
 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 08-2026 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF WEST HAVEN CITY AMENDING TITLE XV LAND USAGE, 

SIGN REGULATIONS, SPECIFICALLY §157.757 DEFINITIONS, §157.759 

PERMITTED SIGNS, AND §157.761 VIOLATIONS. 

  

SECTION 1 – RECITALS 

 

 WHEREAS, the City of West Haven (“City”) is a municipal corporation duly organized 

and existing under the laws of Utah; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that in conformance with UC §10-3-702, the 

governing body of the City may pass any ordinance to regulate, require, prohibit, govern, 

control, or supervise any activity, business, conduct, or condition authorized by the laws of the 

State of Utah or any other provision of law; and,  

 

 WHEREAS, West Haven City has adopted and promulgated city ordinances and rules 

regarding the development, construction, and display of signs; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that certain changes to the West Haven City Code 

found in the Sign Regulations, specifically §157.757 Definitions, §157.759 Permitted Signs, and 

§157.761 Violations, should be made; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City desires to reduce the number of signs within Planned Commercial 

Centers, while allowing for larger signs to enable consolidation of pole and monument signs; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the specific changes to the referenced sections 

are desired and will clarify the standards for signs within Planned Commercial Centers within the 

City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Planning Commission held a public hearing and made a positive 

recommendation of the proposed changes on February 25, 2026; and 

  

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the public convenience and necessity, public 

safety, health, and welfare is at issue in this matter and require action by the City as noted above. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of West Haven City, 

Utah:  

 

a. The following portions of the West Haven Zoning Code, Title XV Land Usage, Sign 

Regulations, specifically §157.757 Definitions, §157.759 Permitted Signs, and 

§157.761 Violations, shall be amended by the language shown in red, as seen on 

Attachment “A”. 

 

b. The Mayor is authorized to sign this Ordinance. 

 



 

 

c. The forgoing Recitals are fully incorporated herein. 

 

Section 2 – Prior Ordinances and Resolutions 

That the above changes, where they may have been taken from prior City Ordinances and 

Resolutions, are listed here for centralization and convenience; and that the body and substance 

of those prior Ordinances and Resolutions, with their specific provisions, where not otherwise in 

conflict with this Ordinance, are reaffirmed and readopted. 

 

Section 3 – Repealer of Conflicting Enactments 

All orders, ordinances and resolutions regarding the changes enacted and adopted which have 

been adopted by the City, or parts thereof, which conflict with this Ordinance are, for such 

conflict, repealed, except that this repeal will not be construed to revive any act, order or 

resolution, or part. 

 

Section 4 – Savings Clause 

If any provision of this Ordinance be held or deemed invalid, inoperative, or unenforceable, such 

will render no other provision or provisions invalid, inoperative, or unenforceable to any extent 

whatsoever, this Ordinance being deemed the separate independent and severable act of the City 

Council of West Haven City. 

 

Section 5 – Date of Effect 

This Ordinance shall be effective as of the date of signing and after being published or posted as 

required by law. 

 

DATED the 4th day of March 2026 

 

     WEST HAVEN CITY 

      

             

     Rob Vanderwood 

Mayor 

 

 

ATTEST: 

 

       

Emily Green, City Recorder 

 

 

Mayor Rob Vanderwood  Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Carrie Call  Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Kim Dixon  Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Nina Morse  Yes _____ No _____  

Councilmember Ryan Saunders Yes _____ No _____ 

Councilmember Ryan Swapp  Yes _____ No _____ 

 



 

 

 

 

 

RECORDER'S CERTIFICATION 

 

STATE OF UTAH ) 

                                    : ss. 

County of Weber ) 

  
I, EMILY GREEN, the City Recorder of West Haven, Utah, in compliance with UCA §10-3-713 

and UCA §10-3-714 do hereby certify that the above and foregoing is a full and correct copy of 

Ordinance No. 08-2026, entitled “AN ORDINANCE OF WEST HAVEN CITY AMENDING 

TITLE XV LAND USAGE, SIGN REGULATIONS, SPECIFICALLY §157.757 

DEFINITIONS, §157.759 PERMITTED SIGNS, AND §157.761 VIOLATIONS”, adopted 

and passed by the City Council of West Haven, Utah, at a regular meeting thereof on March 4, 2026 

which appears of record in my office, with the date of posting or publication being March 4, 2026.   

 

 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the corporate seal of 

the City this 4th day of March 2026. 

 

             

      ______________________________ 

  Emily Green 

  City Recorder 

 

        

 

    

 (city seal) 

 

  



 

 

EXHIBIT A 
 

Attached to Ordinance 08-2026 

 

AMENDMENTS TO TITLE XV LAND USAGE, SIGN REGULATIONS, 

SPECIFICALLY §157.757 DEFINITIONS, §157.759 PERMITTED SIGNS, AND §157.761 

VIOLATIONS. 
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SIGN REGULATIONS 

§ 157.755 PURPOSE AND INTENT. 

   (A)   It is the purpose of this subchapter to regulate the design, placement, and use of 
signs within the city, and to authorize the compatible uses of such signs. Such regulations 
may include design, location, size, type, safety impacts, and aesthetics, and other such 
standards as may be outlined in this subchapter. By doing so, the city will promote both 
short- and long-term civic beauty, as well as encourage public order. 

   (B)   For large-scale (ten acres or more) commercial developments, it is the purpose of 
this subchapter to facilitate a cohesive design of signs within the development in order to 
preserve and protect the aesthetics of the development and the surrounding streetscape. 

   (C)   It is not the intent of this subchapter to regulate the content of public speech. The 
regulations of this subchapter are intended to apply to both on-premises and oƯ-premises 
signs, but do not apply to handheld placards and other similar devices traditionally used 
for public protest and the exercise of free speech. 

   (D)   In interpreting and applying this subchapter, the rules, regulations, and terms 
contained herein shall be construed to the most restrictive meaning possible. 

   (E)   Any sign not specifically permitted by this subchapter is prohibited. 

(Prior Code, § 56.02) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 7-2003, passed 9-17-2003; Ord. 36-
2021, passed 12-21-2021; Ord. 12-2023, passed 6-21-2023) 

§ 157.756 ENFORCEMENT; APPEALS. 

   The City Community Development Director, or his or her designee, is hereby vested with 
all duties and powers necessary to enforce this subchapter. Such powers and duties 
include the power to: 

   (A)   Issue permits for construction, repair, and/or alteration of all signs regulated by this 
subchapter; 

   (B)   Ascertain that all sign construction, repair, and/or alteration is done in compliance 
with applicable federal, state, and local building codes and other relevant regulations; 

   (C)   Conduct any and all inspections and re-inspections during the construction, repair, 
and/or alteration process as may be necessary to determine compliance with this 
subchapter; 

   (D)   Require changes to the construction, repair, and/or alteration of a sign when such 
sign is found to be out of compliance with this subchapter; 
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   (E)   Issue notices of violation, citations, written warnings, and other such enforcement 
proceedings as may be necessary to ensure compliance with the provisions of this 
subchapter; 

   (F)   To abate and remove unsafe, dangerous, or illegal signs as follows: 

      (1)   Prior to doing so, the Community Development Director, or his or her designee, shall 
provide the party responsible for the sign with a written notice of the violation(s) and 
outline what steps the party needs to take to bring the sign into compliance with this 
subchapter. 

         (a)   Temporary signs shall be given 72 hours to take the corrective steps; and 

         (b)   Permanent signs shall be given 30 days to take the corrective steps. 

      (2)   Signs posted upon public property, including in the public right-of-way, may be 
immediately removed by the Community Development Director, or his or her designee. 

   (G)   Require that signs related to a business which has been discontinued be removed 
within 30 days of the business ceasing operation; and 

   (H)   Any person who wishes to appeal any decision or notice of action undertaken 
pursuant to this subchapter, may do so by following remedy procedures outlined in 
§§ 157.035 through 157.048. 

   (I)   A request may be made to the Planning Commission to adjust the requirements of the 
sign regulations contained herein. The Planning Commission may adjust any sign 
regulation contained in this subchapter if, unusual or unique circumstances or conditions 
related to the operational characteristics of the use exist in a manner, or to such a degree, 
that such adjustment is equitable and warranted; and it would not go against the principles 
outlined in the General Plan. The Planning Commission shall make findings if an 
adjustment is made. 

(Prior Code, § 56.04) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 7-2003, passed 9-17-2003; Ord. 36-
2021, passed 12-21-2021; Ord. 12-2023, passed 6-21-2023; Ord. 41-2024, passed 12-18-
2024) 

§ 157.757 DEFINITIONS. 

   For the purpose of this subchapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context 
clearly indicates, or requires, a diƯerent meaning. 

   ABANDONED SIGN. Any display remaining in place or not maintained for a period of 90 
days or more which identifies a use no longer in operation on the property. 
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   ANIMATED SIGN. See FLASHING SIGN and ROTATING OR REVOLVING SIGN. 

   AREA OF SIGN. The total square footage of each and every face of a sign, but does not 
include any frame or other material. For signs not otherwise supported by a distinctive 
background, the sign area shall be calculated by enclosing all the lettering by the smallest 
possible six-sided polygon and calculating the area of the polygon. 

   AWNING SIGN. A device attached to the façade of a building, usually extending over 
sidewalks, windows, and business entries, sometimes to provide weather protection to 
pedestrians walking beneath such shelters. Awning structures slope downward and away 
from a building, and typically support canvas, wood, or metal slats or glass. Canvas 
awnings may have a valance (vertical flap) at the bottom of the sloping plane, which may be 
used to mount a sign identifying the building or store. 

   BALLOON, FIXED. Any air-filled or gas-filled balloon attached to a string, rope, or similar 
device, and tethered to a fixed or moving place or object, including a motor vehicle. See 
also INFLATABLE DEVICE. 

   BANNER. A sign made of fabric, cloth, plastic, or paper used only temporarily that is not 
permanently mounted or aƯixed to the ground or any structure, with or without enclosing 
framework, used to advertise a fundraiser, promotional or sales event, special or seasonal 
event, or other temporary on-site informational or directional sign. PENNANTS, as defined 
herein, shall be considered BANNERS for purposes of this subchapter. 

   BILLBOARD. A sign of any kind or nature whatsoever used to advertise: 

      (1)   Any business, industry, entertainment, or activity not conducted; 

      (2)   Any goods or other tangible items not produced, sold, or available; or 

      (3)   Any services or other intangibles not available or rendered on the premises upon 
which such sign is located; provided, however, such term shall not include any regional 
guide sign, nameplate, temporary real estate sign, identification sign, or on-site advertising 
sign as such terms are defined in this subchapter. Such term shall also not include any 
notice posted by any public oƯicer in the performance of an oƯicial duty, or any directional, 
warning, or informational sign required or authorized by any federal, state, county, or local 
authority. 

   BUILDING ELEVATION. An exterior face of the unit for which a sign is proposed. 

   CABINET SIGN. A sign with text or symbols printed on a plastic or acrylic sheet that is 
mounted on a cabinet or box that houses the lighting source and equipment. 
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   CANOPY SIGN (GAS STATION). An illuminated sign designed to be an integral part of the 
architecture of a gasoline service station, and intended to be placed above the fuel pumps 
of a service station for purposes of providing light for the working area and commercial 
identification. 

   CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN. A sign, or portion thereof, with characters, letters, or 
illustrations that can be changed or rearranged without altering the face of the display 
surface of the sign. 

   COMMUNITY SIGN. A temporary sign placed by civic or educational groups, or by the 
city, which is used to advertise various events held in the city. 

   COMPANY SYMBOL. A mark or logo that can either stand alone or be used with a 
company name to identify a company. 

   CORPORATE FLAG. A flag displaying the name, symbol, or logotype of a business or 
corporation. 

   DIRECTIONAL SIGN. Any sign that serves solely to guide or designate the location or 
direction to any place or area. 

   DISPLAY SURFACE. The surface made available by the structure for the mounting of 
material to carry the advertising message, trademark, or emblem. 

   ELECTRONIC READERBOARD OR ELECTRONIC MESSAGE BOARD. A changeable copy 
sign upon which the copy is displayed or changed by electronic means. 

   FLAG. Any piece of durable fabric of distinctive design attached to a permanent pole that 
is used as a symbol of a recognized federal, state, or local governmental entity. Signs which 
are non-governmental in nature but similar in size and purpose to a 
governmental FLAG shall be regulated as a WIND SIGN. 

   FLASHING SIGN. Any sign which is designed to intermittently blink on and oƯ, or which 
creates the illusion of blinking on and oƯ, or which contains running, traveling, or animating 
lights upon the sign structure or within the sign area; such term shall not include time and 
temperature displays, or other electronic readerboard or electronic message board signs. 

   FREEWAY-ORIENTED SIGN. A freestanding, on-site advertising or directional sign, not 
including billboards, located on property abutting a freeway right-of-way or freeway 
frontage road, and whose height, location, and sign copy are designed in a manner which 
permits identification from an adjacent freeway. 

   HEIGHT OF SIGN. The vertical distance from the uppermost point of a sign to the ground 
immediately below such point; provided that, if the finished grade has been raised 
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immediately below such point, the HEIGHT shall be measured from the average finished 
grade of the surrounding area. 

   IDENTIFICATION SIGN. Any sign designed solely to identify the use or occupant of a 
structure or site, and which contains no other advertising copy. 

   ILLEGAL SIGN. Any sign or advertising display constructed or erected without first 
complying with all applicable ordinances and regulations in eƯect at the time of its 
construction, erection, or use. 

   INFLATABLE DEVICE. Balloons exceeding two cubic feet and other inflatable devices, 
including figure objects and caricatures that are intended to attract attention. 

   INSTITUTIONAL SIGN. A sign on any private property, public place, or building with 
connection to a medical or dental surgery, clinic, hospital, rest home, home for the aged, or 
other place of a similar nature. 

   LOCATION. A lot, parcel, site or premises, building, wall, or any place whatsoever upon 
which a sign is erected, constructed, or maintained. 

   MARQUEE (CHANGEABLE COPY) SIGN. A sign or readerboard that is characterized by 
nonelectronic changeable copy, whether said sign is freestanding or mounted on a 
structure. 

   MONUMENT SIGN. A ground-mounted sign, single-sided, double-sided, or three-sided, 
supported from grade with a solid base, or the appearance of a solid base, that is at least 
75% of the width of the sign that is not connected to another structure. Such sign is 
oriented for vehicular view along roadways, and is often used at entries to a building or 
project. 

   MULTIPLE-FACED SIGN. A sign with more than one sign face. 

   MURAL. A painting, tile, or other materials deemed appropriate that comprise artwork on 
an exterior wall in public view, whose primary purpose is commemorative or artistic rather 
than advertising. 

   NAMEPLATE. Any lighted or unlighted sign mounted on, or near, an entry that identifies 
the name and occupation or profession of the occupant of the premises. 

   NONCONFORMING SIGN. Any sign that complied with all applicable ordinances and 
regulations in eƯect at the time it was erected, but which does not conform to one or more 
of the requirements of this subchapter. 
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   NOTICE SIGN. A sign posted by either a public agency or private individuals intended to 
convey legal information for specific properties. Signs can include building permits, no 
trespassing notices, public hearing notices, and the like. 

   ON-PREMISE SIGN. A sign or signs which are located on the same premise as the 
business, event, or activity is conducted. 

   PARCEL or LOT. Real property under separate ownership from any other PARCEL or LOT, 
or under separate lease of at least ten years' duration, with the option to renew, which has 
street or highway frontage. 

   PENNANT. Any plastic, fabric, or other material, whether or not containing a message of 
any kind, suspended from a rope, wire, string, or other similar device, usually in series, 
designed to move in the wind. 

   PERMANENT SALE SIGN. A sign that indicates a sale in progress and is posted more than 
30 days during any 60-day period. 

   PLANNED COMMERCIAL CENTERPLANNED COMMERCIAL CENTERS. Small  Rregional 
centers consisting of individual large and small-scale commercial uses sellingof multi-
tenant individual large- and small-scale commercial uses that sell a broad range of goods 
or services to a market beyond the local community.  ItThese centers  must contain at least 
ten acres of commercial land and contain at least one retail facility. and 100,000 square 
feet of commercial floor space. 

   POLE SIGN. A ground-mounted sign that is typically supported by no more than two 
uprights or braces (for example, pylon-supported) that are not connected to another 
structure. Any sign with a base that is less than 75% of the width of the sign shall be 
considered a pole sign. 

   POLITICAL SIGN. A sign advertising a candidate or candidates for public elective oƯice, 
or a political party, or a sign urging a particular vote on a public issue decided by ballot. 

   PORTABLE SIGN. Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other permanent 
structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including, but not limited to, signs designed 
to be transported by means of wheels; signs converted to A-frames or T-frames; sandwich 
board signs; balloons used as signs; umbrellas used for advertising; and signs attached to, 
or painted upon, vehicles parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless said 
vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day transportation operations of the business, and is 
not parked away from the business primarily to gain visibility from a public right-of-way. 

   PROJECTING SIGN. A pedestrian-oriented, double-sided sign which projects from a 
building and is mounted perpendicular to the building wall. 
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   PUBLIC NECESSITY. Any sign used to control traƯic, warn people of potential dangerous 
or hazardous situations and other regulatory purposes. Signs can include: street signs, 
danger signs, railroad crossing signs, geologic hazard signs, and signs of public service 
companies indicating danger. 

   PUBLIC PROPERTY. Real or personal property that is owned, held, or managed by a 
public entity. 

   PUMP ISLAND SIGN. Any sign attached to a fuel-dispensing pump, either aƯixed to, or 
placed upon, the pump. 

   READERBOARD. See MARQUEE SIGN. 

   REAL ESTATE SIGN. Any sign and sign structure of a temporary nature relating to the sale, 
lease, or other disposition of real property. 

   ROOF SIGN. A sign upon a roof, upon a structure that appears to be a roof (such as a 
mansard roof), or above the roofline of the building elevation to which it is attached. 

   SIGN. Any display, exhibit, declaration, demonstration, graphic announcement, inflatable 
device, illustration, or insignia used to advertise or promote the interest of any person, 
business, institution, or organization when the same is placed outdoors, or on the inside of 
a window to be seen from the outside, in view of the general public; provided that this 
definition does not apply to the display of the flag of a nation, state, county, or city, or any 
oƯicial flag or banner of any bona fide religious or fraternal organization. 

   SIGN AREA. See AREA OF SIGN. 

   SIGN COPY. Any characters, letters, or type that constitutes the message of the sign. 

   SIGN HEIGHT. See HEIGHT OF SIGN. 

   SIGN STRUCTURE. The uprights, bracing, guy rods, cables, framework, and other support 
of a sign or billboard. 

   SNIPE SIGN. Any sign or poster placed on trees, fences, light posts, or utility poles, 
except those posted by a government or public utility. 

   STREET FRONTAGE. The lineal foot width of a building site or parcel of land, along or 
fronting on a street or other rights-of-way, excluding alleys. 

   SUSPENDED SIGN. A pedestrian-oriented, double-sided sign hung over a walkway, or 
beneath an awning or arcade, perpendicular to the face of the building to which it is 
attached. 
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   TEMPORARY SIGN. Any sign that is used only temporarily and is not permanently 
mounted or aƯixed to the ground or any structure. 

   WALL SIGN. A sign that is aƯixed to, or painted on, an exterior wall of a building in a 
manner that the wall becomes the supporting structure for, or forms the background 
surface of, the sign. 

   WIND SIGN. A sign, group of signs, display or group of displays, banners, non-
governmental flags, balloons, or other objects designed and fashioned in such a manner as 
to move when subjected to wind pressure. 

   WINDOW SIGN. Any words, picture, symbol, brand name, business name logo, including 
any negative or clear spaces between graphics, or combination thereof, designed to 
communicate information about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale, or service, 
that is applied or attached to a window or located within five feet of the inside of a window 
in a manner that it can be seen from the exterior of the structure. 

(Prior Code, § 56.06) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 7-2003, passed 9-17-2003; Ord. 36-
2021, passed 12-21-2021; Ord. 12-2023, passed 6-21-2023; Ord. 17-2024, passed 5-15-
2024) 

§ 157.758 PROHIBITED SIGNS. 

   Any sign not permitted is prohibited in the city. The following signs are specifically 
prohibited: 

   (A)   Hot or cold air balloons, or inflatables, except when such fall under the definition of 
temporary sign; 

   (B)   Any sign which flashes, blinks, uses chaser lights or is animated. Commercial 
electronic message signs may be permitted, so long as the messages are composed of 
static images; 

   (C)   Projecting signs; 

   (D)   Roof signs; 

   (E)   Any truck, trailer, or other vehicle conspicuously parked in the public right-of-way for 
more than 72 consecutive hours with an advertising message displayed on the vehicle 
designed to attract attention to a business, product, or promotion; 

   (F)   GraƯiti; 

   (G)   Spotlights directed into the night sky, except as part of an approved promotional 
period for temporary signs; 
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   (H)   With the exception of billboard signs, as defined and regulated herein, any oƯ-
premises signs, except as may be necessary to provide directions to a residential 
subdivision or planned unit development; 

   (I)   Any handbill or sign which is aƯixed, painted, marked, or written on any part or portion 
of the public right-of-way, including sidewalks, crosswalks, curbs, park strips, light poles, 
lamp posts, hydrants, trees, shrubs, power poles, or any other structures. This does not 
apply to the painting of house numbers on curbs; and 

   (J)   No sign shall be placed on public property, which includes any city, county or state 
easement or right-of-way, unless the sign is erected by the city, county, or state. Those 
signs may not exceed 36 inches in height. 

(Prior Code, § 56.08) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 7-2003, passed 9-17-2003; Ord. 36-
2021, passed 12-21-2021; Ord. 12-2023, passed 6-21-2023; Ord. 17-2024, passed 5-15-
2024) 

§ 157.759 PERMITTED SIGNS. 

   (A)   Commercial, industrial, and residential signs are permitted in the sizes and zones 
outlined in the table in division (B) below. 

   (B)   Certain signs may contain additional regulations, which can be found in the table 
below. 

Sign 
Type 

Building Permit 
Required 

Max. 
Height (ft.) 

Max. Area 
(sq. ft.) 

Permitted 
Zones 

Lighting 
Permitted 

Sign Type Building 
Permit 
Required 

Max. 
Height 
(ft.) 

Max. 
Area (sq. 
ft.) 

Permitted 
Zones 

Lighting 
Permitted 

Awning Y (See 
below) 

D 

(See 
below) 

D 

C-1, C-2, C-3, 
M-1, M-2 

N 

Banner N 6 96 All N 

Billboard Y (See 
below) 

F 

675 (See below) 

F 

Y 

Formatted Table

Formatted Table
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Canopy Y 20 (See 
below) 

G 

(See 
below) 

G 

C-1, C-2, C-3, 
M-1, M-2 

Y 

Community N 8 32 All N 

Directional N 8 32 All N 

Flag N N/A (See 
below) 

K 

All Y 

Institutional Y 6 32 All N 

Monument Y (See 
below) 

L and T 

(See 
below) 

L and T 

C-1, C-2, C-3, 
M-1, M-2 

Y 

Nameplate N 2 2 All N 

Notice N 6 32 All N 

Pole Y (See 
below) J 
and T  

(See 
below) J & 
T 

(See below) J Y 

Political N 6 32 All N 

Public 
necessity 

N 4 4 All N 

Real estate N (See 
below) 

N 

(See 
below) 

N 

All N 

Snipe signs N (See 
below) 

20 All N 

Suspended N 2 3 All N 
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Temporary N (See 
below) 

P 

(See 
below) 

P 

All N 

Wall Y Top of 
building 
wall 

Max area 
is 15% of 
the 
square 
footage of 
a single 
wall 
surface 

C-1, C-2, C-3, 
M-1, M-2 

Y 

Warning N 4 16 All N 

Wind N 8 16 C-1, C-2, C-3, 
M-1, M-2 

N 

Window Y (See 
below) 

R 

(See 
below) 

R 

All N 

  

   (C)   Regardless of type, height, and area, all signs in the city shall comply with the 
following. 

      (1)   All signs erected in the city shall comply with all building, electrical, fire, and other 
such relevant codes as may be in eƯect at the time the permit is issued. 

      (2)   All signs are required to maintain appropriate vertical and horizontal clearances as 
may be required by any public utility company. 

      (3)   No building permits will be issued for signs that involve electrical wiring or 
connections unless designed/built by a licensed electrical contractor, nor shall any 
building permit be issued for a sign unless the required drawings are prepared by, and 
stamped by, a licensed structural engineer. 

      (4)   Any sign which has a foundation and/or footing requires a building permit, 
regardless of its designation on table in division (B) above. 



12 | P a g e  
 

      (5)   Any sign, regardless of type, which has lighting, shall be subject to the following 
standards: 

         (a)   No lighting shall be permitted which penetrates beyond the property in a manner 
which constitutes a nuisance. 

         (b)   Signs may be unlit, externally lit, internally lit or backlit. Additionally, any lighting 
must be directed so only the face of the sign is illuminated. 

         (c)   Internally illuminated signs, also known as cabinet signs, shall use semi-opaque 
materials for sign text and logos such that the lighting is diƯused. Transparent or clear 
materials are not allowed. 

         (d)   Backlit signs may not have a visible light source. They shall only allow indirect 
illumination to emanate from the sign. 

         (e)   Externally illuminated signs must be aimed and shielded so that the light is 
directed only onto the sign face. 

         (f)   Regardless of the source or type of illumination, the aggregate output of the lighting 
shall not exceed 500 lumens or 13.94 foot-candles per square foot of sign area, as 
measured at the property line closest to the sign. 

      (6)   No sign shall be placed, built, or located, nor shall any sign exist, in a manner which 
creates a nuisance, safety hazard, or other unsafe condition. 

      (7)   When in proximity to traƯic signals, street intersections, or traƯic signs, no sign shall 
be designed similar to such traƯic signs or signals, and shall not be permitted to use words 
which may reasonably create confusion as to the nature and purpose of the sign. 

      (8)   Any sign placed at any intersection throughout the city shall be placed outside of the 
sight triangle (25 feet by 25 feet at the corner) area to not create a traƯic hazard. 

      (9)   No sign over two feet high shall be permitted in the line of sight triangle (seven feet 
by 50 feet) next to driveway entrances. 

      (10)   Changeable copy and/or electronic message portions of the sign may change more 
than once per eight seconds. 

      (11)   When more than one sign is proposed for a commercial or industrial project, a 
developer shall submit a plan for the overall placement and design of all signs throughout 
the development, except for those which are attached to buildings. Developers shall 
present a sign proposal demonstrating a consistent theme throughout the project signage. 
The Planning Commission shall review the sign proposal as part of the site plan review. 
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      (12)   With the exception of billboard signs and Planned Commercial Center as regulated 
within this chapter, oƯ-premise advertising is strictly prohibited. 

(13) All signs shall be kept in good condition and working order. Damaged signs shall be 
repaired in a timely manner. Repairs to signs shall take place within thirty (30) days after 
notice from the City, or within another time frame agreed to by the City. If the sign owner 
fails to repair signage as required, the owner may be subject to a violation as described 
within this chapter. 

   (D)   (1)   Awning signs shall be limited to single-story buildings or to the first level of multi-
story buildings. 

      (2)   Awning signs shall be placed over a doorway, window, or walkway. 

      (3)   Awning signs are not allowed on, or above, a sloping or mansard roof. 

      (4)   Awning signs shall not: 

         (a)   Extend more than 18 inches on either side of the door, window, archway, or 
walkway over which they are located; 

         (b)   Project less than two feet, or more than eight feet, from the wall on which they are 
anchored; and/or 

         (c)   Project above the highest part of the building's vertical wall. 

   (E)   New businesses shall be permitted to use a single banner sign during construction 
and for no more than six months after receiving final occupancy and a city business 
license. 

   (F)   (1)   Billboard signs are allowed only on property adjacent to, and fronting, I-15. Any 
other existing billboard signs at the adoption of this subchapter, which otherwise do not 
create a safety concern, are hereby grandfathered in and are a legally nonconforming use. 

      (2)   Billboard signs must be oriented for freeway viewing, and be within 100 feet of the 
nearest freeway lane. 

      (3)   In any permitted area along I-15, billboards shall not exceed a height of 60 feet 
above the grade of the interstate perpendicular to the billboard. Billboards shall always be 
allowed at a minimum height of 45 feet. 

      (4)   Billboards along the I-15 corridor are limited to 672 square feet. 
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      (5)   (a)   Billboards must be a minimum of 500 lineal feet from any other billboard on the 
same side of a street and 75 lineal feet from any on-premises sign on or oƯ the same 
property. 

         (b)   Billboards may be located within the 75-foot buƯer of an on-premises sign when 
set back from the front property line 20 feet or more, measured to the closest edge of the 
billboard. In no case shall a billboard be located within the 75-foot buƯer of an on-
premises sign and be closer to the front property line than the on-premises sign. 

         (c)   Billboards shall be set back from any on-premises sign at least six feet measured 
from the closest edge of each sign face. 

      (6)   No billboard shall be closer than two feet to a front property line, measured to the 
closest edge of the billboard. 

      (7)   A building permit may be issued for a billboard; however, prior to scheduling the first 
inspection for the billboard, applicants shall be required to provide the city with a letter of 
approval from the State Department of Transportation stating that the billboard meets their 
requirements for the I-15 corridor. 

   (G)   Canopy signs shall only be permitted in gas/fuel stations over the gas/fuel islands, 
subject to the following. 

      (1)   The height to the top of the canopy may not exceed 20 feet from grade, with no more 
than four feet of height containing fascia. 

      (2)   Individual letters, logos, or symbols may not exceed four feet in height or project out 
from the canopy's surface more than 18 inches. 

      (3)   This does not limit the ability to have a monument or other sign wherein gas/fuel 
prices may be displayed. 

   (H)   Regulations for community signs are as follows: 

      (1)   May be located at a variety of locations throughout the city, with the written 
permission of the property owner; 

      (2)   May not be attached to another temporary, traƯic, or business sign; 

      (3)   May be part of the city's annual rotating events, such as West Haven Days, cultural 
arts events, holidays, or changes in the seasons; 

      (4)   May be located at gateways to the city, at major intersections, and along major 
streets; 
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      (5)   Shall be made of durable, weather-resistant material; 

      (6)   Shall be appropriate in size and scale to their location; and 

      (7)   Shall be displayed for not more than 30 days. 

   (I)   (1)   Written consent of the property owner on which a directional sign is located shall 
be presented to the Community Development Director, or his or her designee, prior to such 
a sign being erected. 

      (2)   Directional signs shall be removed either two years from the time the first building 
permit in the subdivision is issued, or upon the sale of the final lot in the subdivision, 
whichever comes first. An extension may be granted by the Community Development 
Director, or his or her designee, if it can be shown that a substantial number of the lots are 
not ready for development or have not sold. 

   (J)   (1)   Subject to the regulations contained in this section, pole signs shall be allowed in 
commercial/manufacturing zones in the following areas: 

         (a)   4000 South, east of the canal located at approximately 3200 West; 

         (b)   Commercial and manufacturing zoned properties located within 250 feet of the 
edge of the right-of-way of the following properties: 

            1.   Wilson Lane; 

            2.   2100 South; 

            3.   1900 West; 

            4.   Midland Drive; 

            5.   Interstate 15. 

         (c)   Pole signs are prohibited in areas not listed above, unless such areas are located 
within a Planned Commercial Center. 

      (2)   Pole signs shall have a minimum clearance of ten feet to the bottom of the lowest 
cabinet face, except for Pole Signs within Planned Commercial Center, which shall follow 
the standards listed within this chapter. 

      (3)   Pole signs shall be set back from any adjoining property line one foot for each foot of 
the sign's height, including any supporting structures. 
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      (4)   All support structures must be covered or concealed with pole/pylon covers which 
are designed to match the architectural style of the sign and the commercial buildings it 
advertises. 

      (5)   Pole signs shall be incorporated into a landscaped design or planter box. 

      (6)   No sign may be higher than 25 feet high, as measured from the crown of the road to 
the highest point of the sign. 

      (7)   Size 

 No pole sign shall exceed 80 square feet, except within a Planned 
Commercial Center. 

      (8)   No sign may extend over a pedestrian or vehicular access area. 

      (9)   When more than one pole sign is permitted, they shall be placed a minimum of 300 
feet apart. 

      (10)   On-premises signs located within 1,000 feet of I-15 may increase their height so 
that the sign is visible not more than 25 feet above the nearest lane, overpass, sound wall, 
or other view obstruction, whichever is highest. 

      (11)   Two or more owners of separate, contiguous parcels of real property may elect to 
combine the street or highway frontage of their respective contiguous properties. If such 
properties are so combined, only one pole sign may be constructed or erected in 
accordance with the provisions of this subchapter.  

 
Property Frontage (linear feet) Max Number of Signs 

 
Property Frontage (linear 
feet) 

Max Number of Signs 

Pole sign 0 - 99 1 

  100 - 299 1 

  300 - 599 1 

  600+ 2 
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Planned commercial 
centerPlanned Commercial 
Center 

0 - 399 1 

  400 - 599 1 

  600 - 1,200 2 

  1,200+ 3 

   

  

   (K)   Signs and decorations commonly associated with any national, state, or local 
holiday, as well as any faith-based observances and social customs or causes, shall 
comply with the following: 

      (1)   All such signs/decorations shall be entirely confined to the property on which they 
are originally erected. 

      (2)   No sign or decoration shall be placed in a manner to cause confusion with 
authorized traƯic lights and signals. 

   (L)   (1)   Monument signs are permitted for any non-residential lot with a minimum of 30 
feet of street frontage. Maximum height includes the height of the base, which shall be a 
minimum of one foot, and maximum width includes any frame or support structure.  

  

Property Frontage 
(linear feet) 

Max. Area per Sign Face 
(square feet) 

Max Height 
(feet) 

Max number of 
Signs 

0 - 99 25 6 1 

100 - 299 50 8 1 

300 - 599 64 8 1 

600 - 1,200 80 8 2 

1,200+ 80 8 3 

  

Formatted Table
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      (2)   Parcels with two or more street frontages are permitted one sign per frontage; 
provided that such signs can be placed a minimum of 100 feet from each other, measured 
diagonally across the property. 

      (3)   When more than one monument sign is permitted, they shall be placed a minimum 
of 300 feet apart. 

      (4)   Monument signs may be used to advertise the entrance into a subdivision, and shall 
be subject to the same regulations as commercial monument signs. Regardless of use, 
monument signs shall be incorporated into a landscaped design or planter box. 

      (5)   Signs shall be set back from any adjacent property line one foot for each foot of sign 
height, including any base or supporting structure. 

      (6)   Monument signs shall include the numeric street address of the property upon 
which it is located. The numbers shall be between nine inches and 15 inches in height. 

      (7)   Monument signs shall be setback a minimum of five feet from any right-of-way line. 

   (M)   (1)   For primary and general elections, no political sign may be placed, or erected, 
more than 30 days prior to an election, and shall be removed within 72 hours after the polls 
have closed. Thirty days does not include the date of the election. 

      (2)   No political sign may be placed within 150 feet of a ballot box or polling location. 

   (N)   For real estate signs announcing the location, availability, and/or development of a 
property are allowed, shall be subject to the following conditions. 

      (1)   Signs advertising the sale of an individual lot shall be no larger than 16 square feet in 
area, with a maximum height of four feet. 

      (2)   On residential lots under construction, one sign is allowed advertising the sale of 
the lot and one sign is allowed advertising the developer of the lot. 

      (3)   Signs announcing the future development of commercial, industrial, or residential 
property shall not exceed 96 square feet in area, with a maximum height of eight feet which 
includes the post. 

         (a)   One sign per public or private street frontage is permitted. 

         (b)   No sign shall be erected prior to approval of the development plan (subdivision, 
site plan, and the like) for the property on which the sign shall be located. 

Formatted: List Paragraph, Numbered + Level: 1 +
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      (4)   Signs announcing an open house on the property where the sign is located may not 
exceed 32 square feet in area, with a maximum height of eight feet. Open house signs may 
be placed on the subject property no more than 24 hours prior to the open house and shall 
be removed upon completion of the open house. 

   (O)   (1)   Suspended signs shall not extend beyond the outer edge of the awning, marquee, 
canopy, or facade to which they are attached. 

      (2)   Suspended signs shall have a minimum eight-foot clearance above the sidewalk or 
landscaped area they are over. 

      (3)   A minimum of five feet of horizontal distance shall separate suspended signs. 

   (P)   Regardless of the purpose or nature of the sign, all temporary signs shall comply with 
the following. 

      (1)   Temporary signs shall advertise a specific event or occasion. 

      (2)   Temporary signs may be placed no more than 45 days prior to the event or occasion 
which they advertise, may remain for the duration of the event, and shall be removed within 
48 hours after the event concludes. 

         (a)   In the event a temporary sign is advertising a change of ownership, it shall be 
removed within 45 days after the ownership has changed. 

         (b)   In the event a temporary sign is advertising a going out of business/bankruptcy 
sale, it may so advertise for a period of not longer than 90 days. 

   (Q)   More than one wall sign may be erected on a single building; provided, that no more 
than seven signs are erected and the total of all such signs does not exceed the maximum 
of 15% of the square footage of a single wall surface. 

      (1)   When multiple wall signs are erected on a single building, the design, size, lighting, 
and other elements of the signs shall blend together to create a cohesive theme. 

      (2)   Wall signs may have a sign on any side with exposure. 

      (3)   No wall sign shall project more than 18 inches beyond the wall to which it is 
attached. 

      (4)   Multi-tenant buildings may use a single wall sign to identify all business located 
within the building. 

   (R)   Window signs and indoor illuminated signs within 18 inches of the window shall not 
occupy more than 25% of the surface area of a single window or group of windows. 
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   (S)   Snipe signs are only allowed on fences and trees located on private property. They 
may not exceed 20 square feet in size. Snipe signs shall not be placed within the city 
easement which is generally six-feet measured from the edge of the roadway or within the 
city's right-of-way which is typically one foot oƯ the back of sidewalk. 

(T) Planned Commercial Centers. Any commercial development that meets the standards 
for Planned Commercial Centers shall comply with the following standards. 

(1) The purpose of the Planned Commercial Centers is to allow multi-tenant 
developers of ten (10) acres or more to be able to combine signs at key locations and 
access points with increased sizes but have fewer pole and monument signs overall.  

(2) The applicant shall provide a map of the Planned Commercial Center and what 
properties are included within the Center. Each property owner within the Planned 
Commercial Center shall be required to provide a signature or owner's aƯidavit for the 
application.  

(3) The Planned Commercial Center must provide a comprehensive signage plan for 
pole and monument signs, including locations and types, before sign permit approval.  A 
comprehensive sign plan for a proposed or existing Planned Commercial Center 
development may be approved by the Community Development Director or their designee 
as part of the site plan process.  

(4)  OƯ-premises signage is allowed within a Planned Commercial Center if the 
signage is for the properties or businesses within the center. Planned Commercial Center 
signage must be located within the subject Planned Commercial Center and locations 
shown on the comprehensive sign plan.  If the Planned Commercial Center has access and 
frontage from at least two separate public streets or intersections, a single-pole or 
monument sign may be placed at each entrance.   

(5) Monument signs for Planned Commercial Centers may be a maximum of 120 sq. 
ft. per sign face, regardless of total frontage.  

               (6) Pole Signs in Planned Commercial Centers 

a.  Pole signs may exceed 80 square feet if the sign advertises multiple 
businesses/tenants within the center. These pole signs shall be no larger than 200 
square feet.  

b. The City may approve a pole sign up to 250 square feet if the sign contains an area 
indicating that the center is located within West Haven, with a design approved by 
the city.  
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c. Pole sign max height within a Planned Commercial Center shall be thirty (30) feet.  

d. There shall be no minimum ground clearance for pole signs located within a 
Planned Commercial Center, to allow for pylon-type signage for multi-tenant signs.  

e. Setbacks: Pole sign bases shall be setback a minimum of ten (10) feet from the 
right-of-way. No part of the sign shall overhang into the public right-of-way or access 
drive, and shall not be placed within a sight triangle as described within this chapter. 

(7) Sign Spacing within Planned Commercial Centers  

 Total Center Frontage in 
feet 

Combined number of 
pole and monument 
signs 

Planned Commercial Center 0 – 599  1* 

  600 - 1,200 2* 

  1,200-3000 3 

 3000+ 4 plus one additional 
sign for every 1,000 feet 
of frontage.  

*An additional sign may be allowed, subject to section (4) above.   
(8) All other standards, setbacks, and height restrictions shall apply unless otherwise 

stated within this section.  

 

 

(Prior Code, § 56.10) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 7-2003, passed 9-17-2003; Ord. 36-
2021, passed 12-21-2021; Ord. 12-2023, passed 6-21-2023; Ord. 17-2024, passed 5-15-
2024; Ord. 41-2024, passed 12-18-2024) 

§ 157.760 APPLICATION PROCESS. 

   (A)   For any sign which requires a building permit, the following information shall be 
submitted as part of the application: 
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      (1)   A plot plan showing the relationship of any and all proposed signs to buildings, 
property lines, setbacks, intersections, easements, and driveway accesses on the 
property, as well as properties located within 300 feet of the property at issue; 

      (2)   A scaled drawing showing, where applicable, the color, dimensions, proposed 
landscaping, sign materials, type of illumination, and street-view of the sign(s); 

      (3)   Details of sign construction, including any electrical plan and foundation scheme; 

      (4)   Proof of a current city business license; 

      (5)   The name, address, and contact information for the business owner, business 
operator, and property owner; 

      (6)   Contact information for any contractors used on the project; and 

      (7)   Value of the sign. 

   (B)   If signs are proposed as part of a new commercial site plan, they shall not be required 
to obtain a separate sign permit. Review and approval of the site plan shall constitute 
approval of the sign(s). 

   (C)   Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Community Development Director, or his or her 
designee, may require additional information if he or she determines that the sign requires 
further review. 

   (D)   The party responsible for the sign shall keep a record of any and all applications 
submitted and permits issued for the sign, and to present them to the Community 
Development Department upon request. 

   (E)   The Community Development Department shall maintain such drawings as may aid a 
sign applicant in determining how the lighting, area, and placement of the sign will be 
calculated. 

(Prior Code, § 56.12) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 7-2003, passed 9-17-2003; Ord. 36-
2021, passed 12-21-2021; Ord. 12-2023, passed 6-21-2023) 

§ 157.761 VIOLATIONS. 

  (A)  Any violation of this subchapter is subject to enforcement action, which shall be 
enforced by the Community Development Department, or their designee. All such violation 
notices, remedies and procedures for noncompliance shall follow the City Zoning Code 
violation ordinance. 
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(B) Any person, firm, or corporation that violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall 
be guilty of a Class C misdemeanor.  

(C) Illegally placed signs. If a company, individual, or any organization places a sign without 
a permit or in a non-permitted location, the Community Development Department shall 
provide oƯicial notices of the violation. If practicable, the City may remove signs located 
within the public right-of-way.  If the company, individual, or organization continues to 
place signs illegally after receiving the oƯicial notice, they shall be subject to a Class C 
misdemeanor for each violation.  

(Prior Code, § 56.14) (Ord. 2-92, passed - -1992; Ord. 7-2003, passed 9-17-2003; Ord. 33-
2019, passed 11-20-2019; Ord. 36-2021, passed 12-21-2021; Ord. 12-2023, passed 6-21-
2023) 

 


