigration Status Bill (SB88) - The bill is still in the rules committee and has not been presented. It remains opposed due to its potential fiscal impact, administrative burden, and conflicts with federal OAA program requirements. The bill's overall traction appears low.

· 9:45 Caregiver Support Updates						Charise Jensen
· Support Groups - Five active groups including veteran caregivers, are growing, successfully changed focus to peer-to-peer support leading to increased participation.
· Education - "Caregiver Talking Points" virtual and new in-person classes are offered, alongside "Dementia Live", an immersive experience of living with dementia and "Stress Busting for Family Caregivers" has two versions: one for general caregivers and another specific to dementia caregivers. Staff training for the Teepa Snow dementia model aims for a March launch. 
· Respite program has a minimal waitlist (currently 5-6 people, expected to drop to 2 soon).
· A state monitoring visit provided positive feedback on the program's overall impact and the dedication of its staff.
· Charise recommended "The Ethical Obligation of Self-Care" training by USU professors for staff development.
						             
· 10:15 Community Updates
· Bill Williams
· Looking for alternate location for the boutique at Millcreek Community due to ongoing issues, encountering city and library policy challenges.
· Darren Hotton
· Cryptocurrency Scam Bill - AARP is co-sponsoring legislation to limit cryptocurrency ATM deposits to $1,000 per transaction/day to combat elder scams.
· Webinars - Free webinars are offered every second Monday of the month at 11 AM. The next webinar will cover "Spotting AI and Disinformation." Will and Trust Webinar will be held on March 3rd at 7 PM.
· The AARP website is undergoing changes, which may cause intermittent issues.
· Planning "Scam Jam", fraud prevention and shred events in Salt Lake County for October.
· Discussed challenges with elder financial exploitation by family member and victim cooperation issues for Adult Protective Services. Efforts are underway to address new scam types and prevent IRS penalties for scammed individuals.
· Deb Hall 
· Recommended seeing the play "10 Brave Seconds" at Pioneer Theatre Company.
· Jaime Cross
· Successfully secured UTA 5310 funding to expand client transportation resources.
· Joel Macey
· Announce their 37th annual "Our Pursuit" charity event on March 11th-12th at the Mountain America Expo Center, a primary fundraiser for charitable care.
· Raven Albertson 
· National Restructuring - Due to national restructuring, there have been leadership changes at the local chapter. Jeremy Cunningham and Stacey Culp are no longer with the chapter. Lisa Finney has stepped into the Executive Director role. A new policy person will cover both Utah and Nevada. The Advocacy Day at the Capitol has been canceled due to these changes.
· They continue caregiver support and dementia education, with a new focus on risk reduction and early detection due to advancements in research and treatment.
· Rebecca Baker
· Offers a "Will Writing Workshop" on February 26th, "Take Care Utah" health insurance counseling monthly, and weekly citizenship classes hosted on Tuesdays and Thursdays with English Skills Learning.
· Offered tours of the renovated library building (the former Granite High School).
· Tulinda Larsen
· No updates
· Wendy Naylor
· No updates
· Tanya Schmidt
· No updates
· Matt Hansen
· No updates
· Paul Legget
· Announced for a Section Manager position, overseeing outreach, volunteer, refugee, and housing programs. The position is expected to be posted within the next week.
	
Next Meeting
· Thursday, March 5th 9:00-10:30 AM
· Hosted at Liberty Senior Center - 251 E. 700 S., Salt Lake City, UT 84111
· Thursday, April 2nd 9:00-10:30 AM 
· Hosted at Community Nursing Services

NOTE:	In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations (including listening aids and services) during this meeting should notify Aging Services at 385-468-3191 at least five working days prior to the meeting. TTY users please call 711.
