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Date:  December 3, 2025 

From:  Bart Smith, Interlaken Town Administrator 

To:  Interlaken Town Council 

Subject: Interlaken Town Municipal Code and Policy Regarding Exterior Lighting 

 

Dear Council- 

Attached you’ll find a report describing the town’s current policy regarding exterior lighting. 
I’ve based the report on our current code and documents referenced by the code. I’m 
providing this material to support any future discussion about enforcement of our “Dark 
Skies” initiative. We can discuss in detail at our council meeting in a public forum. 

Thanks, 
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Current Interlaken Code References to Exterior Lighting 
Below you’ll find the text of Interlaken code that is relevant with respect to our exterior lighting 
criteria. Following the code examples, there is a summary and recommendations about both the 
content of the code and proposed changes. 

Title 11 Land Use 

Section 11.06.250 Requirements for Outdoor Lighting  
All outdoor lighting must conform to the specifications outlined in the “Interlaken Town Lighting 
Specifications” document.  

A copy of this document is available online: https://www.interlakenut.gov/building-05. See the 
section below for more information about this document. 

Section 11.07.080 Hillsides, Slopes, and Natural Grade  
J. Exterior lighting. Floodlights shall not be used to light all or any portion of any primary or 
accessory structure facade. All outdoor light sources mounted on poles or buildings or trees to 
illuminate streets, sidewalks, walkways, patios, porches, parking lots or driveways or other 
outdoor areas shall use full cutoff fixtures. All such fixtures shall be installed or shielded so that 
the point light source or light bulb is not visible beyond the property boundary, and, in particular, 
is not observable as a point light source from the Community Viewing Stations, as defined in the 
ridgeline section of this chapter.  

Interlaken Town Outdoor Lighting Specifications Document 
See Appendix A for a copy of the document. It was last revised on April 11, 2016. 
This document contains general guidelines and specific criteria for compliant exterior lighting.  

Under III General Requirements, it includes a statement about applicability: 
III. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS  
A. Conformance with All Applicable Codes All outdoor lighting shall be installed in conformance 
with the provisions of this Ordinance, applicable Electrical and Energy Codes, and applicable 
sections of the Building Code.  

B. Applicability Except as described below, all outdoor lighting installed after the date of effect of 
this Ordinance shall comply with these requirements. This includes, but is not limited to, new 
lighting, replacement lighting, or any other lighting whether attached to structures, poles, the 
earth, or any other location, including lighting installed by any third party.  

Exemptions from III. (B.) The following are not regulated by this Ordinance  

a. Lighting for public monuments and statuary.  

b. Repairs to existing luminaires not exceeding 25% of total installed luminaires.  

c. Underwater lighting in swimming pools and other water features  

d. Temporary lighting and seasonal lighting provided that individual lamps are less than 10 watts 
and 70 lumens.  

e. Lighting that is only used under emergency conditions.  

f. In lighting zones 2, 3 and 4, low voltage landscape lighting controlled by an automatic device 
that is set to turn the lights off at 10 pm MT (Mountain Time) and at 11:00 pm MT between 
Memorial day and Labor day.  

https://www.interlakenut.gov/building-05
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Exceptions to III. (B.)  

a. Lighting specified or identified in a specific use permit.  

b. Lighting required by federal, state, territorial, commonwealth or provincial laws or regulations. 
All lighting shall follow provisions in this ordinance; however, any special requirements for lighting 
listed in a) and b) below shall take precedence. 

Under VII. Existing Lighting it describes applicability of the ordinance and includes additional 
restrictions on lighting for properties with “New Uses or Structures” and “Major Additions.” 

VII. EXISTING LIGHTING  
Lighting installed prior to the effective date of this ordinance shall comply with the following.  

A. Amortization  

On or before January 1, 2018, all outdoor lighting shall comply with this Code.  

B. New Uses or Structures, or Change of Use  

Whenever there is a new use of a property (zoning or variance change) or the use of the 
property is changed (including a change in ownership), all outdoor lighting on the property shall 
be brought into compliance with this Ordinance before the new or changed use commences.  

C. Additions or Alterations  

1. Major Additions. If a major addition occurs on a property, lighting for the entire property shall 
comply with the requirements of this Code. For purposes of this section, the following are 
considered to be major additions:  

a. Additions of 25 percent or more in terms of gross floor area  

b. Single or cumulative additions, modification or replacement of 25 percent or more of installed 
outdoor lighting luminaires existing as of the effective date of this Ordinance.  

c. Resumption of Use after Abandonment If a property with non-conforming lighting is 
abandoned for a period of six months or more, then all outdoor lighting shall be brought into 
compliance with this Ordinance before any further use of the property occurs. 

Interlaken Code Summary and Recommendations 
Interlaken code, Title 11 Land Use, lays out the town’s restrictions on exterior lighting through 
text in the code and a reference to the Interlaken Town Outdoor Lighting Specifications 
document. The key element of this code is applicability. There are some nuances to this, both in 
the text regarding when the code takes effect, what is grandfathered in, and how remodeling or 
adding a structure to a property affects application of the code.  

• Title 11, Section 11.07.080 restricts exterior lighting without mention of a start date. It 
could be assumed that this eliminates any “grandfathering” of existing lighting, but we 
would need to verify that with our attorney. 

• The Outdoor Lighting Specifications document is more specific with regard to 
applicability. 
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Under III. General Requirements –  

o All outdoor lighting installed after the date of effect of this Ordinance shall 
comply with these requirements. That date was 4/11/16. 

o Exemptions include Temporary lighting and seasonal lighting provided that 
individual lamps are less than 10 watts and 70 lumens. 

Under VII. Existing Lighting 

o On or before January 1, 2018, all outdoor lighting shall comply with this Code. 
I’m not sure where that’s coming from – I didn’t write it. 

o Whenever there is a new use of a property (zoning or variance change) or the use 
of the property is changed (including a change in ownership), all outdoor lighting 
on the property shall be brought into compliance with this Ordinance before the 
new or changed use commences.  

o If a major addition occurs on a property, lighting for the entire property shall 
comply with the requirements of this Code. There is more detail in the document 
about what constitutes a “major addition.” The addition of a new building, for 
example a garage, may mean all the lighting on the property needs to be 
compliant. 

Given that the current code has some variability with regard to applicability, I think we need to 
rewrite the code in Title 11 so that the Outdoor Lighting Specifications document applies to all 
properties in town without consideration to the date a structure was built. I also think we need to 
clarify our seasonal lighting policy exemption, restricting it to November 15th through January 
15th. 

Current Enacted Fees for Violations 
A specific fine has not been enacted for violation of the Dark Skies program. The most recent fee 
resolution was enacted on 1/7/2025. It’s been attached as Appendix B. However, the town is 
within its rights to impose fines on any violation of town code, as stated in Section 2.09.070 
Penalties and Fees, regardless of whether the ordinance declares the fine: 

In the absence of another applicable penalty provision, the Town may impose a 
penalty not to exceed the maximum fine for a class C misdemeanor under Utah 
law per day of violation. In addition, the violator shall be assessed and required to 
pay all costs actually incurred by the Town in abating and enforcing the law or 
ordinance in the case, and in holding the administrative hearing, if one was held, 
including but not limited to inspection costs, filing fees, title searches, equipment 
costs, attorney fees and Hearing Officer fees. 
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We should pass an ordinance which codifies a fine for the exterior lighting violation instead of 
relying on the class C Misdemeanor offense. Perhaps use an escalating fine that starts low - $25 a 
day but increases over time. 
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PREAMBLE 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to provide regulations for outdoor lighting that will:  
 

a. Permit the use of outdoor lighting that does not exceed the minimum levels specified in IES 
recommended practices for night-time safety, utility, security, productivity, enjoyment, and 
commerce. 

 
b. Minimize adverse offsite impacts of lighting such as light trespass, and obtrusive light. 
 
c. Curtail light pollution, reduce skyglow and improve the nighttime environment for astronomy. 
 
d. Help protect the natural environment from the adverse effects of night lighting from gas or 

electric sources. 
 
e. Conserve energy and resources to the greatest extent possible. 

 
II. LIGHTING ZONES 
 
The Lighting Zone shall determine the limitations for lighting as specified in this ordinance. The Lighting 
Zone encompassing the entirety of Interlaken Town is classified as LZ1 and is described as follows: 
 

LZ1: Low ambient lighting 
 

Areas where lighting might adversely affect flora and fauna or disturb the character of the 
area. The vision of human residents and users is adapted to low light levels. Lighting may 
be used for safety and convenience but it is not necessarily uniform or continuous. 
After curfew, most lighting should be extinguished or reduced as activity levels decline. 

 
III. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
A. Conformance with All Applicable Codes 

All outdoor lighting shall be installed in conformance with the provisions of this Ordinance, 
applicable Electrical and Energy Codes, and applicable sections of the Building Code. 

 
B. Applicability 

Except as described below, all outdoor lighting installed after the date of effect of this 
Ordinance shall comply with these requirements. This includes, but is not limited to, new 
lighting, replacement lighting, or any other lighting whether attached to structures, poles, the 
earth, or any other location, including lighting installed by any third party.  Exemptions from 
III. (B.) The following are not regulated by this Ordinance 

 
a. Lighting for public monuments and statuary. 
 
b. Repairs to existing luminaires not exceeding 25% of total installed luminaires. 
 
c. Underwater lighting in swimming pools and other water features 
 
d. Temporary lighting and seasonal lighting provided that individual lamps are less than 10 

Bart Smith
Appendix A
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watts and 70 lumens. 
 
e. Lighting that is only used under emergency conditions. 
 
f. In lighting zones 2, 3 and 4, low voltage landscape lighting controlled by an automatic device 

that is set to turn the lights off at 10 pm MT (Mountain Time) and at 11:00 pm MT between 
Memorial day and Labor day. 

 
Exceptions to III. (B.) 
a. Lighting specified or identified in a specific use permit. 
b. Lighting required by federal, state, territorial, commonwealth or provincial laws or regulations. 

 
All lighting shall follow provisions in this ordinance; however, any special requirements for lighting 
listed in a) and b) below shall take precedence. 
 
C.  Road / Street & Other Lighting Within The Right Of Way (ROW) 

a. No property owner will install or operating lighting fixtures within the public right-of-way. 
b. Interlaken Town may install or authorize to be installed lighting fixtures within the easement 

for the principal purpose of illuminating streets or roads. 
 
D. Lighting Control Requirements 
 

1. Automatic Switching Requirements 
Controls shall be provided that automatically extinguish all outdoor lighting when sufficient daylight 
is available using a control device or system such as a photoelectric switch, astronomic time switch or 
equivalent functions from a programmable lighting controller, building automation system or lighting 
energy management system, all with battery or similar backup power or device. 
 
Exceptions to III. (C.) 1. Automatic lighting controls are not required for the following: 
 
a. Lighting under canopies. 
 
2. Automatic Lighting Reduction Requirements 
 
The Authority shall establish curfew time(s) after which total outdoor lighting lumens shall be 
extinguished.  
 
Exceptions to III. (C.) 2. Lighting reductions are not required for any of the following: 

 
a. When the outdoor lighting consists of only one luminaire. 
 
b. Code required lighting for steps, stairs, walkways, and building entrances. 
 
c. When in the opinion of the Authority, lighting levels must be maintained. 
 
d. Motion activated lighting. 
 
e. Lighting governed by special use permit in which times of operation are 

specifically identified. 
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V. RESIDENTIAL LIGHTING 
 
A. General Requirements 
For residential properties, all outdoor luminaires shall be fully shielded and shall not exceed the allowed 
lumen output in Table G, row 2. 
 
B. Background 
Every homeowner should become acquainted with: a) glare reducing, shielded exterior lighting fixtures;  
b) ways of reducing “light trespass,” and c) using minimum exterior lighting level (lumens).  These 
principles are the basis of the Interlaken Town Outdoor Lighting Code. 
 
Lighting trespass from one owner’s property to another deserves attention.  Steep sloping lots require 
thoughtful placement and shielding to avoid your lights from illuminating hillside properties below you. 
 
Place a shielded light over every door.  Unshielded lights create glare and harsh shadows in which 
burglars can hide.  Without shadows, the human eye is very sensitive to movement. 
 
Poorly designed exterior pole-mounted lighting fixtures and residential exterior floodlights have made the 
public immune to security lighting.  As a result, security lighting has lost the ability to turn heads and 
grab the attention of a potential witness. 
 
Motion sensor controlled exterior lights alert neighbors and are better than lights that remain on all night.  
When someone approaches, light your home – not your neighbors (don’t restrict their vision with glare).  
Motion sensors are both safe and convenient. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Good Lighting Fixtures http://www.darksky.org/fixtures/res.html 
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Exceptions 
 

1. One partly shielded or unshielded luminaire at the main entry, not exceeding the allowed 
lumen output in Table G row 1. 

 
2. Any other partly shielded or unshielded luminaires not exceeding the allowed lumen 

output in Table G row 3. 
 
3. Low voltage landscape lighting aimed away from adjacent properties and not exceeding 

the allowed lumen output in Table G row 4. 
 
4. Shielded directional flood lighting aimed so that direct glare is not visible from adjacent 

properties and not exceeding the allowed lumen output in Table G row 5. 
 
5. Lighting installed with a vacancy sensor, where the sensor extinguishes the lights no more 

than 15 minutes after the area is vacated. 
 
6. Lighting exempt per Section III (B.). 

 
C. Requirements for Residential Landscape Lighting 
 

1. Shall comply with Table G. 
 
2. Shall not be aimed onto adjacent properties. 

 
VI. LIGHTING BY SPECIAL PERMIT ONLY 
 
A. High Intensity and Special Purpose Lighting 
 
The following lighting systems are prohibited from being installed or used except by special use permit: 
 

1. Temporary lighting in which any single luminaire exceeds 20,000 initial luminaire lumens 
or the total lighting load exceeds 160,000 lumens. 

 
2. Aerial Lasers of higher power or used for purposes other than typical Green Laser Pointers 

used to highlight astronomical features for educational purposes (and in compliance with 
FAA prohibitions on spotlighting any aircraft). 
 

3. Searchlights. 
 
4.  Other very intense lighting defined as having a light source exceeding 200,000 initial 

luminaire lumens or an intensity in any direction of more than 2,000,000 candelas. 
 
B. Complex and Non-Conforming Uses 
 
Upon special permit issued by the Authority, lighting not complying with the technical requirements of 
this ordinance but consistent with its intent may be installed for complex sites or uses or special uses 
including, but not limited to, the following applications: 
 

1. Construction lighting. 
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2. Public buildings. 

 
To obtain such a permit, applicants shall demonstrate that the proposed lighting installation: 
 

a. Has sustained every reasonable effort to mitigate the effects of light on the environment and 
surrounding properties, supported by a signed statement describing the mitigation measures. 
Such statement shall be accompanied by the calculations required for the Performance 
Method. 

 
c. Employs lighting controls to reduce lighting at a Project Specific Curfew (“Curfew”) time 

to be established in the Permit. 
 
d. Complies with the Performance Method after Curfew. 

 
The Authority shall review each such application. A permit may be granted if, upon review, the Authority 
believes that the proposed lighting will not create unwarranted glare, sky glow, or light trespass. 
 
VII. EXISTING LIGHTING 
 
Lighting installed prior to the effective date of this ordinance shall comply with the following. 
 

A. Amortization 
On or before January 1, 2018, all outdoor lighting shall comply with this Code. 

 
B. New Uses or Structures, or Change of Use  

Whenever there is a new use of a property (zoning or variance change) or the use of the property 
is changed (including a change in ownership), all outdoor lighting on the property shall be 
brought into compliance with this Ordinance before the new or changed use commences. 

 
C. Additions or Alterations 

 
1. Major Additions. 
If a major addition occurs on a property, lighting for the entire property shall comply with the 
requirements of this Code. For purposes of this section, the following are considered to be major 
additions: 
 

a. Additions of 25 percent or more in terms of gross floor area 
 
b. Single or cumulative additions, modification or replacement of 25 percent or 

more of installed outdoor lighting luminaires existing as of the effective date of 
this Ordinance. 

 
c. Resumption of Use after Abandonment 

If a property with non-conforming lighting is abandoned for a period of six 
months or more, then all outdoor lighting shall be brought into compliance with 
this Ordinance before any further use of the property occurs. 
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VIII. ENFORCEMENT & PENALTIES 
 
ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES NEEDS TO BE DECIDED ON. PERHAPS THE 
TOWN COUNCIL HELPS DECIDE THIS. 
 
Consequences of failing to meet the lighting code requirements — probably a first 
warning period of 6 months, followed by a small, but reasonable monthly fine for failure 
to correct a problem. 
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Tuesday, January 27, 2026 at 15:14:53 Mountain Standard TimeTuesday, January 27, 2026 at 15:14:53 Mountain Standard Time

Subject:Subject: Re: Interlaken Town Council Meeting 1/27/26 6:30pm
Date:Date: Tuesday, January 27, 2026 at 1:04:38 PM Mountain Standard Time
From:From: Richard Miller
To:To: Bart Smith

Hey Bart,
I am down in Argentina, but I would like if you could please for public comments tonight to ask
if we can look into our franchise agreement with Century Link and see if we can get any of these
wires removed that are not being used at all. Thank you Rich Miller.
Rich Miller via iPhone

On Jan 26, 2026, at 7:45  PM, Bart Smith <admin@interlakenut.gov> wrote:

Hi All-
Please join us for our next town council meeting tomorrow night, Tuesday, 1/27/26, 
at 6:30pm.
 
It will be a fairly quick meeting. As always, we open with a public comment period if
you want to speak.
 
The meeting will be held on Zoom, through the following link:
 
Zoom Meeting ID: 516 337 9977
Password: 84049
Zoom Meeting Link
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5163379977?
pwd=QlJNT3loV3J4Nm83TFJOdGVSUE1ldz09

 
Hope to see you then,
 
Bart Smith
Interlaken Town Administrator
<image001.jpg>

admin@interlakenut.gov
(435) 565-3812 voice
(206) 851-2053 text
 
 
<2026-01-27 Interlaken Town Council Agenda.pdf>

mailto:admin@interlakenut.gov
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5163379977?pwd%3DQlJNT3loV3J4Nm83TFJOdGVSUE1ldz09&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw2XZsswKGNzFmGXHlc4bOOq
mailto:admin@interlakenut.gov


Candidate/OƯiceholder: _________________________________________ 

 

OƯice: _________________________________________ 

 

1A: The name(s) and address(es) of each of the individual's current employer(s) and 
name(s) and address(es) of each of the individual's employers during the preceding year. 

 Current Employer(s): 

 

 Previous Employer(s): 

 

1B: For each employer described in Item 1A, a brief description of the employment, 
including the individual's occupation, and, as applicable, job title. 

 Current Employment: 

 

 Previous Employment: 

 

2A: The name of any entity* in which the individual is an owner or oƯicer, or was an owner 
or oƯicer during the preceding year. 

 

 

2B: A brief description of the type of business or activity conducted by the entity(ies) 
described in Item 2A 

 

 

2C: Individual's position in the entity(ies) described in Item 2A 

 



3A: The name of each individual from whom, or entity from which, the individual has 
received $5,000 or more in income during the preceding year.** 

 

 

3B: A brief description of the type of business or activity conducted by the individual or 
entity described in Item 3A.** 

 

 

4A: The name of each entity in which the individual holds any stocks or bonds having a fair 
market value of $5,000 or more as of the date of the disclosure form or during the 
preceding year (excluding funds that are managed by a third party, including blind trusts, 
managed investment accounts, and mutual funds). 

 

 

4B: A brief description of the type of business or activity conducted by the entity(ies) 
described in Item 4A. 

 

 

5A: The name of each entity or organization not described in Items 2A through 4B of this 
form in which the individual currently serves, or served in the preceding year, on the board 
of directors or in any other type of paid leadership capacity. 

 

 

5B: A brief description of the type of business or activity conducted by the entity(ies) or 
organization(s) described in Item 5A 

 

 

5C: Description of the type of advisory position held by the individual within the entity(ies) 
organization(s) described in Item 5A. 



 

6A (Optional): Description of any real property in which the individual holds an ownership 
or other financial interest that the individual believes may constitute a conflict of interest. 

 

 

6B (Optional): Description of type of interest held by the individual in the property(ies) 
described in Item 6A. 

 

 

7A: The name(s) of the individual's spouse and any other adult residing in the individual's 
household who is not related by blood or marriage, as applicable. 

 Spouse: 
 

 Other Adults: 
 

7B: For the individual's spouse, the name(s) and address(es) of each current employer(s) 
and name(s) and address(es) of each employer(s) during the preceding year. 

 Spouse’s Current Employer(s): 
 

 Spouse’s Previous Employer(s): 

 

7C: A brief description of the employment and occupation of each adult who resides in the 
individual's household and is not related to the individual by blood or marriage. 

 

 

8A (Optional): A description of any other matter or interest that the individual believes may 
constitute a conflict of interest. 

 

 



Date: __________________________ 

 

❏ I, the regulated oƯiceholder or candidate, believe this form is true and accurate to the 
best of my knowledge. (Check box) 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

Candidate/OƯiceholder's Signature 
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